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from  the  collective 

Truckin’  On 


Well,  here  we  are  again.  Did  you  miss  us?  We  skipped  an  issue  there,  in  case  you  didn’t 
notice.  But  we’re  back  with  a  special  Holiday  Season  double  issue. 

Incidentally,  if  you’re  a  Bad  Guy  and  thought  maybe  we’d  bit  the  dust,  given  up  the 
ghost,  or  otherwise  expired:  Fat  Chance!  We’re  still  in  there  kicking  and  have  every 
intention  to  continue  doing  so. 

But,  we  figure  we  owe  you  an  explanation  about  that  skipped  issue  (as  well  as  some  other 
fascinating  data  about  our  general  situation).  It  wasn’t  just  a  matter  of  eating  too  much 
turkey  or  having  a  psychedelic  run-in  with  the  Great  Pumpkin. 

Our  primary  problem,  in  fact,  was  typesetting.  Just  before  publication  time,  we  were 
informed  by  the  people  who  were  doing  our  typesetting  that  they  would  be  unable  to  do  it 
any  more.  Since  our  first  issue  in  June,  we’ve  been  using  a  commercial  typesetter  and  our 
relations  with  them  have  been  an  on-going  problem  —  more  bureaucratic  than  political. 

After  checking  with  other  print  shops  in  town,  it  became  clear  to  us  that  we’ve  gotta  get 
our  own  equipment.  (One  shop  that  set  a  few  articles  for  us  got  so  freaked  by  what  we're 
about  that  they  sent  us  a  Christian  epistle  with  our  rejection  notice 


Anyway,  we  decided  that,  for  our  own  editorial  independence  and  convenience,  we 
would  lease  some  equipment.  But  this  means  bread.  We  have  already  ordered  an  IBM 
Selectric  Composer  that  rents  for  $150  a  month.  This  is  the  minimal  equipment  we  can  get 
away  with.  But  it’s  another  big  expense,  especially  with  deposit,  etc.,  and  yve  could  certainly 
use  help. 

We  will  get  the  machine  in  mid-January  (probably  too  late  for  the  next  issue).  In  the 
meantime,  thanx  to  a  tip  from  a  faithful  subscriber,  we  have  found  someone  to  set  the  next 
two  issues. 

Anyway,  that’s  the  main  reason  we  weren’t  able  to  come  out  last  issue.  But  another 
reason  we  are  having  some  troubles  is  that  you  folks  out  there  aren’t  relating  to  us  enough. 
(Not  to  sound  like  Paranoids  fearing  Rejection,  but  we  need  you  folks  -.and  vice  versa  we 
figure.  We’ve  said  it  once  and  we’ll  say  it  again:  we  see  ourselves  as  a  community  newspaper, 
trying  to  solidify  a  new  left  community  in  Houston.  And  that  means  we’re  not  a  bunch  of 
hip  professional  journalists  trying  to  make  some  bread  off  the  youth  culture.  If  that  were 
the  case,  we’d  certainly  be  putting  out  a  different  kind  of  paper.  And  we  sure  ain’t  raking  in 
the  bread. 

So  we  think  it’s  your  responsibility,  as  well  as  ours,  to  make  Space  City  News  relevant. 
And  here  are  a  few  ways  you  can  be  of  help: 

1.  Writing  us  letters  or  visiting  our  office  at  1217  Wichita  with  special  comments/ 
criticisms/  suggestions  on  past  and  future  issues  of  the  paper,  and  informing  us  of  events  you 
think  should  be  covered,  and  offering  whatever  skills  you  might  have  and  we  might  need. 

2.  Buying  special  Chiistmas  gift  subs  for  your  friends  and  enemies.  With  each  gift  sub 
we’ll  send  a  personal  spaced-out  note  telling  the  lucky  soul  who  to  thank  for  such 
beneficience. 

3.  Send  us  a  Christmas  present;  extra  bread  you’re  got  hanging  around  or  non-cash 
items  useless  to  you  but  vital  to  our  meager  operation.  (In  the  six  months  of  our  existence, 
we’re  never  paid  a  single  salary;  our  staff  lives  off  hawking  papers.)  Items  we  could  use 
include:  lamps  and  light  fixtures  (expecially  flourescent),  a  car  that  runs  (the  auto  situation 
around  here  is  approaching  crisis  proportions),  furniture,  typewriters,  a  Moody’s  Industrial 
Manual  (if  you  happen  to  have  one  lying  around),  and  other  goodies . 

4.  Help  us  get  the  paper  out.  There’s  nothing  more  frustrating  than  working  our  asses  off 
and  then  seeing  papers  sit  in  the  office.  Most  of  our  sales  come  through  vendors  and  we 
don’t  have  enough  vendors!  You  can  make  pretty  good  money  selling  the  paper  (you  buy 


them  from  us  for  a  dime  and  sell  them  for  20  cents),  if  you  stick  with  it  and  figure  out  good 
places  and  times  to  sell.  You  can  easily  make  $2-$3  an  hour.  And  even  if  you  don’t  need 
the  bread,  you  can  pick  up  a  dozen  or  two  to  sell  to  all  your  triends  and  neighbors. 

Also,  let  us  know  about  retail  outlets  you  think  might  sell  papers,  as  well  as  other  ideas 
about  how  to  get  the  paper  out  to  more  folks. 

Other  snatches  of  Space  news: 

OUR  NAME.  We  have  to  change  it.  Seems  there’s  an  obscure  newsletter  that  has  been 
publishing  under  the  name  of  Space  City  News  for  over  a  year.  And  they’ve  threatened  to 
sue!  Look  for  a  new  banner  in  January. 

BENEFIT.  We’re  having  a  big  rock  benefit  Sunday  night,  Dec.  21,  at  Love  Street. 
Saturnalia  will  play,  plus  other  bands  to  be  announced  later.  There  will  be  light  show, 
guerilla  theater  and  other  happenings.  If  you  can't  make  it,  or  if  you  don’t  dig  that  kind  of 
scene,  you  can  buy  a  ticket  anyway  —  as  a  gesture  of  your  devotion  and  revolutionary  zeal 
and  dedication  to  the  cause.  Advanced  tickets  will  be  $1.50,  available  at  the  SCN  office.  $2 
at  the  door. 

NEXT  ISSUE.  The  next  exciting,  thrill-packed  issue  of  Space  City  News  (or  whatever  we 
call  it)  will  appear  on  the  streets  Thursday,  Jan.  15. 

There’s  probably  lots  of  other  stuff  we  could  go  into,  but  this  letter’s  already  kind  of 
long.  So  we’ll  close  with  birthday  greetings  tothat  early  anarcho-communist  Jesus,  and  to  his 
Judaic  counterpart.  Mr.  Hanukkah. 

Love  and  struggle. 

The  Space  City  News  Collective 


LETTERS 


1217  Wichita 
Houston  77004 
526-6257 


<7/  Organizer 
Freed 


Comrades. 

On  Tuesday,  Dec.  2,  the  Military  court  of 
Review,  the  all-brass  appeals  court  in  the 
army,  overturned  the  two  convictions  of 
Bruce  “Gypsy"  Petersen. 

Gypsy  was  the  first  editor  of  the  Fatigue 
Press,  the  E.M.  (Enlisted  Man’s  newspaper  at 
Ft.  Hood.  He  was  framed  through  a 
concerted  conspiracy  by  the  Brass  and  the 
local  cops  in  Killeen  for  possession  of  traces 
of  n^rijuana.  The  purpose  of  the  bust  was 
to  try  and  crush  the  embryonic  G1 
movement  at  Ft.  Hood. 

It  didn’t  work.  The  brass  didn’t  under¬ 
stand  that  the  movement  doesn’t  grow  out 
of  leaders,  no  matter  how  creative,  inspiring 
or  militant,  but  rather  it  flows  from  the  real 
oppression  of  men  and  women  in  the  army. 
The  oppression  of  having  to  fight  a  racist 
and  imperialist  war  against  the  people  of 
Vietnam,  the  oppression  of  being  forced  to 
suppress  the  people  striving  for  justice  in 
this  country  and  the  real  oppression  of 
being  forced  into  a  fascistically  authori¬ 
tarian  army. 

That’s  where  the  movement  in  the  army 
comes  from.  Gypsy  knows  that  and  so  do  a 


growing  number  of  men  and  women  in  the 
army.  The  movement  will  not  be  stopped  by 
picking  off  its  leaders.  That’s  a  lesson  from 
history. 

Barring  any  more  of  the  Army’s  tricks. 
Gypsy  will  be  free  by  the  time  you  read  this 
article.  It’s  an  important  victory,  fifteen 
months  late. 

Chase  must  not  be  made  to  wait  that 
long! 

People  arc  urged  to  celebrate  Gypsy’s 

release  by  working  to  free  Richard  Chase! 
(Sec  story  this  issue)  People  should  contact: 
The  Richard  Chase  Defense  Committee 
101  Avenue  D 
Killeen.  Texas 

FT  A! 

FREE  RICHARD  CHASE! 
the  oleo  strut  collective 
Killeen 


Political  Prisoners 


Dear  Friends: 

A  group  of  concerned  citizens  has 
recently  organized  themselves  into  The 
Committee  United  for  Political  Prisoners. 
The  immediate  cause  for  organizing  was  the 


most  recent  arrest  of  Bobby  Seale.  National 
Chairman  of  the  Black  Panther  Party,  who. 
as  you  may  remember,  was  jailed  and  held 
without  bail  for  several  weeks. 

Bobby  was  suddenly  removed  from  his 
jail  cell  here  in  San  Francisco  and  taken  to 
Chicago  without  benefit  of  proper  judicial 
process  --  AND  ALL  THIS  WHILE  HIS 
LAWYERS  WERE  ARGUING  HIS  CASE 
IN  THE  COURTS.  He  is  one  of  the 
" Conspiracy  «V ”  currently  on  trial  in  a 
Federal  Court  in  Chicago.  At  that  trial, 
Bobby  Scale  has  been  subjected  to  the 
brutal  and  inhuman  treatment  of  being 
gagged  and  chained,  denied  his  constitution¬ 
al  right  of  legal  counsel  and  the  ability  to 
defend  his  own  case.  This  mockery  of 
justice  cannot  be  tolerated.  Most  recently. 
Bobby  is  charged  with  being  in  contempt  of 
court  and  has  received  a  sentence  of  four 
years  imprisonment. 

We  are  concerned  with  the  steady  and 
relentless  pressure  being  brought  against  the 
leadership  of  the  Black  Panthers,  the 
students,  the  war  draft  resisters  and  other 
minorities.  We  may  or  may  not  agree 
entirely  with  their  programs,  but  we  are 
agreed  that  the  present  political  climate  in 
this  country  is  repressive,  that  the  treatment 
of  unpopular  minority  views  in  our  courts  is 
a  severe  test  of  our  judicial  processes;  and 
that  we.  as  conscionable  prople  have  a 
responsibility  to  see  that  ALL  POLITICAL 
PRISONERS  shall  not  lack  funds  for  an 
adequate  and  thorough  legal  defense. 

We  ask  you  to  join  us  in  this  effort, 
funds  are  urgently  needed  now.  Please 
make  checks  payable  to  The  Committee 
United  for  Political  Prisoners  (CUPP).  701 
Fillmore  Street.  San  Francisco. 

Thank  you  for  your  concerned  interest. 

Rev.  A.  Cecil  Williams.  Chinn. 

Father  Eugene  J.  Boyle 
Rev.  Harry  B.  Scholefield,  D.D. 

San  Francisco 


Unbrainwash 


People. 

I  like  Space  City  News  very  much  and 
hope  you  will  look  on  my  letter  as 
comment,  not  criticism. 

first.  I  agree  with  your  policy  of 
exposing  establishment  oppression.  But  be 
careful,  don’t  let  your  (and  my)  disgust  at 
some  of  the  policics/practiccs  turn  your 
articles  into  vehicles  for  hate.  They  should 
be  vehicles  for  unbrainwashing  the  people 
who  aren’t  into  the  movement  yet,  and  the 
means  for  further  educating  movement 
people,  giving  us  tools  to  reach  iryto  heads 
on  an  individual  basis. 

Second.  I  don’t  think  we  have  lost  the 
Beatles.  I  believe  “Octopus  Garden”  is  just 
John.  Paul  and  George’s  concession  to 
where  Rmgo’s  head  is  at  the  moment.  I 
think  with  “Get  Back”  they  arc  advising  us 
not  to  get  so  lost  in  our  cosmic  frcakincss 
that  we  can’t  relate  to  the  needs  of  the 
people  we  left  behind.  Most  of  the  Beatles 
music  is  like  pop  festivals  in  that  they  can 
boost  our  morale  and  give  us  a  glimpse  of 
what  it’s  going  to  be  like,  after.  And  isn’t 
the  first  cut  of  Abbey  Road  titled  “Come 
Together.” 

finally  could  you  explain  of  justify 
confrontation  politics  to  nc.  It  seems  like 
these  tactics  alienate  two  persons  for  every 
one  hey  convert.  And  to  me.  the  idea  of 
the  evolution,  is  to  get  everyone  into  it.  so 
wr  r^m’t  have  to  have  one. 

Willi  >n  Farris 
lion  on 

letters  cont’d 
on  p.15 
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Hampton  Murdered 


CHICAGO  (LNS)  -  I  red  Hampton.  21. 
Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Illinois  Black 
Panther  Party  was  shot  and  killed  in  his  bed 
in  the  pre-dawn  hours  of  Dec.  4  by  Illinois 
State's  Attorney’s  Police. 

Also  murdered  was  Mark  Clark,  Panther 
defense  captain  of  Peoria.  III.  l  our  other 
Panthers  were  wounded  in  the  raid  on 
Hampton’s  apartment.  2337  W.  Monroe, 
one  block  from  the  Illinois  Black  Panther 
Party  Headquarters. 

Of  course,  that’s  not  the  way  the  police 
told  the  story.  They  would  have  us  believe 
that  Hampton  was  killed  after  police  tried 
to  enter  the  house  with  a  search  warrant  and 
were  met  by  a  “hail  of  bullets.  "They  would 
have  us  believe  that  during  a  gun  battle  that 
“must  have  gone  on  10  or  12  minutes "  with 
“six  or  seven  of  them  (Panthers)  firing.  " 
only  two  policemen  were  slightly  injured 
--  one  cut  on  the  hand  by  Hying  glass,  one 
grazed  on  the  arm  with  a  shotgun  bullet. 

They  would  have  us  believe  that 
throughout  this  furious  battle  Fred 
Hampton  never  moved  to  take  cover  from 
the  bed  where  his  body  was  found. 

They  would  have  us  believe  .  .  .well,  let 
them  tell  their  story  themselves. 

Sgt.  Daniel  Groth  of  the  State’s 
Attorney’s  Police,  leader  of  the  raid:  “I 
knocked  on  the  front  door  and  someone 
asked,  ‘who’s  there?’  I  identified  myself  as  a 
police  officer  and  said  I  had  a  warrant  to 
search  the  premises.  I  got  no  response.  I 
repeatedly  demanded  entry  for  several 
minutes.  Then  l  forced  the  front  door  with 
my  shoulder.  It  was  only  a  light  touch.  As  / 
entered  the  darkened  apartment,  I  saw  a  girl 
on  a  bed  holding  a  shotgun.  As  she  fired  the 
gun.  Detective  Duke  Davis  and  three  others 
fell  to  the  kitchen  floor.  ” 

Marshall  Rosenthal,  a  reporter  for  the 
Chicago  Seed,  doesn’t  go  along  with  that.  He 
reports:  “I  went  to  the  apartment  at  5 
o'clock  on  Dec.  4,  twelve  hours  after  the 
slaying.  Sgt.  Groth  is  lying.  He  said  he 
forced  the  front  door  open,  vjas  met  by 
gunfire,  then  four  of  his  cohorts  fell  to  the 
kitchen  floor. 

“Fact:  the  front  door  opens  onto  the 
front  room. 

“Fact:  the  kitchen  floor  is  in  the  kitchen 
which  is  the  back  room! 

“Fact:  the  front  room  door  shows  no 
evidence  of  having  been  forced. 

“Fact:  there  is  a  bullethole  in  the  front 
door,  which  was  made  by  a  bullet  entering 
the  front  room.  (Fired  after  the  “ hail  of 
gunfire"  that  met  the  police  and  left  no 
mark  whatsoever  on  the  door?) 

“Bobby  Rush,  Minister  of  Defense  of  the 
Illinois  Black  Panther  Party,  reported  that  a 
witness  to  the  raid  said  he  heard  a  knock  on 
the  front  door.  Someone  in  the  apartment 
asked,  ‘ Who’s  there??’  ’Tommy,’  was  the 
reply.  Then  a  gunshot  ripped  through  the 
door  and  into  the  front  room.  ” 

Rush  calls  it  *’ another  search  and  destroy 
mission  .  .  .this  vicious  murder  of  Chairman 
Fred  and  Clark  was  implemented  by  that 
dog  Nixon  and  (State’s  Attorney  Edward) 
Hanrahan  and  all  the  rest  of  the  pigs. 
Hampton  never  fired  back  when  the  pigs 
came  into  his  back  room  and  shot  Fred  in 
the  head.  He  couldn’t  have  fired  back 
because  he  was  asleep. 

“If  the  Panthers  had  as  many  weapons  as 
the  pigs  said  they  have  and  if  they  had  fired 
them,  there  would  have  to  be  evidence  those 
weapons  were  fired. ” 

There  is  no  evidence  in  the  apartment 
that  the  Panthers  Fired.  All  the  evidence 
points  the  other  way.  There  is  the  one  bullet 
hole  going  into  the  front  door.  There  are 
nine  bullet  holes  in  one  wall,  and  fourteen 
bullet  holes  in  another  wall.  The  last  set  of 
holes  is  the  effect  of  bullets  which  were  shot 
through  that  wall  from  an  adjoining 
bedroom. 

And  there  is  the  place  where  1-red 
Hampton  died.  A  mattress  soaked  with 
blood  and  riddled  with  bullet  holes.  And  the 
place  where  Mark  Clark  died  —  behind  a 
door,  hardly  the  best  place  to  be  if  you’re 
taking  part  in  a  gun  battle. 

Four  other  Panthers  were  taken  to  Cook 
County  Hospital.  They  are:  Ronald  (Doc) 


Fred  Hampton.  Kioto  by  LNS 


Satchel,  19,  Minister  of  Medicine  and 
organizer  of  the  Panther  health  clinic,  shot 
in  the  abdomen  and  left  leg;  Blair  Anderson, 
18,  shot  in  the  abdomen;  Vernlin  Brewer, 
17,  shot  in  the  right  leg  and  left  hand  and 
Brenda  Harris,  18,  shot  in  the  right  leg  and 
left  hand.  They  are  all  under  arrest. 

Three  others  were  arrested  -  Deborah 
Johnson  19  (who  is  eight  months  pregnant); 
Louis  Truelock,  39  and  Harold  Bell,  23.  All 
will  be  charged  with  attempted  murder. 

But  the  Panthers  are  not  backing  down 
on  the  struggle.  The  morning  after  Chairman 
Fred  and  Mark  Clark  were  murdered,  a 
phone  call  to  the  Chicago  Panther 
headquarters  was  answered  by  “Black 
Panther  Party  -  Be  Strong!" 

After  all,  it  isn’t  as  if  this  was  an  entirely 
new  experience  for  them.  Twenty-eight 


Panthers  have  been  killed  since  the 
inception  of  the  party.  Over  the  last  year, 
the  police  all  across  the  country  have  been 
carrying  on  a  campaign  of  terror  against  the 
Black  Panther  Party.  In  Chicago,  just  weeks 
earlier,  another  member  of  the  Panthers, 
Jack  Winters,  was  killed  by  the  police,  and 
Laurence  Bell  was  shot  and  critically 
wounded.  The  police  at  that  time  didn’t 
make  their  attack  at  four  in  the  morning 
when  their  victims  were  asleep  -  two  police 
were  killed  when  Jack  and  Laurence  fought 
back. 

On  December  2,  police  raided  an 
apartment  at  8000  S.  Merrill  Ave.  in 
Chicago  and  severely  beat  three  Panthers: 
Lynn  French,  who  is  six  months  pregnant, 
Eugenia  Reed  and  Tony  Harris.  Harris  was 
hospitalized  in  critical  condition. 

There  have  been  repeated  attacks  on  the 


Party  headquarters.  And  through  it  all,  the 
Panthers  have  continued  to  build  their 
program  in  the  black  community  -  setting 
up  free  breakfast  programs,  free  medical 
clinics. 

The  writing  on  the  wall  is  clear.  The 
Black  Panther  Party  recognizes  that  there  is 
no  backing  away  from  the  struggle.  Bobby 
Rush,  speaking  at  the  University  of  Chicago 
the  afternoon  after  Fred  Hampton’s  death, 
said,  “  The  people  will  beat  the  pigs  to 
death  and  just  because  Chairman  Fred  has 
fallen  does  not  signal  the  end  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party  in  Illinois.  " 

“  When  one  of  us  falls,  one  thousand  will 
take  his  place. " 


Panther  Shoot-Out  in  L. A. 


By  Jon  Wiener 

LOS  ANGELES  (LNS)  -  Thirteen  Black 
Panthers  held  off  300  Los  Angeles  police  for 
nearly  five  hours  Monday,  Dec.  8,  after  a 
5:30  A.M.  attack  on  the  Los  Angeles 
Panther  headquarters.  Eleven  men  and  eight 
women  finally  surrendered  after  police  fired 
90  tear  gas  canisters  into  their  office. 

Six  of  them  were  wounded,  two  serious¬ 
ly,  and  one  of  the  women  suffered  a 
miscarriage  during  the  attack.  Three  detect¬ 
ives  were  also  wounded,  one  seriously. 

The  300  police  were  joined  by  FBI 
agents.  National  Guard  and  Naval  Intelli¬ 
gence  officers  in  what  looked  like  a  battle  in 
Vietnam.  The  police  used  M-14  rifles  and 
wore  military  type  Hak  vests  and  helmets. 
Held  ready  for  action  wa*  &  tank-like 
armoured  personnel  carrier  (the  type  used  in 
Vietnam),  donated  by  a  National  Guard  unit 


for  the  occasion.  A  police  helicopter 
hovered  over  the  battle  scene.  The  cops  set 
off  two  dynamite  charges  on  the  roof  of  the 
Panther  building. 

The  pretext  for  the  attack,  similar  to  the 
pretexts  used  in  other  raids  on  Panther 
offices,  was  a  police  claim  that  illegal 
weapons  and  wanted  persons  were  inside. 

After  the  attack,  the  Los  Angeles  Police 
Department  (L.A.P.D.)  prepared  to  meet  an 
organized  popular  assault  on  precinct 
buildings  and  headquarters.  The  department 
issued  a  tactical  alert  for  the  entire  city  of 
Los  Angeles  and  mobilized  the  headquart¬ 
ers’  emergency  command  center-events 


reminiscent  of  the  Watts  uprising.  Cops 
armed  with  shotguns  were  stationed  on  the 
roofs  of  precinct  houses  throughout  the 
city,  and  headquarters  was  heavily  guarded. 
Police  scheduled  to  go  off  duty  in  the 
morning  were  kept  on  through  the  day. 

Michael  Pennwell,  a  Panther  spokesman, 
said  police  had  been  harassing  the  Panther 
office  for  the  past  three  weeks.  “We  knew  it 
was  coming,  we  just  didn’t  know  when. 
They  sealed  the  neighborhood  off  once 
before  but  when  we  called  the  reporters 
they  opened  it  up  again."  We  said  the 
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The  current  Strike  of  150,000  General  Electric  workers  is  shaping  up  to  be 
one  of  the  most  significant  labor  struggles  in  many  years. 

Real  wages  ( the  spending  power  of  dollars  earned,  taking  into  account  the 
effects  of  inflation)  have  been  declining  for  U.S.  workers  since  1964,  and 
workers  around  the  country  are  in  a  mood  to  fight  back.  Figures  from  the 
Department  of  Labor  show  that  there  were  over  4,700  strikes  in  1968  (with 
42,400,000  man-days  lost)  as  compared  with  an  annual  average  of 3,466  strikes 
( 1 8,600,000  man-days  lost)  in  the  1960-64  period.  This  increased  strike  activity 
reflects,  among  other  things,  the  growing  militancy  of  black  workers  around  the 
country,  who  have  led  many  of  the  walk-outs. 

The  giant  U.S.  corporations,  in  their  persistent  drive  for  maximum  profits, 
would  like  nothing  better  than  to  stem  this  tide  of  labor  militancy. 

GE  in  particular  is  pulling  out  all  the  stops  in  an  effort  to  break  this  strike.  If 
GE  succeeds,  other  corporations  will  be  encouraged  to  turn  the  screws  against 
their  workers  a  little  tighter.  That’s  why  union-men  around  the  country  —  and 
corporate  bosses  - —  are  closely  following  the  progress  of  the  strike. 

General  Electric,  as  the  following  article  shows,  is  no  small  enemy.  But  history 
shows  that  working  people,  united  and  determined,  can  and  will  win! _ 


shoulders  of  the  bosses,  whose  imperialist 
war  in  Vietnam,  exorbitant  interest  rates, 
and  high  prices  have  forced  workers’  real 
wages  down  for  the  past  three  years. 

All  these  weapons  have  been  used  to  fight 
workers  before.  GE  and  the  government  are 
old  friends.  In  fact,  the  government  won’t 
even  force  GE  to  charge  a  fair  price  for  a 
lousy  light  bulb.  GE  makes  a  51%  profit 
from  each  bulb  it  sells,  and  it  has  the  market 
practically  cornered. 

Not  only  that,  but  the  light  bulbs  we  buy 
today  bum  out  sooner  than  those  GE  made 
in  1932  (Progress  is  whose  most  important 
product?).  In  1933,  when  things  were  tough 
all  over,  GE  started  making  shorter-burning 
bulbs  —  and  saved  itself  from  going  in  the 
red.  Many  cases  have  been  brought  to  court, 
some  have  been  won,  but  GE  continues  to 
sell  its  shoddy  goods  unhampered. 

While  the  government’s  right  hand  slaps 
the  wrists  of  a  few  GE  executives  —  30 
days  in  jail  for  years  of  screwing  the  people 
--  its  left  hand  makes  tidy  deals  with  the 
company.  In  1962  the  U.S.  government  gave 


GE  imperialism 

GE,  the  nation’s  fourth  largest  corporation, 
has  branches  flung  out  all  over  the  world  in 
more  than  100  countries,  on  every 
continent.  That  is,  GE  like  all  other  major 
U.  S.  corporations,  is  imperialist. 

Imperialism  is  a  term  that  gets  tossed 
around  quite  a  bit  these  days,  and  it  is  a 
word  that  calls  up  images  of  Kipling  and  the 
British  colonies  in  Africa,  India,  and  Asia. 
The  U.S.  ruling  class  through  its  media,  its 
schools,  and  its  apologists,  would  very  much 
like  us  to  completely  identify  imperialism 
with  its  19th  century  trappings  so  that  the 
living  reality  of  modern,  American-style 
imperialism  will  remain  obscured.  But  let's 
look  at  precisely  what  is  involved  here. 

A  company  like  GE  has  one  driving  goal: 
to  maximize  its  profits.  To  this  end  it  will 
fix  prices,  over-charge  consumers,  and  screw 
its  workers  every  way  conceivable.  Under 
capitalism,  a  company  must  constantly 
expand  in  order  to  survive,  and  so  GE  like 
other  corporate  giants,  has  foraged  the  globe 
in  search  of  new  ‘  opportunities.  ”  From 
Ceylon  to  Italy,  General  Electric  “creates 
jobs, ’’jobs  with  low  pay  and  rotten  working 
conditions.  These  jobs  line  GE’s  pockets 
with  super-profits  and  bring  misery  to  the 
imperialized  workers 

In  U.S.  plants,  bosses  have 
threatened  to  move  their  plants  overseas 
whenever  workers  have  shown  signs  of 
fighting  the  company.  Since  one-quarter  of 
GE’s  workers  are  overseas,  producing 
$791,000,000  worth  of  goods  annually,  the 
company  can  use  these  workers  against  their 
American  brothers  and  sisters  to  continue 
production  during  the  strike.  Some  overseas 
workers  have  fought  this.  Workers  in  a  GE 
subsidiary  held  a  one-day  work  stoppage  in 
sympathy  with  American  strikers.  Ceylon 
dock  workers  have  refused  to  load  GE 
products.  Japanese  electrical  workers  have 
contributed  to  the  strike  fund. 


nazi  buddies 

GE’s  imperialism  is  not  a  new  thing.  One 
recent  high  point  was  in  1940.  when  GE  was 
dealing  with  the  Krupp  armament 
manufacturers  in  Nazi  Germany  to  form 
international  cartels  —  at  the  same  time 
that  Krupp  bombs  were  pouring  down  on 
England  and  France. 

The  Krupp  incident  forced  the  U.S. 
government  to  level  charges  against  GF.  In 
fact.  GE  has  been  running  in  and  out  of 
court  to  defend  its  price-fixing,  its  shoddy 
merchandise  and  its  anti-union  policies  since 
1911.  The  courts  have  sometimes  been 
forced  to  order  GF  to  stop  these  practices, 
but  the  government  hasn't  been  eager  to 
enforce  the  rulings.  After  all.  the 
government  is  GF’s  best  customer,  and  GF 
is  the  second  largest  government  contractor. 
The  Defense  Department  accounts  for  20% 
of  GF  sales. 


GF  along  with  the  auto  and  rubber 
industries  which  face  negotiations  next 
year  would  like  to  hold  back  on  wage 
increases.  If  they  can  force  the  workers  to 
bear  the  brunt  of  inflation  caused  by  their 
war  in  Vietnam,  they  can  continue  their 
price-fixing  and  war- profiteering 
unhampered.  And  as  the  war  in  Vietnam 


continues.  GE  and  the  other  imperialists  can 
buy  a  few  more  years.  The  U.S.  government 
is  all  too  happy  to  help  GE  with  this  little 
plan,  and  it’s  hauling  out  every  weapon  in 
its  arsenal  to  try  to  smash  the  striking 
workers. 

The  government’s  cops  break  up  picket 
lines  across  the  country  when  workers  try  to 
keep  the  plants  from  operating.  Violent 
confrontations  of  strikers  and  police  have 
occurred  in  Bloomington,  Indiana,  and 
Schenectady.  N.Y..  In  Lynn,  Mass.,  cops 
who  escort  scabs  through  picket  lines  have 
their  overtime  paid  directly  by  GF. 

The  government  also  tries  to  spread  the 
false  idea  that  this  is  a  strike  against  the 
"national  interest."  that  it  hurts  the  "war 
effort.  "  that  it  will  "eause  inflation.  "  GF 
workers  in  defense  related  plants  are 
threatened  with  Taft-Hartlcy  injunctions  if 
their  strike  becomes  effective.  Secretary  of 
Labor  Schultz  went  on  television  to  defend 
the  GF  bosses,  saying  that  they  would  have 
to  hold  he  line  against  inflationary  wage 
increases. 


bosses’  losses? 


GF  profits  after  taxes,  plus  depreciation 
allowances,  have  gone  up  200%  since  1 960. 
Stockholders  make  an  average  of  15% 
profit.  GF’s  profits  in  1968  were  14.8%, 
against  12.1%  in  all  manufacturing.  Schultz 
and  his  crew  will  do  anything  to  keep 
people  from  putting  the  blame  for  inflation 
where  it  belongs  squarely  on  the 


industry,  including  GE,  a  7%  tax  credit  to 
“ induce  investment. "  The  way  the  GE 
owners  saw  it.  it  was  a  tax  credit  to  help 
them  step  up  their  exploitation  of  workers. 
GE  also  got  a  13%  profit  margin  on  a 
contract  for  turbine  electric  drive  equip¬ 
ment  for  submarines  in  1968.  The  average 
profit  for  this  kind  of  work  is  6.9%. 

In  the  same  year.  President  Fred  Borch’s 
annual  salary  was  raised  from  S249.990  to 
$287,486.  But  GE’s  " take-it-or-leave-it " 
bargaining  approach,  known  as  Boulwarism, 
declared  illegal  this  year,  is  being  blatantly 
used  during  the  current  strike.  And  we 
haven’t  seen  any  GF  owners  dragged  off  to 
jail. 

There  arc  those  who  would  argue  that 


GE’s  history  of  collusion  against  the  people 
is  an  unfortunate  blemish  on  the  free 
enterprise  system,  a  mere  “ aberration  of  the 
system.  ”  Sure  it  is,  just  like  the  Vietnam 
war,  the  Dominican  intervention,  the  armed 
supression  of  black  people,  the  Defense 
Department’s  contract  with  Delano 
grape-growers,  and  the  despicable  cop 
brutality  in  support  of  every  scab  who  ever 
tried  to  cross  a  picket  line.  The  truth  is  that 
the  government  is  run  by  the  big  corpora¬ 
tions  like  GE  and  it  will  drop  its  facade  of 
“ impartiality  ”  the  moment  the  going  gets 
rough. 

The  fight  of  the  3,000  GE  strikers  in 
Texas  is  especially  difficult  and  especially 
important.  GE,  like  most  other  companies, 
has  chosen  to  cripple  trade  unionism  in  the 
South  and  Southwest,  the  better  to  screw 
workers  in  both  South  and  North. 


union 

stop  clause 


GE  promotes  such  groups  as  the 
anti-labor  " Southern  States  Industrial 
Council,”  which  lobbies  for 
"Right-to-work”  laws.  Right-to-work  laws, 
banning  union  shops,  cripple  trade  union 
organizing.  But  E.  H.  Deeken,  a  local  GE 
plant  manager,  put  it  much  better  in  a 
friendly  letter  he  wrote  to  GE  workers  here: 

“Even  if  a  Union  Shop  Clause  did  appear 
in  the  new  contract  it  would  not  go  into 
effect  until  the  contract  is  signed  and 
would  in  no  way  be  retroactive.  More 
importantly,  a  union  shop  clause  would 
have  absolutely  no  effect  on  any  of  you 
—  or  on  any  other  General  Electric 
employee  in  Texas.  Our  state’s  right-to- 
work  law  would  override  any  such 
contract  clause.  Texas  is  one  of  19  states 
having  a  law  that  guarantees  a  person  the 
right  to  work  without  having  to  join  a 
union. 

Lucky  Texas!  But  what  does  enlightened 
legislation  like  this  mean  to  the  Texas  GE 
worker?  A  furnace  operator  here  makes 
$2.81  an  hour.  In  Detroit,  the  same  job  pays 
$3.65.  Other  wage  differentials  range  from 
.14  to  $1.04  an  hour.  In  the  case  of  a 
furnace  operator,  the  differential  gives  us 
these  figures,  based  on  40-hour  week  and  a 


50-week  year  . 

HOUSTON 

DETROIT 

Hourly  Wage . 2.81 

Annual  Income  (Gross) 

3.65 

.  5.620 

7,300 

U.  S.  Dept,  of  Labor 

Moderate  Budget 

1967  .  8.301 

8,981 

The  GE  bosses,  with  their  "right- 
to- work  "  laws,  can  try  to  keep  the  wages 
of  Houston  workers  low.  They  can  threaten 
Detroit  workers  to  move  their  plants  to 
places  like  Houston  when  settlement  time 
comes  up.  As  an  ad  in  the  Wall  Street 
Journal  proudly  claimed,  "with  a  Texas 
location  you  will  receive  a  23%  labor 
productivity  bonus;  SIS.  1 77  in  value  added 
by  manufacture  per  Texas  workers  vs. 
$1 4.772  nationally.  Too.  you  can  expect 
work-stoppage  time-loss  to  be  40%>  less  than 
the  national  average.  "  Right-to-work  laws 
mean  lower  wages  for  workers,  bigger 
profits  for  bosses,  and  repression  of  the 
whole  labor  movement. 

The  Houston  GE  workers  arc  determined 
to  win.  GE  is  forced  to  import  scabs  from  as 
far  away  as  Connecticut  to  try  to  run  their 
plants.  But  production  is  still  slowed  almost 
to  a  halt.  Reports  from  Dallas  and  Tyler 
indicate  that  the  strike  is  solid  in  those 
cities. 

JUST  AS  THE  FLINT  STRIKERS 
BROUGHT  GM  TO  ITS  KNEES  IN  1937, 
JUST  AS  NEWPORT  SHIPBUILDERS 
FOUGHT  TOGETHER  LIKE  BROTHERS 
IN  1967, 

THE  GE  WORKERS.  UNITED  AND 
DETERMINED.  WILL  SURELY  WIN! 


KROGER 
BO  YCOTT 


Texas  Gulf  Coast  building  trade  unions 
launched  a  consumer  boycott  last  month 
against  all  Henkc-Krogcr  grocery  stores  in 
the  Houston-Galvcston  area.  Leaflets  were 
distributed  at  Kroger  supermarkets  asking 
customers  to  boycott  this  grocery  chain 
which  aworded  a  construction  contract  to 
non-union  strikebreakers.  Brown  &  Root. 

The  Kroger  Co.  awarded  a  S5.6  million 
contract  to  Borwn  &  Root  for  the 


construction  of  a  large  distribution  center 
off  Gellhorn  Drive.  Brown  &  Root  underbid 
seven  union  contractors  for  the  work. 

The  union  handbills  ask:  "Please  don’t 
buy  from  Kroger  Co.  (Ilenkc-Pillot).  a  firm 
that  apparently  sanctions  the  payment  of 
substandard  wages  by  Brown  <4  Root,  Inc:, 
an  open  shop  contractor  that  pays  sub¬ 
standard  wages  which  lower  and  undercut 
the  established  wages  in  this  area.  " 

A  Brown  &  Root  spokesman  said, 
"Brown  &  Root  does  not  pay  substandard 
wages  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  we  have 
20. 000- plus  happy  employees.  And  during 
our  50  years  of  service  to  the  public,  not 
one  of  our  employees  has  ever  struck  or 
picketed  us.  " 

BOYCOTT  HENKE-KROGFR! 


Houston  Workers 
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Striker  on  picket  line  at  GE's  Reconditioning  plant, 
23  Japhet  in  Houston. 


Fight  GE 

“If  this  walkout  is  going  to  he  a 
battleground ,  let  us  make  it  a  hot  one/' 
cried  Al  Grospiron,  president  of  the 
International  Union  of  Oil,  Chemical  and 
Atomic  Workers,  in  addressing  a  crowd  of 
some  300  General  Electric  strikers  and 
strike  supporters  in  Houston  Nov.  19. 

The  electrical  workers,  on  strike  at 
Houston’s  three  General  Electric  plants, 
were  meeting  to  map  local  strategy  for  a 
national  consumer  boycott  of  all  GE 
products  for  the  duration  of  the  strike. 

The  strikers  responded  to  Grospiron  with 
cheers  and  loud  applause.  Right  on! 

As  the  massive  nationwide  strike  of 
150,000  members  of  1 1  major  unions  enters 
its  third  month,  negotiations  in  New  York 
are  still  at  a  standstill.  The  key  issues  in  the 
strike  are  the  unions’  demands  for  a 
three-year  wage  package  of  90  cents  an  hour 
in  addition  to  improvements  in  pension, 
insurance,  and  other  fringe  benefits.  The 
company  has  offered  a  three-year  contract 
providing  for  a  6%  increase  in  the  first  year 
of  20  cents  to  30  cents  per  hour  and  a  wage 
reopener  in  each  of  the  two  remaining  years 
of  the  agreement. 

An  issue  crucial  to  the  GE  strikers  in 
Houston  is  the  elimination  of  geographical 
wage  differentials,  whereby  workers  in 
Southern  plants  are  paid  lower  wage  levels 
than  Northern  workers  on  the  same  job  are 
paid. 

"It’s  just  another  way  to  keep  us 
divided,”  said  a  striker  walking  the  picket 
line  at  Houston’s  95-man  GE  Metallurgical 
Products  plant.  All  the  determined  women 
and  men  we  talked  to  on  the  three  picket 
lines  were  just  as  confident  of  their  strength 
and  solidarity  this  week  as  they  were  when 
we  spoke  to  them  a  month  ago. 

Black,  brown  and  anglo  picketers  were 
joking  about  “Mr.  Generous  Electric"  as  they 
showed  us  a  copy  of  a  recent  letter  sent  to 
the  union  members  by  their  plant  manager; 
the  letter  described  GE’s  “generous"  new 
contract  offers  and  concluded,  “If  you 
believe  your  union  acted  too  hastily  in 
rejecting  this  offer,  I  suggest  you  make  your 
views  known  to  your  local  union  officials 
promptly. " 

The  strikers,  however,  know  they’re  up 
against  a  monster  of  a  company.  The  unions 
have  had  to  show  a  united  front  against  the 
nation’s  second  largest  defense  contractor 
(its  1968  Pentagon  contracts  amounted  to 
$1.6  billion). 

“With  letters  like  these,”  said  Bill 
Willaims,  President  of  Local  1008  of  the 
International  Union  of  Electrical  Workers, 
“if  they  get  a  wedge  in  between  the  unions 
and  membership,  they  will  destroy  the 
union.  If  GE  wins  this  one,  it'll  set  the 
efforts  of  the  common  working  people  back 
20  years. " 

Although  the  11-union  coalition  of 
electrical  workers  nationally  are  pressing  for 
significant  wage  increases  and  a  30-month 
contract,  AFL-CIO  President  George  Meany 
has  indicated  a  settlement  is  possible  on 
lesser  terms  if  and  when  GE  recognizes  the 
established  bargaining  role  of  the  union  in 
all  labor-management  relations. 

Here  the  union  bureaucracy  is  acting  in 
the  interest  of  preserving  the  great  material 
benefits  they  have  enjoyed  as  a  result  of 
their  positions  as  brokers  between  the  union 
ranks  and  management,  and  hot  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  union  rank  and  file. 

But  on  the  picket  lines  in  Houston,  the 
strikers  are  demonstrating  that  they  are  not 
willing  to  settle  for  anything  less  than  the 
35-cents-an-hour  demand. 

And  GE  is  feeling  the  bite.  Strikers 
estimate  that  the  Metallurgical  Products 
plant  is  operating  at  “maybe  20%  of  the 
capacity. "  The  plant  is  being  run  on  1 2-hour 
skeleton  shifts,  and  thus  far  there  is  only 
one  union  scab  still  at  work. 

Picketters  told  us  that  GE  has  recruited 


about  a  dozen  student  scabs  from  nearby 
Gulf  Coast  Bible  College.  The  single  union 
scab,  a  former  Bible  College  student,  told 
fellow  workers  that  he  was  scabbing  because 
“God  told  me  to  go  back  to  work.  " 

Women  workers  walking  the  picket  line  at 
the  GE  Reconditioning  plant  at  23  Japhet 
told  us  that  since  last  week  a  plant 
supervisor  has  been  wearing  a  security  guard 
uniform  and  has  escorted  delivery  trucks  in 
and  out  of  the  plant.  They  said  the  only 
trucks  not  honoring  their  picket  line  were 
Hatfield,  Strickland,  Central  and  Triple  E, 
all  independent  non-union  truck  lines. 

The  GE  strike  presents  a  unique  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  show  who  the  ruling  class  in  this 
country  is  and  how  they  act  to  maintain 
their  control  over  the  world’s  working 
people.  GE  has  been  a  bastion  of  anti- 
-worker  ideology  for  many  years,  (sec  SCN 
No.  10).  At  the  same  time,  it  is  a  leader 
among  giant  corporations  in  proposing 
such  corporate  liberal  measures  as  urban 
renewal,  guaranteed  income  plans  and  other 
social  welfare  innovations.  Almost  anything 
to  keep  their  workers  happy. 

GE  has  pioneered  in  price-fixing  agree¬ 
ments  and  other  monopolistic  practices  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  connection  between 
the  blatant  hypocrisy  of  the  corporate 
bosses  and  the  conspiracy  against  American 
workers’  living  standards  and  job  conditions 
is  sharpest  during  this  strike.  From  the  point 
of  view  of  the  GE  workers,  more  important 
than  the  economic  demands  is  the  question 
of  company  arrogance  -  its  paternalism,  its 
refusal  to  recognize  worker  organizations  as 
legitimate  and  its  authoritarian  labor  rela¬ 
tions  policies. 

Once  we  understand  GE’s  position  in  the 
power  structure,  then  we  can  build  mass 
support  for  the  strike  by  going  out  to  the 
picket  lines  at  4435  W.  12th,  3530  W.  12th, 
and  23  Japhet  to  show  our  solidarity  visibly. 
Bring  coffee,  food  and  encouragement. 

IUE  Local  1008  would  also  like  support¬ 
ers  to  attend  their  Christmas  party  at  2  P.M. 
on  Saturday,  Dec.  20,  at  their  picket  line 
(4435  W.  12th,  call  681-5021  for  directions), 
when  Santa  Claus  will  be  giving  presents  to 
the  strikers’  kids.  If  you  wish  to  donate  new 
presents,  call  the  Harris  County  AFL-CIO 
Women’s  Auxiliary  at  923-9473. 

Although  a  national  bovcott  against  GE 


has  been  underway  for  several  weeks, 
boycott  activities  in  Houston  began  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  17,  when  strikers  and  their 
families  picketted  about  ten  Globe  and 
K-Mart  stores,  asking  customers  to  refrain 
from  buying  any  GE  and  Hotpoint  products 
this  Christmas. 

GE  workers  need  your  help  if  the  boycott 
is  to  be  successful.  Supporters  should 
organize  groups  of  three  to  four  people  who 
are  willing  to  picket  a  department  store 
during  heavy  shopping  hours  and  should  call 
the  AFL-CIO  at  923-9473  to  find  out  where 
to  go  and  when. 

Union  members  must  overcome  all 
company-inspired  divisions,  especially  rac¬ 


ism  against  black  and  Latin  workers  and  the 
putting  down  of  women  workers  by  men. 
GE  is  notorious  for  paying  minority  group 
workers  less  than  white,  male  workers.  This 
creates  the  kind  of  disunity  that  prevents 
workers  from  really  beating  GE  in  the 
immediate  struggle. 

But  it  is  not  just  the  responsibility  of  GE 
workers  to  make  this  battle,  ALL  workers  in 
ALL  industries  must  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
GE  strikers.  Picket  lines  should  be  sup¬ 
ported  in  a  massive  way;  money  must  be 
raised  for  the  GE  strike  fund.  And  all  GE 
products  must  be  left  on  the  shelves. 

BOYCOTT  GE  AND  HOTPOINT! 


G.L  Profits:  $2  Billion  - 
$14,000  per  Worker  in 
3-Tear  Contract! 

Tbe  GE  that  cries  about  inflation  causes  it. 
GE  made  a  gross  profit  over  tbe  last  three- 
year  contract  of  MORE  THAN  TWO  BIL¬ 
LION  DOLLARS!  That’s  a  profit  of  nearly 
*14,000  for  every  striking  production  worker: 

1967  . *669,451,000 

1968  . *663,653,000 

1969  (estimate) . 736,000,000 

Total  3  years . *2,068,000,000 

This  billion-dollar  corporation  is  directed 
by  the  controlling  sections  of  U.S.  Big  Busi¬ 
ness: 

T.S.  Gates:  Morgan  Guaranty  Trust;  R. 
Lazarus:  Rockefeller’s  Chase  Manhattan  Bank; 
G.H.  Love:  Chrysler,  Union  Carbide,  Mellon 
National  Bank;  W.B.  Wriston:  First  National 
City  Bank  of  N.Y.;  J*P.  Austin:  Morgan  Guar¬ 
anty  Trust,  Coca  Cola;  G.W.  Humphrey:  Texa¬ 
co,  National  Steel,  National  City  Bank  of 
Cleveland. 

These  are  the  industrial  and  banking  finan¬ 
ciers  that  GE  workers  are  fighting,  the  ones 
that  run  the  U.S.  government  and  economy. 
Their  cause  is  the  cause  of  all  workers. 


BOYCOTT 


in  austin  — 


CHICANO  SHOW 


OF  STRENGTH 


by  Barbara  Hines 

AUSTIN-  Some  1,500  Chicanos  gathered  for  a  rally  Nov.  30  on  the  Capitol  grounds  here 
to  coalesce  support  for  a  year-old  strike  of  Chicano  workers  at  Economy  Furniture,  and  to 
express  solidarity  with  the  growing  Chicano  movement  in  Texas  and  the  Southwest. 

The  events  leading  to  the  Chicano  Unity  Demonstration  began  in  May,  1968.  At  that 
time  workers  at  Economy  Furniture  in  Austin  voted  by  a  3-1  margin  (252  out  of  400)  to 
join ’Local  456,  Upholsterer  International  Union  (UIU)  of  North  America.  Economy 
management  refused  to  recognize  the  UIU  and  challenged  the  results  of  the  election.  UIU 
Local  456  members  stayed  on  the  job  and  waited  for  a  ruling  from  the  regional  director  of 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Board. 

The  ruling  came  in  October.  1968,  ordering  Economy  to  recognize  and  bargain  with  the 
UIU.  Economy  refused  to  do  so,  and  appealed  the  NLRB  ruling  to  the  Labor  Board  in 
Washington.  The  board  found  that  the  company  was  violating  the  Federal  National  Labor 
Relations  Act. 


insure  adequate  security. 

Interestingly  enough,  the  City  council 
had  previously  issued  various  permits  to  the 
Student  Mobilization  Committee  for  anti¬ 
war  marches  (and  this  could  hardly  be 
because  of  their  dovish  position  on  the  war) 
and  tb  the  Veteran’s  Association  for  a 
Veteran’s  Day  March.  But  the  existence  of 
an  organized  minority  group  challenging  the 
status  quo  was  too  subversive. 

As  it  turned  out,  the  city  did  have  the 
resources  to  hire  a  helicopter  to  hover  over 
the  rally  the  entire  afternoon,  and  to  pay 
some  100  helmeted  riot-control  police  and 
state  cops  (DPS)  to  stand  guard  in  case  the 
demonstrators  defied  the  order  and  marched 
in  the  streets. 

This  was  the  city’s  way  of  trying  to 
intimidate  Chicanos,  especially  those  who 
had  never  participated  in  a  political  march, 
to  stay  away  -  or.  upon  seeing  1 00  armed 
cops,  never  to  attend  another. 

Still  not  satisfied,  the  city  issued  a 
restraining  order  on  the  leaders  of  LUCHA, 
holding  them  or  any  other  member  of  the 
group  responsible  for  any  violence  that 
might  take  place  at  the  demonstration. 

Chicanos  from  all  over  Texas  -  including 
MAYO  (Mexican  American  Youth  Organiza¬ 
tion)  from  Uvalde,  MAYA  from  E!  Paso, 
PASO  (Political  Association  of  Spanish 


Speaking  Organizations)  from  Houston  - 
attended  the  rally.  The  speakers,  other  than 
the  strikers  themselves,  included  Mike 
Barragan  from  Arizona,  Jose  Angel  Gutier- 
res,  founder  of  MAYO,  Mario  Compean, 
head  of  the  Texas  MAYO,  San  Antonio 
County  Commissioner  Albert  Pena  and 
others. 

Before  the  rally,  a  car  caravan  drove 
through  the  heart  of  the  East  Austin 
“ barrio , "  honking  horns  and  telling  people 
about  the  strike.  "Que  se  una  el  pueblo,  que 
viva  la  raia  unida!"  The  support  was 
impressive.  Little  kids  in  tattered  clothes, 
old  men,  women,  poured  out  to  give  the 
victory  sign  -  others  held  up  clenched  fists. 

The  demonstration  itself  drew  about 
1,500  Chicanos,  though  the  straight  press 
estimated  the  crowd  at  only  600.  Spirit  was 
high  and  the  crowd  was  responsive  and 
determined  as  they  waved  fists  and  shouted 
"BASTA!"  Enough!". 

After  the  rally,  the  marchers  moved  down 
Congress  Avenue  marching  on  the  sidewalks 
to  6th  Street  and  then  back  to  the  Capital, 
under  the  watchful  eyes  of  the  cops.  The 
marchers  yelled  at  them,  you  're  only 
pawns!"  but  they  replied  with  stony  faces. 
There  was  no  violence  during  the  march. 

After  the  demonstration  broke  up,  the 

continued  on  10 


Meanwhile,  the  regional  director  issued  an 
unfair  labor  practice  charge  against 
Economy,  accusing  it  of  illegally  refusing  to 
bargain  with  the  UIU.  On  Nov.  27,  1968, 
the  members  of  the  union  became  fed  up 
with  Economy  owner  Milton  Smith’s 
deliberate  stalling  and  voted  to  strike. 

In  1948.  21  years  ago.  Smith  promised 
the  workers  at  Economy  that  their  wages 
would  be  increased  and  their  working 
conditions  improved.  In  1968,  a  worker 
who  had  been  with  the  company  for  20 
years  had  received  a  2-cent  wage  increase 
and  his  salary  was  $1.81  per  hour  -  not  even 
20  cents  over  the  minimum  wage.  Chicanos 
who  had  been  working  there  for  years  found 
themselves  training  newly-hired  Anglos,  who 
were  shortly  promoted  to  foremen  and 
managers. 

Working  conditions  are  equally  deplor¬ 
able.  The  paint  room  is  purposely  - 
under-ventilated  to  keep  the  paint  from 
drying  too  fast.  A  white  powder  used  to 
mark  patterns  on  cloth  causes  throat 
irritations.  The  company  closes  for  one 
week  over  the  4th  of  July.  At  this  time,  all 
workers  are  given  a  week’s  vacation,  that  is, 
minus  the  legal  holiday  of  July  4.  Any  sick 
leave  is  deducted  from  the  week’s  vacation, 
so  that  a  worker  who  is  sick  for  a  week 
forfeits  his  paid  vacation. 

Since  the  workers  went  out  on  strike  in 
November,  1968.  it’s  been  a  long,  hard 
struggle.  Smith  has  recruited  scabs  -  other 
Chicanos,  blacks  and  women  -  from  near-by 
small  towns,  where  job  opportunities  are 
scarce.  Production  has  dropped  below 
normal,  but  the  factory  is  still  operating. 

Meanwhile,  the  strikers  have  been  man¬ 
ning  a  picket  line  from  7  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
daily,  and  the  union  shack  is  open  24  hours 
a  day.  The  strikers  have  been  picketing 
through  biting  cold  weather  and  blistering 
heat  for  one  year,  yet  morale  is  high.  They 
believe  they  will  win  and,  since  the  strike 
began.  17  have  walked  out  of  the  factory, 
while  only  a  few  have  returned  to  work. 

The  strikers  arc  not  only  fighting  Milton 
Smith,  but  the  local  police  and  the  Texas 
Rangers  and  the  district  attorney  as  well.  In 
November,  two  strikers  were  sentenced  to 
two  years  in  prison  by  the  local  Chicano 
“vendido”  (sell-out)  D.A.  for  breaking  the 
windshield  of  a  scab’s  car.  One  woman 
striker  is  yet  to  be  tried  for  the  same 
’crime. ”  Smith  has  a  private  security  guard 
who  is  constantly  harassing  the  strikers  and 
photographing  anything  which  he  deems 
illegal.  Last  month  a  striker  was  maced  by 
the  guard. 

The  Nov.  30  Unity  Demonstration  was 
organized  to  rally  Chicanos  throughout  the 
Southwest  in  support  of  the  year-old  strike, 
and  in  support  of  the  beginning  of  a  bigger 
and  broader-based  Chicano  movement, 
which  is  demanding  equal  opportunities, 
better  working  conditions  and  the  overall 
dignity  of  LA  RAZA. 

The  City  f  athers  were  uptight  when  they 
saw  that  Chicanos  in  their  sacred  city  were 
seriously  organizing.  In  an  attempt  to  stifle 
the  movement,  they  denied  a  parade  permit 
to  LUCHA.  a  Chicano  political  organization 
which  has  been  working  closely  with  the 
strikers.  The  city  authorities  argued  that  by 
issuing  a  permit,  they  would  be  giving  their 
endorsement  to  the  strike,  and  that  the 
march  would  interfere  with  traffic.  They 
also  claimed  that  they  could  not  afford  to 
pay  the  policemen  the  overtime  necessary  to 
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22  busted 

chuckwagon  roundup 


AUSTIN  -  You  all  remember  the 
Chuckwagon  incident  last  October.  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Texas  officials  closed  down  the 
famous  Austin  student  cafeteria:  students 
responded  by  attempting  to  occupy  the 
Chuckwagon:  the  cops  were  called:  and  after 
a  show  of  determined  resistance  in  the 
streets  by  about  a  thousand  people,  the 
whole  thing  ended  with  a  few  arrests  and 
innumerable  exortations  to  organize. 

Or  most  everyone  thought  is  had  ended. 
On  Nov.  27  the  Travis  C  ounty  Grand  Jury 
handed  out  scaled  indictments  for  22 
people.  The  22  were  charged  with  malicious 
destruction  of  private  property  in  excess  of 
$50,  a  felony  charge  which  carries  a  2-20 
year  sentence  for  conviction.  The  destroyed 
private  property  was  three  slashed  tires. 
Persons  arrested  following  the  indictments 
were  held  on  $2500  bond  each. 

Those  arrested  were,  for  the  most  part, 
radical  activists,  at  the  University  of  Texas 
at  Austin.  The  high  bail,  the  individuals 
indicted,  and  the  severity  of  the  charge  all 
point  toward  the  political  intent  of  the 
Grand  Jury’s  action.  After  all.  the  similar 
“riot”  which  ensued  in  the  same  area 
following  the  Texas- Arkansas  football  game 
brought  no  arrests. 

The  latter  event  contained  all  the 
ingrediants  which  made  the  former  so 
offensive.  There  was  disorderly  conduct, 
disturbing  the  peace,  "loud,  boisterous, 
profane  and  indecent”  language,  broken 
windows  constituting  destruction  of  pro¬ 


perty  in  excess  of  S50,  etc.  etc. 

Alan  Leeward  noted  the  difference  in  the 
Dec.  I  issue  of  The  Rag: 

”/  suppose  there  are  riots  and  there  are 
riots.  Soem  count,  some  don  7.  What  makes 
the  difference  though  is  clearly  not  the 
amount  of  damage  or  how  disorderly  it  was 
or  anything  like  that.  One  case  the  Man  digs 
it.  In  another  case,  he  tries  to  smash  it.  The 
only  difference  is  that  in  one  case  his 
values,  practices,  and  especially  his  power, 
arc  questioned.  A  nd  in  another  they  arc  not. 
There  is  no  justice.  There  is  only  his  cold, 
arbitrary  power.  ” 

That  power  becomes  colder  and  more 
arbitrary  by  the  day  it  seems.  University  of 
Texas  regents,  led  by  I  rank  Erwin,  last 
week  ordered  the  UT  Administration  not  to 
negotiate  with  any  disruptive  demonstrators 
on  campus.  It’s  like  “Come  with  your  hat  in 
your  hand,  or  don  7  come  at  all.  baby.  ” 

Not  everyone  is  knuckling  under  to 
I  rank,  however.  Both  the  UT  Student 
Assembly  and  House  of  Delegates  arc 
collecting  funds  for  the  defense  of  the 
Chuckwagon  22.  The  two  bodies  also  passed 
a  resolution  condemning  the  arrest  of  the 
students. 

Lor  further  information  concerning  the 
case.  itN  support  and  its  needs,  contact :  The 
Chuckwagon  Defense  Lund,  c/o  Sylvia 
Hughes.  Box  7044.  University  Station. 
Austin.  Texas. 


Photo  by  Thorne  Dreyer . 
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SHENANIGANS  AT  THE  U.  OF  H. 


Lots  of  shenanigans  around  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Houston  campus  in  the  last  couple  of 
weeks.  Like,  the  Student  Senate  got  upset 
with  its  lack  of  power  and  in  an  act  of 
defiance,  adjourned  indefinitely.  But  not  for 
long:  a  little  parliamentary  pressure  and 
they  realized  they  were  too  powerless  to  do 
even  that. 

And:  A  bunch  of  students  decided  that 
the  library  should  be  kept  open  week-end 
nights.  So  they  planned  to  occupy  the 
library,  uncharacteristically  militant  for  UH 
students.  So,  voila  ,  it  was  suddenly 
announced  that  the  students’  demands 
would  be  met.  (Catch:  only  til  the  end  of 
January.) 

And:  UH  Young  Americans  for  f  reedom 
(everyone’s  favorite  right-wing  student  frat) 
was  placed  on  " investigatory  probation"  by 
the  national  organization,  was  given  a  S250 
grant  by  Brown  and  Root,  and  saw  half  its 
membership  split  off  into  a  new  group 
called  the  Texas  Libertarian  Alliance. 

Sound  like  a  typical  week  at  of  Cougar 
High?  Maybe  even  a  little  more  typical  than 
usual:  Some  details: 

The  Student  Senate  affair  was  the  latest 
group  of  incidents  in  the  on-going  series 
called  Games  Students  Play  or  Student 
Power:  the  Cooptation/  Disillusionment/ 
Cooptation  syndrome. 

The  issue  that  touched  the  whole  thing 
off  had  to  do  with  traffic  regulations.  Seems 
law  student  John  Sayer  appeared  before  the 
Student  Traffic  Court  and  argued  that  he 
shouldn’t  have  to  pay  a  traffic  ticket 
because  the  regulations  were  technically 
invalid.  The  Board  of  Regents  had  never 
properly  delegated  the  authority  to  UH 
Traffic  and  Security  to  make  and  enforce 
’69  -  ’70  traffic  regulations.  The  court  said 
True  Enough,  and  decided  to  refund  all 
fines  ($7,000  worth)  collected  this  year. 

Such  a  technicality  would  certainly  be 
basis  enough  for  a  real  court  of  law  to  make 
such  a  decision,  but  the  administration 
didn’t  like  the  idea.  Student  courts  are  ok 
toys  for  students;  they  give  the  pretense  of 
some  sort  of  real  power.  Until  they  start 
digging  into  the  University’s  pocketbook  or 


otherwise  rocking  the  boat.  "Assume  that 
these  are  officially  approved  regulations ." 
the  administration  ordered. 

Sayer  the  law  student  countered:  "Any 
court  that  has  the  power  to  decide  cases 
under  a  law  has  a  right  to  review  the  validity 
of  that  law.  " 

Everybody  started  issuing  decrees,  and 
finally  the  omnipotent  Board  of  Regent  s 
spoke  up.  They  admitted  that  the  regula¬ 
tions  had  not  been  approved  by  them,  but 
claims  that  they  had  been  delegated  through 
Pres.  Hoffman  as  “ chief  executive  officer  at 
UH." 

Well,  the  Student  Senate  got  pissed, 
figuring  that  at  least  such  non-academic 
matters  as  traffic  regulations  should  be 
under  student  government  control.  So  they 
voted  to  adjourn  indefinitely  until  they 
would  be  granted  power  to  legislate 
non-academic  student  life  policies  and  in 
addition  the  power  to  elect  student 
representatives  with  an  equal  voice  and  vote 
on  all  committees  making  decisions  on 
student  matters. 

They  pointed  out  18  areas  of  student  life 
over  which  the  Senate  has  no  control  and 
claimed  that  student  legislation  is  often 
vetoed  by  the  administration  anyway.  The 
Student  Senate,  they  said,  had  been  acting 
as  a  rubber  stamp  for  the  administration  and 
was  designed  only  to  give  students  a  false 
hope  of  democracy. 

All  this  might  seem  kind  of  obvious  to 
some  of  us,  and  to  be  sure,  ignores  lots  of 
other  questions  -  like  should  students, 
certainly  a  privileged  grouping,  have  com¬ 
plete  control  over  the  university,  or  should 
other  elements  from  the  community  have  a 
say  in  making  the  university  into  an 
institution  that  serves  the  people  rather  than 
the  needs  of  big  business  and  the  military. 
But  even  though  the  questions  being  raised 
by  the  Senate  weren’t  terribly  profound,  at 
least  they  were  exhibiting  a  bit  of  spine  in 
standing  up  to  the  administration. 

That  is,  except  for  Student  Senate  Pres. 
Bob  Ulmer,  a  prominent  member  of  YAE 
and  advocate  of  right  wing  causes.  Ulmer 
pointed  out,  and  his  parliamentary  pro¬ 


cedure  was  correct,  that  the  motion  to 
adjourn  was  unconstitutional. 

So  the  Senate  called  a  special  meeting  and 
took  it  all  back,  whining  that  the  Senate  "is 
so  powerless  that  we  can't  even  change  the 
meeting  date. " 

"Legitimate  Channels.  ”  anyone? 

Anyway,  elsewhere  during  the  same 
period,  students  won  a  small  victory.  (Or 
else  they  got  tricked  real  good,  we’re  not 
sure.)  Students  had  for  some  time  been 
pleading  with  Good  King  Hoffman  to  keep 
the  library  open  on  week-end  nights. 
Hoffman’s  reply  had  been  the  usual  one 
from  a  professional  Bureaucrat:  well,  lessee, 
maybe  we’ll  establish  a  committee  to  study 
that,  hummmmm. 

So,  fed  up  with  such  parliamentary 
inaction,  a  group  of  students,  led  by  the 
International  Students  Organization  and  the 
UH  Committee  to  End  the  War,  decided  to 
do  something  a  little  more  direct.  They 
planned  a  study-in  for  Friday,  Dec.  12,  and 
organized  to  occupy  the  building,  demand¬ 
ing  that  it  be  left  open. 

And,  lo  and  behold,  the  administration 
suddenly  decided  to  keep  the  library  open 
late  on  week-ends.  Just  shows  you  what  a 
little  organized  pressure  can  do.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  was  that  catch:  the  new 
rules  would  be  in  effect  only  until  the  end 
of  January. 

Guess  they  figure  folks  will  forget  about 
the  whole  thing.  (Children  have  a  short 
attention  span,  you  know.) 

Our  last  reportage  on  campus  hi-jinks 
concerns  that  good,  wholesome,  stamp- 
-of-approval,  “ conservative "  student  group, 
YAF. 

First,  a  little  piece  of  dirt.  Brown  and 
Root,  subsidiary  of  Halliburton  of  Dallas, 
LBJ’s  darling,  prime  Vietnam  contractor 
and  infamous  local  strike-breaker,  gave  YAF 
a  little  bread.  Not  a  lot,  but  enough  to  show 
that  its  heart  is  in  the  right  place.  YAF 
secretary,  Beverly  Dee,  confirmed  that 
Brown  and  Root  gave  them  a  nice  little 
donation  of  $250  for  "working  in  important 


community  areas.  "  Incidentally,  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  Brown  and  Root’s  Contribution 
Committee,  contacted  by  SCN,  hemmed 
and  hawed,  refusing  to  confirm  or  deny  the 
contribution. 

The  "important  community  areas"  in¬ 
clude  Ulmer’s  attempt  to  smother  Student 
Senate  unrest  as  well  as  promoting  a 
"Committee  for  Victory  in  Vietnam ” 
campaign. 

Space  City  News  on-the-spot  reporter, 
Randy  Chapman,  attended  the  YAF  mee¬ 
ting  on  Sunday,  Dec.  7.  The  meeting,  he 
reports,  was  such  a  morass  of  parliamentary 
manipulation  and  double-talk  that  it  was 
difficult  to  figure  out  what  was  going  on. 
One  thing  definitely  happened  though. 
(They  even  sent  us  a  press  release  about  it.) 
YAF  split  in  two.  The  previous  YAF 
officers  and  a  number  of  members  now  call 
themselves  the  Texas  Libertarian  Alliance. 
The  new  group,  known  as  the  “ liberal " 
tendency,  issued  the  following  statement: 

"We  join  others  across  the  nation  who 
have  left  YAF  because  of  the  hypocritical 
actions  taken  by  the  national  organization 
to  discredit  libertarian  activists  and  to 
hinder  the  functioning  of  libertarian  chap¬ 
ters.  As  libertarians  we  will  work  toward 
laissez-faire  capitalism,  an  end  to  human 
degradation  by  the  state  and  the  liberation 
of  the  individual  from  coercive  moral 
codes.  ” 

The  split  followed  a  morass  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  bullshit,  including  intense  debate 
about  who  were  really  voting  members  and 
officers.  And  the  past  treasurer  (now  a  TLA 
member)  couldn’t  remember  which  bank 
the  treasury  money  was  in: 

Following  Sunday’s  meeting,  the  YAF 
Texas  Regional  traveller^nnounced  that  the 
UH  chapter  is  under  “ investigatory  proba¬ 
tion.  " 

What  all  this  means,  dear  readers,  we 
don’t  even  pretend  to  know.  But  we 

promise  to  keep  on  truckin’  in  our 

ever-vigilant  attempt  to  figure  it  all  out  and 
keep  the  data  coming  your  way. 

*  *  * 


once  again  . .  . 

rice  university 

vs  the  people 


By  Karolyn  Kendrick 

At  the  end  of  our  last  episode  in  the 
continuing  saga  of  Rice  University  vs.  the 
People,  Rice  demonstrators  had  prevented 
the  CIA  from  recruiting  on  campus  by 
blocking  a  hallway  in  the  student  center. 
Let  us  relive  those  last  excitement-filled 
minutes. 

Near  the  end  of  the  demonstration  Dean 
of  Students  Fred  Wierum  had  attempted  to 
detain  a  student  who  refused  to  identify 
himself.  As  the  dean  reached  for  the 
student,  the  demonstrators  pushed  their 
way  between  them  allowing  the  student  to 
escape.  Among  the  students  immediately  in 
front  of  the  incensed  dean  were  Bill 
Katzenberg,  Mike  Anchors  -  both  SDS 
organizers  on  campus  -  and  myself. 

Wierum  attempted  to  struggle  through 
the  crowd  but  made  little  progress  until  he 
screamed,  "If  you  don't  get  out  of  my  way. 
I'm  going  to  take  disciplinary  action  against 
Bill  Katzenberg  and  Karolyn  Kendrick. " 
The  dean  later  alleged  that  he  had  slapped 
Mike,  whose  name  he  claimed  he  did  not 
know,  on  the  shoulder  and  said,  "That  goes 
for  you  too.  "  The  crowd,  at  his  threat,  gave, 
way,  shouting,  "Blackmail!"  Wierum  broke 
through  and  demanded  to  see  the  three  of 
us  in  his  office.  We  all  decided  to  go. 

When  Wieram  discovered  the  crowd  filling 
up  his  office,  be  grew  absolutely  livid.  He 
insisted  on  speaking  with  Karolyn  and  Bill, 
alone.  When  he  ordered  the  rest  out,  we  all 
•ft.  Cnee  outside,  engineering  student  Tom 
riyide‘1  ;  jested  that  Wierum  cj  lm  down, 

- 1  v  e  all  sit  down  and  discuss  the 
jiius  :  v;  ationatly.  "No."  stormed  the 
dear,,  7  know  how  a  discussion  like  that 


would  turn  out.  ”  and  he  stomped  off. 

A  couple  of  days  later,  Mike.  Bill  and  I 
received  letters  “ requesting "  us  to  come  in 
and  talk  to  Wierum.  He  alleged  that  we  had 
interrupted  his  attempts  to  ascertain  the 
identity  of  our  bravely  anonymous  friend, 
that  we  had  impeded  his  progress  and  that 
we  continued  to  block  his  way  after  he 
threatened  us. 

Deciding  that  the  dean’s  secretively 
underhanded  skull-dudgery  was  obscuring 
the  real  issue  -  the  CIA  and  its  operations  - 
1  published  the  dean’s  letter  and  my  reply  to 
it  in  the  student  newspaper. 

Wierum  retaliated  by  placing  Bill  and  me 
on  disciplinary  probation  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  with  the  express  stipulation  that  if  we 
did  anything  he  didn’t  like,  we  would  be 
thrown  out  of  shook 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  Wierum  had 
assured  the  Student  Association  that  he 
would  handle  student  "disorders"  through 
the  student  courts.  His  action  as  policeman, 
judge  and  jury  not  only  broke  faith  with  the 
student  body,  but  also  revealed  the  facist 
nature  of  institutional  administration.  It  is 
not  difficult  for  elitist  schools,  like  Rice,  to 
be  liberal  when  no  one  threatens  their  basic 
structure  or  premises.  Impeding  the  progress 
of  a  dean  bent  on  physically  apprehending  a 
person,  however,  challenges  Authority  - 
duly  constituted,  yet  -  and  is  met  with 
outright  repression. 

Appeal  is  made  through  the  Committee 
on  Undergraduate  Affairs  -  a  seven  man 
committee,  three  of  whose  members  are 
students  -  whose  decision  can,  of  course,  be 
overturned  by  the  administration. 


.•//Most  uwosualshop  im.th£  village  • 


(3)  FREE  DAY  CARE  CENTERS,  STAFFED  8y  PI6N  AND  WIEN*  CHILD  CARE  IS  BveMBOD\J$ 
BUSINESS  I  ©FREEDOM  To  EXPERIMENT  WITH  AND  ESTABLISH  COMMUNAL  FAMILV 
STRUCTURES.  AN  END  TO  THE  NUCLEAR  FAMILY  THAT  KEEPS  WOMEN  (AND  1 
CHILDREN)  ISOLATED  FROM  OTHER.  PEOPLE.®  COM  PLETE  EQUALITY  foR.viONlEl'i- 
BLACk,  "BROWN  AND  WHITE.  .  .IN  WORK:  ALL  JbD 5  OpEN  To  WOMEN.. .  EQUAL  PA|I 
For.  EQUAL  WORK** •'RETURN -GUARANTEED, NATURNITV  leave  WITH  PAY- 
©CONTROL  OVER.  OUR.  OWN  BODIES  I  FREE,  LEGAL,  SAFE  ABORTION  AND 
BIRTH  CONTROL  GIVEN  ON  DEMAND.®  AN  END  TO  RACIST  STERILIZATION 

OP  Non-white  woiiEN, practiced  unofficially  in  hospitals  across  the. 
COUNTRY.®  EQUAL  ACCESS  fo  all  learning  facilities,  including  the 

SKILLED  TRADES. ..ENDTO  CHANNELING  OF  Girls  IN  SCHOOL  INTO 
"FEMININE"  FIELDS,  LIKE  WAITRESS  IN  G  AND  SECRETARIAL  WORK. 

®  Adequate  Physical  education  facilities  for 

WOMEN,  ESPECIALLY  SELF-DEFENSE. 

®WE  dEMAK/P  THAT  MEN  IN  PARTICULAR. 

Struggle  against  the  *vths 

THAT  HAVE  ENSLAVED  WOMEN  FOR. 

CENTVKJESjTHE  MYTHS  THAT 

SAY  THAT  women  are  naturallv 
■Passive  awd  biologically 
INFERIOR,  THAT  A  "WOMANS 
PLACE  IS  IN  THE  HOME,"  THAT 
A  WOMAN'S  ROLE  IS  TO  SERVE 
A  MAN  AND  RAISE  HlS  KlOSj 
THAT  WOMEN  ART  INCAPABLE. 

OF  CREATIVE,  INTELLECTUAL  WORK: 

To  NAME  A  FEW* 

® MALE  SUPREMACY. LIKE  WHITE  SUPREMACY,! 

KEEPS  fvfrvbopv  Down,  divided,  alienated 
AND  "REPRESS  EO.®WEDEMANP  A  SOCIETY 
IN  WHICH  ALLTEOPLE  ARE  FREE  AND 
EQUAL.  ANP  WE'D  BETTER  BE  „ 

PREPARED  TO  STRUGGLE  P*.  IT  // 
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Houston  WRO 

Food  Stamp  Protest 


On  Dec.  8  members  of  the  Houston  Welfare  Rights  Organization  appeared  before  the 
Commissioners  Court  to  protest  the  high  cost  of  food  stamps  and  other  disadvantages  of  the 
food  stamp  program.  Free  food  stamps  for  Christmas  were  among  their  demands. 

The  commissioners  responded  by  ignoring  the  issues  and  passing  the  buck.  They  said  the 
program  is  sponsored  by  the  federal  government  and  that  they  could  not  change  the 
requirements  even  if  they  wanted  to. 

The  70  welfare  recipients  then  went  from  the  courthouse  to  the  county  welfare  office  to 
continue  their  protest  by  picketing. 

The  following  is  the  statement  that  the  mothers  presented  to  the  commissioners  -  let 
them  tell  it  like  it  is. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  HOUSTON  WELFARE  RIGHTS  ORGANIZATION 
MADE  TO  HARRIS  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 
December  8,  1 969 

We.  the  members  of  the  HOUSTON  WELFARE  RIGHTS  ORGANIZATION,  have  come 
to  the  Harris  County  Commissioners  Court  to  complain  about  food  stamps.  The  Federal 
Government  has  an  inadequate  program.  And  Harris  County  distributes  food  stamps  in  a 
humiliating  and  degrading  way.  We  demand  a  change. 

HOW  WE  GET  FOOD  STAMPS  NOW 


don’t  grow  soap  and  shoes,  food  stamps  won’t  buy  them.  But  we  go  without  the  most  basic 
necessities. 

Also  food  stamps  can  cost  as  much  as  half  a  family’s  grant,  especially  for  large  families. 
For  others  the  stamps  are  still  too  expensive.  For  single  people,  the  bonus  of  six  stamp 
dollars  for  twenty  real  dollars  means  that  the  stamps  are  not  much  of  a  bargain. 

Other  people  have  seen  this.  The  White  House  Conference  of  Food  and  Nutrition  and 
Health  on  December  6  said  no  poor  family  should  pay  more  than  30%  of  their  income  for 
food.  Senator  McGovern’s  bill  (S.2547)  sets  a  maximum  payment  of  25%  of  a  poor  family’s 
income  and  allows  the  purchase  of  household  supplies.  But  his  bill  is  stuck  in  the 
Agriculture  Committee  which  tends  to  think  food  stamps  help  farmers  rather  than  feed 
hungry  people.  And  we  bear  the  burden. 

WHAT  WE  HAVEN’T  DONE 

Back  in  September  and  October,  we  brought  these  problems  to  your  attention  by 
demonstrating  at  the  centers.  As  to  you,  our  demands  were: 

1.  That  recipients  be  allowed  to  purchase  food  stamps  any  day  of  the  week  at  their 

convenience,  rather  than  a  limited  number  of  specific  days. 

2.  That  extra  money  be  given  to  any  person  choosing  to  use  food  stamps  to  cover  bus 

fare  to  the  market  of  their  choice,  and  cab  fare  to  return  home  with  their  purchases. 


All  the  members  of  our  organization  have  to  buy  their  food  stamps  at  1225  Elder  Street. 
To  get  there  we  have  to  get  up  early  and  travel  long  distances  on  the  bus.  Then  we  have  to 
walk  six  blocks  from  either  bus  stop  to  the  center.  After  one  of  the  stops  we  have  to  walk 
over  three  railway  tracks.  Also  we  must  pay  the  bus  fare  out  of  our  regular  welfare  check. 

Once  we  get  there,  we  have  to  wait  outdoors  in  all  kinds  of  weather.  The  line  is 
sometimes  two  blocks  long.  Pregnant  women  and  elderly  people  get  no  special  treatment. 
They  have  to  stand  outside  too. 

Inside  the  center  we  have  to  stand  in  three  different  lines.  One  to  check  our  eligibility, 
another  to  check  our  eligibility  again  and  to  tell  us  how  much  money  we  have  to  pay,  and  a 
third  one  to  buy  food  stamps  in.  If  you  set  up  more  distribution  centers  or  hire  more 
clerks-they  should  be  welfare  recipients-then  more  people  would  be  able  to  buy  food 
stamps  and  less  would  go  hungry. 

FOOD  STAMPS  ARE  INADEQUATE 


3.  That  if  a  recipient  should  have  stamps  left  over  at  the  end  of  the  month,  they  may  be 
redeemed  for  their  cash  value  and  used  by  the  recipient  for  emergency  needs. 

4.  That  food  stamps  be  made  available  to  all  recipients  in  all  neighborhoods  convenient 
to  them,  and  that  they  be  usable  at  all  food  stores. 

Still  the  distribution  center  at  Elder  Street  is  inconvenient  to  all  welfare  recipients  who 
live  in  the  city  wards.  In  spite  of  overly  costly  stamps,  we  have  been  given  no  redemption 
or  car  fare.  We  have  gotten  no  real  action  on  these  demands. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

We  repeat  our  demands.  We  repeat  them  again.  We  have  lived  two  months  without 
adequate  budgetting  for  household  supplies  and  clothes.  We  want  to  buy  our  children 
presents  for  Christmas.  Therefore,  we  demand  free  food  stamps  for  Christmas.  Our  children 
want  Christmas  too. 


Food  stamps  have  made  things  worse  for  us  instead  of  better.  They  don’t  leave  enough  WE  DEMAND  I  REF.  FOOD  STAMPS  FOR  CHRISTMAS! 

money  for  household  items  and  clothes  and  they  cost  too  much.  At  least  half  the  problem 

with  the  food  stamp  program  is  that  it  is  a  form  of  agricultural  subsidy.  Because  farmers  HOUSTON  WRO,  3243  Alabama  St.(747-1646) 


CHICANO 

RALLY 

continued  from  6 

Chicanos  gathered  at  a  local  church  for  a 
dinner  prepared  by  barrio  people.  Beer  was 
served  and  a  Chicano  band  blared  out  some 
fine  Mexican  music.  A  strong  sense  of 
determination  and  togetherness  was  forged 
as  "hermanos"  (brothers)  from  the  South¬ 
west  relaxed  together  after  the  strenuous 
day. 

All  in  all.  the  demonstration  was  a  huge 
success.  It  attracted  a  good  cross-section  of 
Chicanos  -  young  militants,  working  class 
families,  students,  old  men  and  women. 
Traditionally.  Chicanos  have  been  excluded 
from  political  participation,  have  passively 
accepted  their  role  in  this  society  and  have 
patriotically  and  blindly  supported  the 
system.  Thus,  they  have  generally  not  taken 
part  in  demonstrations  or  militant  actions. 

That  is  why  the  demonstration  was  so 
important.  The  Chicano  community  is 
waking  up  and  beginning  to  mobilize.  The 
next  demonstration,  scheduled  for  spring, 
will  be  bigger  and  better.  As  the  Chicanos 
say.  "The  Sleeping  (Haul  of  tltc  Southwest 
has  awakened. " 

OUT  VIVA  LA  RAZA  UNIDA!  JUSTI- 
CIA  PARA  LOS  HUTLGISTAS! 

Donations  and  letters  of  support  may  be 
sent  The  Rag.  2200  Guadalupe.  Austin. 
Texas. 


ANNOUNCLMT  NT... 


lies  guvs,  its  time  wc  get  our  shit  together  to  fight  the  ways  this  male  supremacist 
thoritarian.  oppressive  society  fucks  us  around  on  the  job.  in  schools,  in  the  media...and 
;ks  up  human  relations. 

The  Man  tries  to  keep  us  all  in  line  by  coming  down  on  people  when  they  express  their 
sic  rights  to  self-determination-look  at  the  genocide  of  the  Vietnamese  pcoplc-and  then 
iims  that  obedience  to  the  law  is  freedom. 

Some  of  us  (hi.gavanale.l'emule)  are  going  to  get  together  come  January  to  struggle 
th  the  problems  of  homosexuality  and  what  is  involved  m  gaining  our  liberation,  (wc 
ed  a  meeting  before  but  not  enough  people  read  the  announcement  in  time.) 

JOIN  US!  STRENGTH  IN  UNITY! 

Also  -  we’ll  give  information  on  the  draft  to  all  interested  males. 

Meeting  Jan.  22.  8:00  P.M..  at  th-  Space  City  News  Office.  1217  Wichita. 
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Richard  Chase 
Trial  Begins 


Nixon’s  first  annua)  “Vietnam  Sweep- 
stakes”  was  held  Dec.  1  to  determine 
the  order  in  which  cannon  fodder  will 
be  shuffled  into  the  Army  during 
1970.  Since  there  have  been  a  lot  of 
questions  and  misunderstandings 
about  the  new  lottery  provisions,  we 
thought  that  it  would  be  a  good  idea 
to  use  this  column-space  to  attempt  to 
explain  the  new  arrangements  and  how 
they  differ  from  the  old. 

Predictably,  most  of  the  misunder¬ 
standing  was  caused  by  the  Nixon 
administration.  The  administration 
touted  the  lottery  as  a  great  reform  in 
the  draft  system  and  held  the  first 
drawing  amid  lavish  hoopla  on  nation¬ 
wide  TV.  No  such  lavish  attempt  has 
been  made  to  tell  people  just  what 
parts  of  the  draft  system  were  changed 
or  just  how  this  somewhat  compli¬ 
cated  lottery  will  work.  Most  of  the 
information  available  to  the  public  has 
come  from  the  private  press  (almost  all 
of  these  stories  arc  incomplete  on 
important  points  and  many  are  inac¬ 
curate). 

As  it  so  happens,  very  little  has 
changed  in  the  Selective  Service 
System.  The  only  thing  changed  is  the 
order  of  call  for  induction  of  those 
men  who  are  classified  1-A.  The 
classification  system  and  the  criteria 
for  these  classifications  remains  un¬ 
changed.  The  structure  of  the  Selective 
Service  System  and  its  personnel  (less 
General  Hershey)  remain  unchanged. 

Taken  together  this  means  that  the 
same  characteristic  group  of  people 
that  now  get  occupational  deferments 
will  continue  to  get  occupational 
deferments;  the  same  characteristic 
group  of  people  that  now  get  student 
deferments  will  continue  to  get  stu¬ 
dent  deferments;  the  same  character¬ 
istic  group  of  people  who  now  get 
reservist  deferments  will  continue  to 
get  this  deferment. 

And  the  same  socio-economic  group 
of  people  who  now  bear  the  heaviest 
burden  of  being  inducted  into  the 
Army  will  continue  to  be  the  same  and 
continue  to  be  so  inducted.  But  they 
will  now  be  inducted  in  a  different 
order  than  in  the  past. 

Knowing  that  the  order  of  call  of 
l-A’s  (guys  who  are  not  eligible  for 
any  deferments)  is  the  only  thing 
changed  by  the  new  lottery  helps  us 
keep  the  lottery  in  the  proper 
perspective.  The  mechanism  of  the 
lottery  itself  is  rather  complicated  and 
needs  to  be  explained.  The  questions 
and  answers  below  should  make  clear 
the  most  important  things  about  the 
workings  of  the  lottery. 

0.  What  happened  Dcc.7? 

A.  Two  random  sequences  were 
chosen:  a  birth-date  sequence  and  an 
alphabet  sequence.  The  birth-date 
priority  numbers  arc  the  order  in 
which  l-A’s  will  be  called  up;  the 
alphabet  lottery  merely  sets  the  order 
in  which  guys  with  the  same  birth-date 
priority  number  arc  called. 


HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
MR.  JESUS 

Gramaphonics 
2362  Rice  Blvd. 


Q.  Who  got  a  draft  number  Dec.  1? 

A.  All  men  who  were  bom  Jan.  1, 

1 944 ,  thru  Dec.  31,  1 950  —  those  who 
are  now  19  thru  25  years  of  age.  This 
is  the  only  number  these  men  will 
receive;  they  will  keep  it  for  the 
duration  of  their  exposure  to  the 
Selective  Service  System. 

Q.  What  about  a  guy  who  becomes 
19  during  1970  -  was  he  affected  by 
the  Dec.  1  lottery? 

A.  No.  His  lottery  will  come  next 
year,  probably  around  Nov.  or  Dec. 

Q.  How  about  a  guy  who  has  a 
deferment  at  the  present  time? 

A.  If  he  was  19  -  25  on  Dec.  31, 
1969,  he  already  has  a  priority  number 
from  the  Dec.  1  drawing.  His  defer¬ 
ment  is  unchanged  by  the  lottery.  He 
will  keep  the  priority  number  assigned 
him  by  this  year’s  lottery  and  it  will 
apply  to  him  the  next  time  he  is 
classified  1-A. 

Q.  Will  everybody  with  an  early 
priority  number  be  drafted,  if  not 
deferred? 

A.  No.  About  half  of  all  men 
called  up  for  pre-induction  examina¬ 
tions  arc  not  approved  by  the  Army. 
These  Department  of  Defense  stand¬ 
ards  have  not  been  changed. 

0-  How  long  will  a  guy  be  exposed 
to  the  draft  now? 

A.  That’s  hard  to  say.  One  thing  is 
for  sure:  Anyone  who  is  1-A  at  the 
end  of  the  year  -  when  all  of  the 
priority  numbers  for  the  year  have 
been  called  -  will  be  home  free 
( " assigned  to  a  lower  priority  group  ”). 
Also  a  guy  who  turns  26  will  be  home 
free  (he  will  cither  be  assigned  to  a 
lower  priority  group  or  will  be 
completely  exempt  from  the  Selective 
Service  System).  All  others,  guys 
under  26  who  arc  on  deferments  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  will  be  held  over  to 
the  next  year  and  when  they  arc  next 
1-A  they  will  be  put  in  the  “First 
Priority  Selection  Group' '  with  the 
1-A  19-ycar  olds  from  the  next  year’s 
lottery. 

O-  How  can  1970’s  priority 
number  apply  in  1971? 

A.  If  a  guy  who  received  number 
21,  for  example,  is  deferred  thru  1970 
and  becomes  1-A  in  1971,  he  will  then 
be  grouped  with  others  (guys  who  will 
become  19  during  1970)  who  drew  the 
same  priority  number  in  next  year’s 
lottery,  even  though  they  will  prob¬ 
ably  have  different  birthdates. 

O-  Suppose  a  guy  becomes  1-A  in 
the  middle  of  the  year  and  his  priority 
number  has  already  been  called  -  what 
then? 

A.  He  will  be  called  up  immediate¬ 
ly.  Each  month  all  those  who  re-enter 
the  1-A  pool  with  numbers  that  have 
already  been  called  will  be  ordered  up 
before  any  more  numbers  arc  called. 

Q.  Will  all  guys  born  on  the  same 
date  be  called  up  at  the  same  time  in 
1970? 

A.  No.  Each  local  board  will  set  its 
own  pace  in  going  through  the  priority 
numbers.  It  is  required  to  call  up  its 
quota  of  men  each  month  and  to 
follow  the  lottery  order,  but  some 
boards  with  few  l-A’s  will  have  to  dip 
deeper  than  others  into  the  priority 
listing. 

O-  Could  some  boards  go  through 
the  entire  list  of  birth  dates  in  1970. 
while  others  take  only  the  early  dates? 

A.  Yes.  Most  boards,  however,  will 
be  at  the  approximately  the  same 
place  at  the  same  time. 

Next  issue:  Who  is  on  the  local  boards, 
and  who  they  draft. 


The  court-martial  of  Pvt.  E-2  Richard 
Chase,  currently  imprisoned  at  the  Ft.  Hood 
stockade  near  Killeen,  opened  Dec.  18,  as 
Space  City  News  went  to  press. 

Chase  is  being  charged  with  refusing  a 
direct  order  from  a  Superior  Officer.  On 
Sept.  11,  Chase  refused  to  participate  in 
Operation  Gardcnplot,  Ft.  Hood’s  riot 
control  training  program.  He  was  ordered  to 
do  so  as  a  “dissident.  ”  even  though  he  had 
been  given  an  “unofficial  conscientious 
objector  status”  and  had  been  removed 
from  the  riot  control  roster. 

Chase  has  been  in  the  stockade  since 
mid-October. 

His  court-martial  was  originally  scheduled 
for  Dec.  5,  but  Chase’s  lawyers  won  a  brief 
continuance.  The  Army  notified  the  law¬ 
yers,  Cam  Cunningham  and  Jim  Simons  of 
Austin,  only  a  few  days  before  the 
court-martial  was  to  begin. 

Cunningham  requested  a  postponement 
because,  first,  Simons  could  not  attend  the 
court-martial  on  Dec.  5.  and  second,  a  third 
attorney.  Ken  Clokc,  recently  added  to  the 
case,  could  not  available  on  such  short 
notice. 

But  the  Army  prosecutors  maintained 
that  the  trial  would  have  to  take  place  as 
scheduled,  due  to  the  unfavorable  publicity 
that  was  beginning  to  appear  about  the  case. 

Their  main  objection,  presented  by  Army 
prosecutor  Capt.  Venable,  lay  in  newspaper 
articles  in  the  Temple  Telegram,  the  Austin 
American,  the  Fatigue  Press  (a  newspaper 
put  out  by  and  for  GIs  at  Ft.  Hood)  and  a 
leaflet  written  up  by  the  Richard  Chase 
Defense  Committee.  The  prosecution  con¬ 
tended  that  the  publicity  was  harmful  to 
Chase’s  case. 

But  the  Richard  Chase  Defense  Commit¬ 
tee,  in  a  press  release,  said  that  “The  Army’s 
attempt  to  rush  Chase's  case  through  even 
without  an  adequate  defense  was  in  fact  a 
move  to  get  the  trial  over  with  before  the 
public  could  become  aware  of  the  facts 
behind  the  ease.  “ 

Cunningham,  arguing  for  a  continuance 
before  the  military'  judge,  said  that  the 
Army  had  not  sought  to  establish  a  date  for 
the  trail  acceptable  to  both  the  defense  and 
the  prosecution. 

After  two  hours  of  arguments,  the  judge 
granted  a  limited  continuance. 

Chase  has  been  in  solitary  confinement 
since  Nov.  29.  where  he  as  sent  for  allegedly 
swinging  on  rafters  in  the  latrine  This  is  the 
second  time  he  has  been  put  in  solitary 


confinement. 

"This  is  a  clear  cut  attempt  to  isolate 
Chase,  a  GI  organizer,  from  the  rest  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  stockade.  Our  demands 
remain -FREE  RICHARD  CHASE,  all  char¬ 
ges  must  be  dropped,  and  AN  ENT)  TO  THE 
BRUTAL  AND  INHUMAN  CONDITIONS 
IN  THE  STOCKADES,  an  immediate 
Senatorial  Investigation  of  the  Ft.  Hood 
Stockade.  ” 

If  you  want  to  know  more  about  Richard 
Chase,  or  want  to  contribute  to  his  defense, 
contact  the  Richard  Chase  Defense  Commit¬ 
tee,  c/o  the  Oleo  Strut,  101  Av.  D,  Killeen, 
Texas  76541 


SLIPPERY 

SOLDIERS 

ELUDE 

FUZZ 

Honolulu  (LNS)  The  unheralded 
brilliance  of  the  pig  has  once  again 
shown  through.  Two  AWOL  soldiers, 
John  Blom,  18,  and  Mike  Water,  20, 
having  taken  sanctuary  in  Honolulu’s 
Crossroads  Church,  escaped  the  Sept. 

1  2  bust  of  the  place. 

The  next  time  they  showed  them¬ 
selves  they  spoke  at  a  massive  anti-war 
rally  and  participated  in  a  march  on 
Camp  Smith,  home  of  the  Command- 
cr-in-Chicf  of  the  Pacific,  and  the 
Vietnam  war  headquarters. 

Outside  the  main  gate  of  the  camp 
they  were  spotted  by  military  intelli¬ 
gence  and  one  officer  ran  out  with 
handcuffs  to  make  the  arrest.  The 
crowd  held  their  ranks  and  one  of  the 
demonstrators,  a  275-pound  cx- 
Marinc.  " heaved  the  agent  across  the 
barricade.  “ 

The  AWOL  soldiers  jumped  on  a 
bus  to  escape,  l  ive  agents  gave  chase 
in  a  car.  At  a  stoplight  three  people 
jumped  out  of  the  bus  and  lay  in  the 
road,  blocking  the  path  of  the  car, 
making  good  the  truants'  escape. 

The  two  men  have  travelled  to  the 
US  mainland  and  back,  have  had 
interviews  with  the  press,  and  say  that 
someday  they 71  turn  themselves  back 
in.  to  work  on  the  inside. 


12 


} 

The  U.S.  &  South  Africa 


Five  countries  in  southern  Africa  are  still  colonies 
or  are  ruled  by  white  settler  minorities.  Angola  and 
Mozambique  are  colonies  of  Portugal.  Rhodesia  and 
South  Africa  are  each  ruled  by  a  small  minority  of 
whites  living  within  the  country.  The  Fifth  country. 
South  West  Africa,  was  a  League  of  Nations  mandate 
to  South  Africa,  and  has  now  been  virtually 
incorporated  into  South  Africa  despite  the  protests  of 
the  U.  N. 

Of  these  five  countries,  the  best  known  in  America 
is  undoubtedly  South  Africa.  The  "liberal”  U.  S. 
media  have  generally  given  fair  coverage  of  the  system 
of  apartheid.  The  U.  S.  government  has  adopted  an 
official  stated  policy  unfavorable  to  South  Africa. 
Nonetheless,  during  the  past  ten  years  the  U.  S.  has 
given  tremendous  support  to  South  Africa  in  the  form 
of  economic  investment.  Within  the  last  several  years 
South  Africa  has  built  up  a  sizeable  propaganda 
network  in  the  U.  S.,  notably  in  the  South,  and  has 
been  winning  increasing  political  support. 

What  are  the  actual  conditions  in  South  Africa? 
According  to  a  1967  census  the, population  stood  at 
12,750,000  Africans  (68.1%);  1, 859,000 ‘‘Coloured’’or 
people  of  mixed  race  (9.9%);  561,000  Asians  (3.0%); 
and  3,563,000  whites  (19%).  The  whites  are  roughly 
divided  in  half  between  people  of  English  descent  and 
people  of  Dutch  descent  (Afrikaaners  or  Boers),  with 
the  Afrikaaners  in  a  slight  majority. 

Since  the  arrival  and  establishment  of  the  whites 
about  300  years  ago.  South  Africa  has  always  been  a 
racially  segregated  country,  with  the  whites 
dominating.  In  1948,  though,  the  Afrikaaner 
Nationalist  Pary  gained  control  of  the  government 
from  the  English-speaking  people  and  developed  the 
policy  of  apartheid  (an  Afrikaans  word  meaning 
“ separateness ”  ).  The  seperation  of  the  races  under 
apartheid  is  combined  with  the  most  extreme 
oppression  of  the  non-whites  by  the  whites. 
Non-whites  have  been  consistently  deprived  of  every 
civil  and  human  right. 

The  full  development  of  apartheid  in  recent  years 
has  been  based  on  the  system  of  “ bantu  starts . ”  The 
bantustans  have  a  certain  similarity  to  the  Indian 
reservations  in  American  experience.  What  the  South 


African  government  has  done  is  to  set  aside  13%  of  the 
land,  the  most  worthless  land  in  the  country,  and  tell 
the  non-white  81%  of  the  population  that  it  is  their 
home.  This  land  is  divided  into  widely  scattered 
bantustans  with  one  for  each  tribal  group. 

Theoretically,  in  some  distant  future  these  tiny 
bantustans  are  to  become  independent 
countries — when  the  non-whites  are  “ready.  ” 
Meanwhile  they  have  their  own  governments  which 
have  very  little  powers  and  are  carefully  controlled  by 
the  whites.  The  most  important  factor  in  all  this  is 
that  outside  the  bantustans  the  non-whites  have  no 
political  rights  whatsoever.  They  are  supposedly  in  a 
foreign  country. 

Most  of  the  non-whites  have  never  seen  their 
assigned  bantustan  and  never  will.  They  are  part  of  the 
urban,  industrial  economy  of  South  Africa.  It  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  survive  on  the  bantustans 
where  there  is  no  industry  and  the  land  is  too  poor  for 
much  agriculture.  Therefore  they  remain  in  the  cities 
or  on  the  white  farms.  They  are  not  allowed  to  vote 
and  have  no  representation  in  the  South  African 
government.  They  are  not  allowed  to  own  land. 

In  the  cities  they  are  forced  to  live  in  "locations” 
where  they  stay  in  drab,  small  cinder-block  houses 
rented  to  them  by  the  government.  These  locations  or 
townships  are  generally  separated  from  the  white  cities 
by  several  miles  and  the  non-whites  are  shuttled  back 
and  forth  on  commuter  trains  under  strict  curfew 
regulations. 

In  addition  to  this,  every  non-white  is  required  to 
carry  a  "pass”,  a  small  booklet  stating  the  person’s 
identity  and  history  and  containing  his  employer’s 
signature.  The  pass  is  important  because  no  non-white 
is  supposed  to  be  outside  his  bantustan  without  having 
a  job.  Periodic  pass  checks  are  made  by  the  police,  and 
unemployed  people  arc  thrown  out  of  their  houses 
and  sent  to  the  bantustans.  The  fear  of  losing  a  job 
created  by  the  pass  laws,  together  with  the  fact  that 
non-whites  are  not  allowed  to  organize  unions, 
explains  in  part  the  miserable  labor  conditions  in 
South  Africa. 

Educational  opportunities  for'  non-whites  are 
greatly  limited  by  the  government  and  most  - 


non-whites  are  confined  by  law  to  manual  labor.  The 
average  wage  for  an  African  factory  worker  is  $590 
per  year,  for  an  African  construction  worker  $532  per 
year  and  for  an  African  mine  worker  $213  per  year. 
The  mine  workers  also  receive  room  and  board,  but 
this  is  because  they  are  required  to  sign  a  one  year 
contract  and  live  in  barracks  at  the  mine  without  being 
allowed  to  see  their  families. 

The  whites  appear  to  have  long  ago  given  up  any 
notion  of  liberalizing  their  government.  They  fear  that 
if  the  non-whites  are  given  any  chance  whatsoever, 
they  will  turn  around  and  oppress  or  destroy  the 
whites.  While  this  hypothesis  may  not  have  been 
originally  true,  it  becomes  increasingly  probable  as  the 
white  oppression  builds  up  hatred  in  the  rest  of  the 
population. 

Thus  the  whites  have  committed  themselves  to  a 
course  of  increasing  totalitarianism  and  terror.  The 
white  consciousness  in  South  Africa  appears  to  be 
divided  between  fear  and  brutality.  It  is  no  accident 
that  most  of  the  Afrikaaner  members  of  the 
government  supported  pacist  Germany  during  World 
War  II.  The  present  Prime  Minister,  John  Vorster, 
spent  most  of  the  war  in  a  British  detention  camp  due 
to  his  support  of  Hitler. 

One  asks  why  the  mass  of  the  non-whites  have  not 
yet  revolted  under  these  conditions.  While  it  seems 
obvious  that  a  large  scale  and  bloody  revolt  is 
inevitable,  the  conditions  for  organizing  a  revolution 
are  difficult.  There  have  in  fact  been  several  isolated 
uprisings  within  the  country,  but  they  have  been  easily 
put  down  by  the  government. 

Until  1961  the  non-whites  were  allowed  to  form 
political  parties,  although  they  had  no  real  voting 
rights.  In  1961,  when  South  Africa  withdrew  from  the 
Commonwealth  and  ended  its  last  ties  with  Britain, 
these  parties  were  outlawed.  The  parties  then  went 
underground  and  became  revolutionary  organizations. 
They  had  extreme  difficulty  organizing  within  the 
country,  however,  owing  to  the  very  efficient  political 
police  (the  Special  Branch)  and  its  system  of 
informers. 

Public  meetings  of  any  kind  require  police 


You're  looking  at  the  peace  and  brotherhood  symbol. 
The  symbol’s  new.  But  the  idea  of  "Peace  On  Earth- 
Good  Will  Toward  Men"  is  old.  An  idea  we’re  trying  to 
help  become  a  reality. 

That’s  why  we’re  helping  UNICEF  raise  money. 

The  money  will  go  for  food,  clothing,  shelter,  and  medical  aid. 
For  people  all  over  the  world. 

And  a  "Peace  and  Brotherhood"  calendar  will  go 
to  everyone  who  sends  in  a  dollar.  Or  more. 

Because  if  we  didn’t  try  to  help  people,  we  just  wouldn't 
live  up  to  our  name. 
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permission  and  arc  watched  closely.  Rapid 
communication  between  different  areas  is  almost 
impossible.  The  government  has  made  a  special  effort 
to  divide  up  the  different  tribal  groups  and^to  isolate 
them  from  each  other  as  much  as  possible.  The  mail 
and  telephone  systems  are  closely  monitored.  Travel 
between  different  areas  for  non-whites  requires  a 
special  permit. 

Thus  when  a  spontaneous  uprising  occurs  in  any 
one  area,  the  government  simply  seals  off  the  area  so 
no  one  else  hears  about  it,  and  sends  in  the  army.  The 
army  is  well-trained  and  well-equipped,  mainly  with 
French  and  British  weapons. 

At  this  point  most  of  the  revolutionary  leadership 
within  the  country  has  been  wiped  out.  This 
elimination  has  been  aided  by  a  unique  set  of  South 
African  laws  which  are  probably  the  most  oppressive 
of  any  in  the  world. 

These  laws  were  all  brought  together  in  the 
Terrorism  Act  of  1967.  Under  this  act  any  person 
engaged  in,  aiding  or  even  having  knowledge  of  any  act 
or  plan  to  “endanger  the  tnaintenance  of  law  and 
order"  or  even  to  “ embarrass  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  State  "  can  be  detained  by  the  police  for  an 
unlimited  time  without  trial  and  without  notification 
of  the  press  or  the  person’s  family  that  he  is  in 
custody. 

If  he  is  ever  brought  to  trial  (which  takes  place 
without  a  jury),  he  can  receive  a  sentence  of  anywhere 
from  five  years  to  death.  Many  people  in  South  Africa 
simply  disappear  and  are  never  heard  from  again.  Most 
of  the  political  prisoners  are  sent  to  Robbcn  Island  off 
Cape  Town  or  to  Central  Prison  in  Pretoria.  The 
conditions  are  very  bad.  Robert  Sobukwe,  the 
president  of  the  Pan-African  Congress,  for  example, 
has  been  in  solitary  confinement  on  Robben  Island 
since  1961,  nearly  nine  years. 

The  revolutionary  parties  at  present,  then,  are 
organized  mainly  outside  South  Africa  in  the 
independent  nations  of  Africa,  chiefly  Tanzania  and 
Zambia.  They  consist  of  refugees  from  South  Africa 
and  have  organized  themselves  into  guerilla 
movements  with  the  ultimate  hope  of  re-taking  their 
country.  The  principal  party  from  South  Africa,  the 
African  National  Congress,  formed  an  alliance  with 
one  of  the  Rhodesian  liberation  movements,  the 
Zimbabwe  African  People’s  Union,  and  began  fighting 
in  the  northern  part  of  Rhodesia  in  1967.  The 
principal  party  from  South  West  Africa,  the  South 
West  Africa  People’s  Organization,  began  fighting  in 
the  Caprivi  Strip,  the  extreme  northeastern  part  of 
their  country,  in  the  same  year. 

The  stated  goals  of  the  liberation  movements  are 
surprisingly  moderate.  They  do  not  plan  to  drive  all 
the  whites  into  the  sea,  but  propose  the  establishment 
of  a  non-racial  democracy.  They  favor  a  socialistic 
form  of  government,  but  do  not  wish  to  be  aligned 
exclusively  with  either  of  the  world’s  major  blocs. 
Their  chief  source  of  support  is  the  Organization  of 
African  Unity,  the  association  of  the  independent 
African  states.  To  date  they  have  received  no 
significant  aid  from  any  of  the  western  powers.  They 
have  received  some  support  in  weapons  and  training 
from  Russia,  China  and  East  Germany.  Naturally,  this 


support  might  be  expected  to  have  some  influence  on 
their  political  thinking. 

South  Africa  is  important  to  the  United  States  and 
Europe  for  several  reasons.  Its  location  at  the  tip  of 
Africa  makes  it  crucial  to  shipping  between  East  and 
West  during  those  periods  when  the  Suez  Canal  is 
closed.  Even  more  important,  South  Africa  is  the 
source  of  the  majority  (709?)  of  the  non-communist 
world’s  gold.  If  this  source  were  cut  off,  it  would  have 
serious  effects  on  all  the  western  economies.  Thus, 
apart  from  its  own  racism,  the  United  States  has 
several  motives  for  not  wishing  to  see  a  change  of 
government  in  South  Africa  and  taking  a  chance  on  a 
black  dominated  one  which  might  be  hostile. 

While  the  United  States  generally  votes  against 
South  Africa  in  the  U  N,  and  while  it  has  abided  by  an 
arms  embargo,  it  has  taken  no  steps  to  change  the 
situation  there.  For  example,  it  has  declined  to  give 
material  support  to  the  UN’s  decision  to  assume 
control  of  South  West  Africa. 

Meanwhile  the  United  States  has  given  South  Africa 
a  great  deal  of  economic  support.  Most  of  this  support 
comes  from  the  private  sector,  though  some  of  it  is  the 
government’s  direct  responsibility.  An  example  is  the 
sugar  quota,  whereby  Congress  allows  South  Africa  to 
sell  up  to  60,000  short  tons  in  the  United  States  at  the 
domestic  U.  S.  price  of  about  7.5  cents  per  pound 
rather  than  the  world  price  of  2.13  cents  per  pound. 
This  quota  thus  gives  South  Africa  an  annual  subsidy 
of  more  than  $5  million  at  the  expense  of  the  U.  S. 
consumer. 

In  1960  a  group  of  Africans  came  together  in  the 
town  of  Sharpeville  to  protest  peacefully  against  the 
pass  laws.  The  police  opened  fire  on  the  crowd  and 
killed  69,  most  shot  in  the  back  while  they  were  trying 
to  flee.  Following  this  incident  many  European 
investors  lost  confidence  in  the  stability  of  South 
Africa  and  started  to  withdraw  their  capital. 

It  is  possible  that  at  this  time  South  Africa  might 
have  faced  a  crisis  which  would  have  brought  about 
real  changes.  However,  a  number  of  U.  S.  firms  and 
organizations  quickly  pumped  in  enough  money  to 
re-establish  confidence.  A  total  of  SI 00  million  was 
invested  by  private  U.  S.  banks,  the  World  Bank  and 
the  Export-Import  Bank  of  Washington  (an  agency  of 
the  U.  S.  government).  A  consortium  of  1 1  U.  S. 
banks  headed  by  Chase  Manhattan  and  First  National 
City  Bank  established  a  $40  million  revolving  credit 
account  for  South  Africa. 

Since  1960  private  U.  S.  investment  in  South  Africa 
has  grown  tremendously.  There  are  now  more  than 
300  American  firms  with  subsidiaries,  affiliates, 
branch  offices  or  other  investments  in  South  Africa. 
These  firms  include  all  the  best  known  companies  in 
the  country  --  Esso,  Ford,  GM,  Goodyear,  Mobil, 
Owens-Corning,  Phillips,  U.  S.  Steel,  and  on  and  on. 

Altogether,  private  U.  S.  investment  has  been 
estimated  as  high  as  $800  million.  The  U.  S. 
investment  is  approximately  12%  of  the  total  foreign 
investment  in  South  Africa  and  is  second  only  to 
England.  The  reason  for  all  this  investment  is  quite 
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Houston  Money 

For  Apartheid 

The  connections  between  U.  S.  businessmen  and  U. 

S.  politicians  are,  needless  to  say.  close  and  in  some 
cases  the  two  arc  identical.  The  1969  House  financial 
disclosures  revealed  that  a  number  of  U.  S. 
congressmen  have  personal  investments  in  South 
Africa.  A  notable  example  is  Rep.  James  M.  Collins 
from  Texas’  third  district  (Western  Dallas  County) 
who  holds  shares  in  six  South  African  mining  and 
investment  companies.  One  of  the  most  notorious  U. 

S.  businessmen  involved  in  South  Africa,  Charles  W. 
Engelhard,  who  directly  controls  15%  of  the  gold 
production  in  addition  to  other  interests,  is  very 
influential  in  the  national  Democratic  Party  and  is  a) 
close  friend  of  Lyndon  B.  Johnson.  (He  was  Johnson’s 
personal  representative  to  the  independence 
celebrations  in  Zambia,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the 
Zambians.) 

Even  closer  to  home,  one  can  see  that  Houston  also 
participates  in  the  growing  U.  S.  economic 
entanglement  with  South  Africa.  An  average  of  four 
ships  per  month  carry  goods  between  Houston  and 
South  Africa.  At  least  five  Houston-based  companies 
have  investments  in  the  home  of  apartheid. 

The  most  important  of  these  is  Tenneco 
Corporation  which  in  Houston  owns  the  Tennessee 
Building,  the  Ten  Ten  Travis  Corporation,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  building,  and  holds  40%  of  the 
Houston  National  Bank.  Tenneco  also  owns  a  plant  in 
South  Africa,  is  prospecting  for  oil  there,  and  controls 
the  J.  I.  Case  Co.  which  markets  much  of  South 
Africa’s  farm  machinery. 

Other  Houston  companies  with  interests  in  South 
Africa  are  Anderson  Clayton  and  Co.,  Pipeline 
Technologists,  and  Mandrel  Industries  Inc.,  a 
Houston-based  subsidiary  of  the  Ampex  Corp.  A  fifth 
company,  Halliburton  Co.,  has  executive  offices  in 
Dallas,  but  owns  tfrown  and  Root  and  four  other 
businesses  in  Houston  and  has  three  Houstonians  on 
its  board  of  directors.  It  has  a  branch  in  South  Africa. 

An  Important  figure  in  Houston’s  involvement 
in  South  Africa  is  Svend  Hansen.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  Hansen  and  Tidemann  Inc. ,  a  shipping  a- 
gency  which  handles  the  South  African  Marine 
Corp.  He  also  serves  as  honorary  consul  for 
South  Africa  in  Houston.  Finally,  he  is  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  World  Trade  Club  of 
Houston.  One  can  imagine  in  what  directions  he 
encourages  Houston's  world  trade. 


simple:  profit.  It  is  devoid  of  any  human 
consideration.  South  Africa  now  has  the  second  fastest 
growing  economy  in  the  world  after  Japan.  The 
average  profit  margin  on  investment  is  26%.  One  can 
make  a  lot  of  money  on  slave  labor. 

The  political  importance  of  this  investment  is  quite 
clear.  It  does  not  ameliorate  the  conditions  of  the 
non-whites  or  serve  as  a  force  to  break  down 
apartheid.  Rather,  the  money  generated  within  South 
Africa  goes  mostly  to  the  whites  and  their  government 
and  only  serves  to  strengthen  their  control. 
Furthermore,  this  investment  brings  about  increasing 
ties  between  the  United  States  and  the  present  South 
African  regime,  and  helps  insure  that  the  U.  S.  will  not 
act  unfavorably  towards  South  Africa  politically. 

What  can  be  done  to  help  change  the  situation  in 
South  Africa?  The  most  immediate  and  tangible  action 
is  to  give  support  to  the  liberation  movements  which 
are  in  great  need  of  finances  and  all  kinds  of  supplies. 
Contributions  can  be  sent  to  the  African  National 
Congress,  P.  O.  Box  2239,  Dar  es  Salaam,  Tanzania 
and  the  South  West  Africa  People’s  Organization,  P.  O. 
Box  2603.  Dar  es  Salaam,  Tanzania. 

Second,  one  can  act  to  discourage  U.  S.  investment 
in  South  Africa.  Demonstrations  have  had  little  effect, 
though  they  serve  an  educational  purpose.  More  direct 
results  have  been  obtained  by  putting  pressure  on 
churches,  schools,  and  other  groups  to  withdraw  their 
investments  in  companies  involved  in  South  Africa. 
For  example,  an  amount  has  been  withdrawn  from 
Chase  Manhattan  equivalent  to  its  revolving  credit  to 
South  Africa.  In  1970  the  Sugar  Act  comes  up  for 
'congressional  review  and  groups  can  put  pressure  on 
congressmen  to  remove  South  Africa’s  quota.  Finally, 
boycotting  South  African  goods  sold  on  the  U.  S. 
consumer  market  (rock  lobsters,  diamonds)  may  have 
a  slight  effect. 

Beyond  this,  the  most  important  action  is  simply  to 
gather  and  spread  information  on  the  situation  in 
South  Africa.  Current  information  is  put  out  by  the 
liberation  movements  in  newsletters  and  magazines. 
Three  research  groups  in  the  United  States  also  supply 
information:  the  American  Committee  on  Africa,  164 
Madison  Ave.,  N.  Y.,  N.  Y.  10016  (which  publishes  a 
list  of  tl.e  U.  S.  companies  involved  in  South  Africa); 
the  Africa  Research  Group,  P.  O.  Box  213,  Cambridge, 
Mass.  02138;  and  the  Southern  Africa  Committee  of 
the  U.  C.  M.,  Room  752,  475  Riverside  Drive,  N.  Y. 
N.  Y.  10027. 

The  importance  of  spreading  information  is  to 
counter  South  African  propaganda  and  v  *o  create  a 
climate  of  opinion  which  might  influence  U.  S.  action. 
It  is  doubtful  that  the  United  States  would  ever  aid  in 
the  liberation  of  South  Africa,  but  an  effort  can  be 
made  to  neutralize  the  U.  S.  so  that,  as  the  struggle 
escalates,  it  dogs  not  intervene  significantly  on  the  side 
of  the  present  South  African  government. 
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Police  Assault  Continues: 
Panthers  Under  Seige 


March  in  New  Haven  protesting  treatment  of  Black  Panther  women  at 
state  prison.  Photo  by  Barbara  Rothkrug/LNS. 


L.A.  Panthers 

(cont) 

Panthers  “ wouldn't  shoot  first  but  they'd 
defend  themselves. ’’ 

In  preparation  for  the  attack  the  Panthers 
had  sandbagged  the  office  windows  and 
reinforced  the  door  with  steel  plates;  they 
had  gas  masks  and  bullet-proof  vests  ready, 
and  only  the  saturation  of  the  filters  in  their 
gas  masks  by  the  90  tear  gas  canisters  ended 
their  resistance. 

State  Senator  Mervun  Dymally,  a  black 
Democrat,  said,  “This  is  part  of  a  national . 
program  of  police  repression  against  the 
Panthers.  I  have  no  evidence  that  the 
Panthers  have  taken  the  offensive  in 
shooting  people.  ’’ 

Police  also  raided  two  other  Panther 
buildings,  arresting  two  men  and  six  women. 
Tear  gas  was  used  and  one  woman  was 
injured.  All  those  arrested  were  charged 
with  conspiracy  to  murder  or  assault  with  a 
deadly  weapon  with  intent  to  commit 
murder.  Acting  Police  Chief  Daryl  Gates 
said  the  Panthers  had  engaged  in  “felonious 
resistance"  and  Mayor  Sam  Yorty  praised 
“the  heroism  of  our  police.  ” 

Governor  Ronald  Reagan  said,  “the 
answer  lies  with  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  black  community,  who  have  proved 
they  are  fine  solid  citizens.  ” 

From  all  signs,  however.  Reagan’s  view 
was  not  correct.  Virtually  every  black  group 
in  the  city  except  Karcnga’s  cultural 
nationalist  “US, ’’  a  Panther  rival  denounced 
the  police  attack,  characterizing  it  as  an 
attack  on  all  black  people. 

Popular  outpouring  of  support  in  the  past 
had  prevented  police  attacks  on  the  Los 
Angeles  Panthers.  People  from  the  commun¬ 
ity  would  gather  in  large  numbers,  foiling 
police  plans.  This  time,  however,  the  area 
was  cordoned  off,  and  the  Panthers’  phones 
were  cut. 

The  New  York  Times  did  some  “man  in 
the  street”  interviewing  while  the  Panther 
office  was  being  assaulted.  Here’s  what  thc- 
Timcs  published  on  Dec.  9: 

“Later  in  the  morning,  local  residents 
gathered  in  doorways  and  behind  police 
barricades  watching  dozens  of  officers  in 
leather  jackets  occupy  the  street  or  roar  past 
on  their  motorcycles.  Anger  and  outrage 
welled  up  as  they  stood  there,  and  it  came 
pouring  out. 

‘How  tong  have  you  been  killing 
blacks?’  one  woman  shouted  at  a  policeman. 
A  young  man  in  a  T-shirt  and  a  yellow 
jacket  said  softly: 


‘Too  many  things  aren  7  straight.  They 
aren’t  moving  on  the  Black  Panthers  alone, 
they  Ye  been  moving  against  the  whole  black 
nation.  They  say  there’s  no  correlation 
between  the  raids,  hut  we  know  better  than 
that.  Anyone  who  can't  see  this  as  a  racist 
thing  is  crazy. ' 

‘There  were  no  black  cops.  ’  the  crowd 
muttered,  ‘there  was  no  warning.  This  will 
only  help  build  the  black  community, '  said 
one  youth.  An  older  woman,  standing 
behind  him.  blurted: 

‘We  have  to  shoot  and  run.  s!ux)t  and 
run.  Every  time  they  look  up  they  ’ll  find  a 
dead  cop.  We  should  throw  bombs  at  their 
wives  and  children  and  sec  how  they  like  it.  ’ 


Protest  marches  were  planned  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  black  community,  while  white 
radicals  began  setting  up  a  telephone 
network  that  would  make  it  possible  to 
bring  hundreds  of  people  to  a  Panther  office 
that  police  were  preparing  to  attack. 

A  bail  fund  is  being  organized  by  the 
Black  Student  Alliance.  Contributions  can 
be  sent  to  their  office  at  4619  South 
Western  Ave..  Los  Angeles.  California. 


YWCA  going  to  POT 

EAST  LANSING  (LNS-CPS)  The 
Young  Adult  Conference  of  the  Young 
Women’s  Christian  Association  has 
endorsed  legalization  of  marijuana  and 
has  called  for  using  YWCA  facilities 
for  the  dispensation  of  birth  control 
aids  to  married  and  single  women 
alike. 

In  addition,  the  “Y"  members,  all 
under  35  years  of  age.  came  out  for 
the  repeal  of  all  abortion  laws,  in  favor 
of  anti-war  demonstrations  and  for 
black  self  determination. 


NEW  YORK  (LNS)-  In  an  attempt  at 
extinction  of  the  Black  Panther  Party,  the 
government  is  waging  a  nation-wide 
offensive  with  an  arsenal  of  frame-ups.  no 
bail,  kangaroo  courts  whose  judges  conduct 
half  the  prosecution  and  just  plain  bullets. 

Within  the  past  six  months  alone,  more 
than  40  Panther  leaders  and  about  125 
members  have  been  arrested,  and  many  arc 
facing  charges  which  could  lead  to  life 
imprisonment  or  death.  In  the  few  years  the 
Party  has  been  around.  28  Black  Panthers 
have  been  murdered.  Panther  offices  in  a 
number  of  cities  have  been  attacked  by 
police,  who  sometimes  rain  automatic  rifle 
fire  at  the  walls  and  windows  as  they  storm 
the  steps.  (They  bring  warrants  for 
“fugitives."  non-existent  or  miles  away.) 

Chicago  is  turning  in  some  of  the  ugliest 
news.  In  the  week  which  ended  with  the 
pre-dawn  slaying  of  Illinois  Panther  leader 
Fred  Hampton,  police  shot  two  panthers  on 
the  street  and  severely  beat  three  others  in  a 
Chicago  apartment.  The  week’s  toll:  three 
dead  and  two  critically  wounded.  Other 
cities  also  report  new  developments  in  the 
government’s  attempt  to  wipe  out  the 
Panther  organization. 

National  Party  Chairman  Bobby  Scale, 
recently  sentenced  to  four  years  in  jail  for 
demanding  his  right  to  representation  by  a 
lawyer  of  his  choice  in  Judge  Julius 
Hoffman’s  Chicago  courtroom,  is  now  in 
San  Francisco  County  Jail  in  the  “hole”  -  a 
cold  4’  \  7'  cell  -  where  he  was  thrown  Nov. 
24. 

Seale  described  his  ordeal  the  next  day  in 
a  taped  interview  with  his  lawyer.  Charles 
Garry : 

“One  of  them  grabbed  my  testicles  while 
the  other  was  choking  me:  and  the  others 
were  holding  my  arms,  trying  to  put 
handcuffs  on  me.  He  grabbed  and  yanked 
my  testicles  and  penis.  And  the  choking  was 
so  vicious  that  the  only  thing  /  remember 
after  that  was  /  was  thrown  on  the  floor 
inside  the  solitary  confinement  cell.  “ 

The  incident  began  when  a  guard  found 
the  Black  Panther  newspaper  in  Seale’s 
possession.  The  guard  told  Seale  his  visiting 
privileges  would  be  eliminated  as 
punishment  for  holding  such  "contraband.  " 

Charles  Carry  had  given  Seale  the  paper 
with  the  permission  of  the  deputy  sheriff. 
Chairman  Bobby  was  preparing  materials  to 
aid  Carry  in  defending  him  against  the 
extradition  proceedings  which  may  take  him 
to  Connecticut  to  face  a  trumped-up  murder 
charge,  and  Seale  needed  the  Black  Panther 
paper  to  write  out  an  outline  explaining 
some  of  the  statements  the  Party  had  made. 


Seale  told  the  guard  that  he  (Seale)  had  a 
right  1 6  the  paper  and  said.  “Since  you  ’re 
violating  my  rights,  then  /  just  see  you  as  a 
pig.  You  're  a  pig  a  hundred  times.  ’’ 

l  or  saying  that,  the  deputy  sheriffs 
decided  to  put  Seale  in  the  hole  for  10  to  15 
days.  Seale  said  that  he  would  go  to  the 
hole,  but  that  he  would  take  his  legal  papers 
with  him.  At  that  point  the  guards  jumped 
and  beat  him. 

In  his  taped  remarks,  Seale  described 
conditions  suffered  his  first  day  in  the  hole: 

“Every  hour  and  a  half.  ”  he  said,  “the 
toilet  would  flush  up.  flooding  the  floor 
with  defecation  and  piss.  It’s  not  really  a 
toilet,  just  a  hole  in  the  floor.  ’’ 

“I  had  to  lie  in  it  all  day.  You  lie  on  the 
floor,  it  s  kind  of  like  a  rubber-padded  cell 
hut  it’s  coid.  there's  no  cot.  no  blanket,  just 
floor  and  piss  and  defecation.  " 

Seale  told  Garry  his  throat  was 
tremendously  swollen  from  the  choking.  “I 
can  7  hardly  hear  or  talk.  ”  he  said. 

While  Bobby  Seale  was  lying  on  the  slimy 
floor  of  his  maximum-security  isolation  cell, 
agents  of  the  Presidential  police  force  -the 
Secret  Service  -  arrested  David  Hilliard,  the 
Panther  Party’s  national  Chief  of  Staff,  on 
Dec.  3  in  downtown  San  Francisco  for 
remarks  he  made  during  a  Nov.  15  rally 
against  the  war  at  Golden  Gate  Park. 

At.  the  rally.  Hilliard  denounced  the 
fascism  of  American  society  and  the 
viciousness  of  its  attacks  on  the  Black 
Panther  Party.  By  the  end  of  the  speech 
Hilliard  made  no  attempt  to  conceal  his 
anger: 

“hV  say  down  with  the  American  fascist 
society,  i.ater  for  Richard  Mifhaus  Nixon, 
the  motherfucker.  Later  for  all  the  pigs  of 
the  power  structure. ”  The  crowd  reacted 
nervously  to  Hilliard's  strong  language,  and 
he  answered  them.  "Later  for  all  the  people 
out  here  that  don  7  want  to  hear  me  curse 
because  that's  all  I  know  how  to  do.  That's 
all  that  I’m  going  to  do.  I'm  not  ever  going 
to  stop  cursing.  ’’ 

Hilliard  unleashed  a  verbal  attack  on 
Nixon,  accusing  him  of  being  responsible  for 
national  repression  of  the  Panther  Party.  He 
said  that  Nixon  or  anyone  else  who  stands 
in  the  way  will  be  killed. 

So  it  happens  there's  a  very  vague  law  in 
direct  defiance  of  the  first  Amendment 
which  prohibits  anyone  from  saying  what 
Hilliard  said  that  day.  Put  in  any  name  but 
the  President’s  and  it's  quite  within  the  law. 
but  since  “Richard  Nixon  is  what  he  said. 
Hilliard  is  being  held  on  530.000  bail  which 
the  court  ruled  must  be  posted  only  in  the 
form  of  cash  or  property.  Charles  Garry,  the 
Panther's  top  attorney.  termed  it 
"ransom.”  but  it  is  hardly  a  new 
phenomenon  for  Panthers  to  get  bails 
designed  to  be  unpayable. 


Recently,  the  FBI  detained  several 
top-ranking  Panthers  at  John  F.  Kennedy 
International  Airport  in  New  York  City. 
The  Panthers,  including  Field  Marshall  Don 
(DC)  Cox  and  Minister  of  Culture  Emory 
Douglas,  were  en  route  to  Algiers  to  visit 
exiled  Minister  of  Information  Eldridge 
Cleaver.  The  FBI  obtained  the  Panthers’ 
luggage  -  which  had  already  been  checked 
with  Air  France  —  and  illegally  seized 
materials  destined  for  Eldridge.  The 
Panthers  eventually  were  able  to  make  their 
journey,  but  the  FBI  kept  the  materials.  All 
the  Panthers  could  do  was  file  a  protest  with 
Air  France. 

In  New  Haven,  Conn.,  repression 
continues  against  14  Panthers  charged  with 
murder.  Developments  in  the  case  have 
confirmed  the  Panther’s  allegations  that 
George  Sams,  an  cx-Panther  whose 
testimony  was  responsible  for  their  arrest,  is 
nothing  more  than  a  police  agent.  George 
Sams  and  Loretta  Luckcs  cooperated  with 
the  police  Dec.  1  and  pleaded  guilty  to 
charges  arising  out  of  the  murder  of  Black 
Panther  Alex  Rackley  last  May.  Sams  is 
quite  a  fellow  -  he  has  told  the  police  and 
will  tell  the  court  that  Panther  Chairman 
Bobby  Scale  personally  ordered  Rackley ’s 
death. 

The  Panthers  say  Rackley  was  and  always 
will  be  known  as  a  member  in  good  standing 
with  the  party.  He  was  killed  by  the  police 
and  police  agents,  they  say.  Panthers  from 
New'  York.  New  Haven  and  Berkeley  who 
know  Sams  describe  him  as  a  “madman.  ’’ 
He  was  expelled  from  the  Party  by  the 
Central  Committee  last  year  when  it  was 
found  he  had  stabbed  a  brother,  and  rumors 
connected  him  w  ith  the  raping  of  sisters  in 
Chicago.  Chairman  Seale  was  persuaded  to 
let  Sams  back  into  the  party  by  Stokley 
Carmichael. 

Many  Panthers  now  doubt  whether  Sams 
ever  fled  to  C  anada  or  was  captured  there 
after  the  Rackley  slaying,  as  the  police 
claim.  They  believe  he  was  probably  with 
the  police  all  along  and  that  his 
“disappearance”  was  used  as  an  excuse  lor 
the  police  to  blast  their  way  into  Panther 
headquarters  in  Detroit.  Chicago  and 
Denver,  where  they  burned  food  intended 
for  the  Panther  free  breakfast  program, 
looted  and  destroyed  files  and  smashed 
office  equipment  while  they  supposedly 
“searched”  for  Sams. 

The  Panthers  do  not  consider  it  a 
coincidence  that  shortly  after  the  police 
visit  to  the  Detroit  headquarters.  Panther 
Area  Captain  Mike  Baynahm  was  found 
with  two  bullets  in  his  head  -  a  “suicide.” 
according  to  the  police  report. 

The  Panthers  do  not  know  if  Loretta 
Luckcs.  who  also  cooperated  with  police  at 
a  recent  bail  hearing  is  a  police  agent  or  if 
she  was  intimidated  by  the  police  while  in 
jail. 
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San  Frandsoo- 

Supporters  Rally, 
Scare  Off  Cops 


letters 

(cont) 


Stingy  Stores 


Dear  Editors. 

My  husband  and  I  worked  last  month 
with  a  low-incomc  neighborhood  group 
called  the  Harrisburg  Citizens  for  Action. 
The  members  decided  to  solicit  turkeys 
from  Houston  food  stores  to  be  distributed 
to  needy  families  in  this  area.  Women 
worked  long  hours  selling  barbeque  suppers 
to  raise  the  necessary  $15  for  stamps, 
stationary,  envelopes  and  return  post  cards. 
Letters  were  written  and  addressed  to 
approximately  100  Houston  food  stores. 
One  turkey  was  requested  from  each  store. 

The  group  members  made  a  tentative  list 
of  needy  families  with  many  children  who 
would  not  have  a  turkey  dinner  on 
Thanksgiving.  I  might  add  that  the  members 
were  not  soliciting  any  turkeys  for 
themselves  --  but  sought  out  the  families 
that  were  in  more  desperate  need. 

Having  witnessed  the  same  project  one 
year  ago  in  Connecticut,  we  were  very 
disappointed  when  only  two  Houston  stores 
donated  a  turkey.  There  was  active 
participation  there  in  Connecticut  by  the 
merchants  and  few  poverty  families,  if  any, 
were  not  helped.  This  response  reflects  the 
basic  attitudes  which  we  have  observed  here 
of  prejudice  of  minorities;  emphasis  on  great 
“rugged”  individualism;  and  a  general 
backwardness  when  it  comes  to 
understanding  and  humanity.  It’s  obvious 
that  sensitivity  to  human  problems,  which  is 
supposed  to  be  part  of  our  American 
philosophy,  is  very  much  absent  from  this 
state. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs.  Richard  K.  Smith 
218  Medina 
Houston 


Like  It  /? 


Dear  SCN, 

I*  so  happens  that  I’m  not  .nigh  "r  but 
one  doesn’t  have  to  have  hat  o  see.  by  see 
i  mean  he  aware  of  the  g.  jd  and  bad, 
basta’ds  and  non-Basta*ds,  trampled  people 
and  ideas  and  the  tramplers  of  them. 
Instead,  one  must  be  blind  and  rather 
selective  to  not  see  the  view  of  the  other 
side  whether  that  person  have  hair  or  not.  I 
read  SCN  and  from  what  I  sa-  it  was  a  hell 
of  lot  closer  to  the  truth  than  some  other 
newspapers  that  I  read. 

I  see  things  that  I  consider  unjust  (to  say 
the  least)  in  all  levels  of  society.  By  levels  I 
mean  not  social  class  but  in  the  more 
general  sense  of  home,  town,  school  and  on 
and  on  to  the  city  cops,  state  laws. 

Who  knows,  maybe  I  am  an  unlucky  sort 
that  sees  only  the  lessor  but  1  doubt  it,  that 
much  anyway.  All  I  can  say  is  you  (and  1 
don’t  know  really  who  “you”  are, 
secret-feds  or  maybe  CPUSA  or  something) 
seem  to  see  what  I  see.  The  fact  that  you 
“TELL  IT  LIKE  IT  IS”  is  what  I  like:  and 


people  are  going  to  have  to  either  destroy 
truth  (don  t  put  it  past  ’em,  the  commies 
are  doing  a  pretty  good  job  of  it  in  Russia) 
or  they  arc  going  to  have  to  be  more  realistic, 
truthful  and  humane  toward  one  another  (to 
perhaps  a  very  basic  degree)  in  order  to 
survive  in  the  future. 

Therefore  if  his  mind  continues 
to  harbor  all  kinds  of  hangups  in  growing 
numbers  (as  years  roll  by)  then  the  future  is 
to  be  a  place  where  many  men  cannot 
function  as  they  should.  In  fact  mental 
break  down  will  (in  my  opinion)  become 
most  common  among  the  establishment 
people  and  eventually  be  the  final  factor  of 
destruction  of  Mankind  on  earth. 

This  is  where  you  come  in.  You  SCN  are 
an  clement  that  tends  to  ease  the  impact  of 
social  hangups  on  the  reader.  He  sees  things 
that  are  really  in  his  mind,  reads  stories  that 
arc  not  one  big  hang-up  sanctioned  by  all  of 
the  other  hangups  and  suppress  his  mind 
and  it’s  very  activity;  needs  of  body,  mind 
and  soul.  For  as  long  as  they  are  intact  the 
real  truth  will  not  be  trampled  either  by  his 
own  hang-ups  or  society. 

I  urge  you  to  ‘TELL  IT  LIKE  IT  IS”  and 
to  continue  to  be  an  element  that  eases  the 
many  morbid  hang-ups  and  misconceptions 
that  keep  many  people  so  messed  up  that  if 
one  is  asked  his  own  damn  name  on  a  street 
corner  in  broad  daylight  he  fears  for  life 
itself. 

I  am  enclosing  one-fourth  of  the  money  I 
have  to  live  on  this  week.  I  hope  that  SCN 
gets  more. 

Hang  Tough,  you  serve  a  great  purpose, 

Chuck 

Huntsville 


No  Exceptions 


To  the  Lditors: 

A  local  newspaper,  in  a  recent  editorial 
about  the  Vietnamese  massacre,  quoted 
Sergeant  Michael  Bernhardt  as  saying, 
“ .  .  .It  was  point-blank  murder.”  That 
statement  is  not  only  empty,  obvious  and 
superfluous,  but  moreso,  it  is  an 
emotion-ridden  expression  that  aims  to 
incite  compassion  and  sympathy  on  the  part 
of  the  reader. 

Let  s  put  it  this  way:  A  machine  gun  fired 
Jt  109  people  from  point-blank  range  kills. 
It  is  obvious  murder.  A  bomb  dropped  from 
.\u  altitude  of  2000  feet  on  109  people  also 
kills.  It.  too,  is  murder.  Is  there  any 
difference? 

Destruction  and  killing  with  bombs  has 
been  going  on  for  years.  No  one  was 
shocked  or  terrified.  Now  destruction  and 
killing  from  point-blank  range  takes  place 
and  virtually  the  whole  world  reacts  in 
horror  and  condemnation. 

It  is  high  time  for  man  to  begin  acting  less 
on  feelings  and  start  reacting  more  along 
lines  of  reason  and  logic.  Killing  people 
from  a  distance  of  20  feet  or  2000  feet  is 
essentially  the  same.  It  is  murder  and  it’s 
vicious.  Let’s  not  make  any  exceptions. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  (LNS)  -  San  Francis¬ 
co  police  must  have  felt  pretty  bitter  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  8.  While  the  cops  in  Los 
Angeles  had  been  getting  their  rocks  off  by 
shooting  up  the  local  headquarters  of  the 
Black  Panther  Party,  here  in  San  Francisco, 
a  hastily  mobilized  group  of  supporters 
massed  in  front  of  the  Panther  office 
probably  just  in  time  to  prevent  a  similar 
assualt.  A  bitter  setback  for  Amerikan 
Genocide. 

It  was  all  very  sudden.  People  were 
listening  to  the  radio  and  TV,  rapping  about 
the  Los  Angeles  butchery  when  suddenly 
phones  began  ringing-Gct  your  ass  down  to 
the  Panther  office,  It’s  Happening  Here, 
Too! 

Late  in  the  afternoon.  Panthers  in  the 
Fillmore  St.  Headquarters  saw  men  in  bullet 
proof  vests  materialize  in  the  streets  around 
their  building.  Plainclothes  cops  appeared 
from  nowhere,  chasing  people  away  from 
the  locality.  Helicopters  hovered  overhead. 

Unlike  the  Los  Angeles  assault,  however, 
the  cops  neglected  to  have  obliging  Bell 
Telephone  cut  off  area  phone  service,  so  the 
beleagured  Panthers  were  able  to  make  some 
fast  calls.  Soon,  over  100  people,  mostly 
white  radicals,  gathered  in  front  of  the 
Panther  building.  Not  surprisingly,  the 
advanced  units  of  the  pig  squad  faded  away. 

Reports,  came  in.  however,  of  busloads  of 
police  lurking  in  a  nearby  parking  lot. 


Help! 

Dear  Space  City  News  People, 

1  am  a  14  year  old  freak  trapped  in  a  very 
straight  community  asking  for  help.  Our 
junior  highs  have  a  very  bad  situation.  The 
few  freaks  that  are  in  one  of  these  pleasure 
domes  are  hassled  by  the  straights,  rednecks 
and  Authority.  We  were  not  even  allowed  to 


Convinced  that  the  incident  was  more  than 
a  feint,  and  fully  aware  that  the" 
contemporary  Amerikan  "peace  officer" 
prefers  to  carry  out  his  orders  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  -  witness  Chicago  and  Los 
Angeles  -  people  in  the  crowd  set  up 
two-hour  shifts  to  last  through  the  night,  as 
well  as  the  following  night.  A  hot  line  chain 
list  was  quickly  assembled  of  people  who 
could  be  called  any  time, 
each  having  still  others  to  notify,  so  in 
future  emergencies  a  large  support  crowd 
could  be  rallied  quickly. 

Meanwhile,  across  the  Bay  in  Berkeley, 
the  Panther  national  headquarters  was  being 
subjected  to  the  same  harassment.  There, 
too,  people  massed  in  front  of  the  building 
to  provide  a  human  buffer  between  the 
Panthers  and  the  physical  manifestation  of 
Amerikan  Fascism. 

It  is  clear  that  the  Government  has  set 
itself  to  the  rapid  elimination  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party.  With  the  radical  left  across 
the  country  generally  so  much  on  the 
defensive,  it  becomes  all  the  more  difficult 
to  counter  the  violent  attempts  to  extermin¬ 
ate  the  Panthers.  White  radicals  more  than 
ever  must  seek  to  mobilize  support  in  white 
communities  for  the  Panthers.  Bring  clergy¬ 
men,  nuns  and  white  liberals  along-maybe 
the  racist  cops  will  have  second  thoughts 
about  shooting  through  their  ...  __ 

.  6  - bodies.  There 

seem  to  be  no  second  thoughts  about 
sending  bullets  ripping  through  Panthers’ 
bodies. 


sending  the  heat  after  us  and  we  are  going 
insane  if  we  do  stay  home.  Any  compas¬ 
sionate  people  who  have  a  solution  to  our 
problem  (a  peaceful  solution,  please)  write 
me  with  all  haste. 

Love, 

Paula 

Houston 


observe  Moratorium  like  we  wanted  to.  We  You  can  write  any  responses  to  Paula, 
cant  leave  home  without  our  parents’  care  of  Space  City  News 


Anthony  K.  De  Vries 
1205  Crocker 
Houston 


Rock  ’n  Roll  Revival  1969 


starring 

CHUCK  BERRY 

king  of 
early  rock ” 

& 


BO  DIDDLEY 

“king  of 
early  beat" 


Special  Added  Attraction  ~  Z .  Z.  TOP! 


tues,  dec.  2  3  7:30-10:30pm 

Houston  Music  Theatre 


tickets  $5,  4,  3 
(.50  off  in  advance) 
a  available  at 

Foley’s  &  HMT  box  office 

H  FOR  THe.  h  Mt.. 


nMnr,npmgnniuimnH;iiimiimnraunlnnHHuniuuMir.^'M„!!,.ttMm1MHtmiM,ntuWunttuumumu^Hunnnnnnnnmn.Hu,nnn,nnmnur,nMnMmn«nu 


Carroll 


Jan.  17  in  the  Music  Hall 

Two  performances  at  6:30  and  9:30  p.m. 
Also  featuring  Jack  Green,  Jeannie 
Seely,  Wilma  Burgess. 

PRices  £oo-  4-oo-z.oo  -2  oo 


January  17  in  Jones  Hall 

See  the  star  of  "Julia"  who  is  also  a 
very  talented  and  exciting  nightclub  en¬ 
tertainer!  Two  shows  at  2:30  and  8:30 
p.m.  pas. Peices.' &. oo-5. oo-4oo 
3  oo-  2  oo-  l  oo 


Jan.  19  in  the  Coliseum 

One  performance  only,  8:00  p.m. 

PE&  pKce5'  6.oo'5.  oo-loO-  i.co.2oo-U>c 


Tickets  available  at  all  Foley's  stores  and  at  the 
Houston  Music  Theatre 


Especially  for  you .  .  .  The  GREATEST  entertainment 
package  ever  brought  to  Houston!  ! 

PRESENT^..  /At  FEF&ObJ... 

JOSE  FELICIANO 

%if.FY  7--50/M.. 

university of  Houston 
■HOFHeiNZ  pavilion- 


Petula  Clark 

and  the  Buddy  Rich  Orchestra 

January  21,  22  in  Jones  Hall 

Three  performances  January  21 
at  8:00  p.m.  and  January  22  at 
2:30  and  8:00  p.m. 

RE&PRicej-  fi  8  50  -7.5 O  -  6  5 O  -  4SO 

Danny  Davis  and  the 

NASHVILLE  BRASS 


Stacie  level  and  first  10  rows- 

JRcws  1 1  thru  30 . *4 

$1  Discount  for  students... 


Miss 

Diahann 


Count  Basie 

and  his  orchestra,  and 

The  Glenn  Miller 

orchestra  with  Buddy 
De  Franco 


Kioto  by  Richard  Buach/LNS. 


AMERIKA'S  WET  DREAM 


P1GAMERIKA  (LNS>  -  So  Mick  Jagger, 
by  all  accounts  a  rather  bad  mothuhfuckuh, 
came  home.  Grotesque,  lewd,  and  deranged. 
Satisfying. 

J agger’s  sassy  strut  and  faggoty 
pirouettes,  black  leotards  and  black  muscle 
shirt  (omega  in  the  place  of  the  Superman 
“S”),  and  a  flippant  red  floor-length  scarf 
decorate  the  heavy,  hard-driving  rock  pulsar 
like  lace  draped  over  a  lathe.  Madison 
Square  Garden’s  20,000  rightful  owners 
gape,  scream,  crawl  up  on  the  arms  of  their 
seats,  dance,  charge  the  stage,  wave  fists  and 
other  less  organized  clumps  of  fingers,  and 
when  Mickey  bawls  we  all  bawl  with  him:  " 
l  can’t  get  nooo...SA..TIS...FAC..TION!" 

Positively  a  fire  hazard.  His  Securityhood 
the'Peeg  drags  from  the  stage  a  girl  reaching 
the  <  violent  climax  of  masturbation  while  a 
thousand  others  who  charged  the  stage  and 
didn’t  make  it  mash  one  another  in  the  pit  - 
a  freaked-out  amoeba  of  human  flesh 
downing  joints  and  chewing  minced  poppy 
seeds.  Convulsions,  spasms,  fists  -  Jagger 
answers  with  an  affected  postnasal  drip, 
belly  shimmies,  and  a  spine  whose  erectness 
he  probably  owes  to  his  father  Joe,  a 
physical  education  teacher.  It’s  no  capital 
crime. 

But  Satan  is  barefoot,  a  homespun  boy, 
society’s  child.  He  dances  the  disease  which 
this  place  is.  He^  the  total  impostor.  The 
last  of  the  great  movie  queens.  The  last  of 
the  great  white  pricks.  Wealthy  -  the  tour 
will  pay  for  two  million-dollar  bashes,  v.azy. 
narcissistic,  a  good  businessman  -  the  boy 
next  door.  Satan  is  the  boy  next  door  -  and 
the  boy  next  door  has  made  art  out  of 
indecent  exposure.  He  lets  it  bleed  and  the 
slow  songs  crawl  out  almost  meastiwally-  He 
beats  it  off  swd  we  all  pound  nsii  him.  Bad. 
Bad. 


The  only  satisfaction  that’s  left  in  the  old 
culture  is  watching  it  writhe  and  collapse, 
watching  Jagger  impersonate  its  writhing  and 
collapse,  hearing  Jagger ’s  moan  which  is  a 
death  moan  and  not  the  moan  of  orgasm. 
The  old  culture  wasn't  just  a  sneeze.  It's 
been  around  for  a  long  long  time,  it’s  a 
grand  old  lady,  it's  a  dirty  old  man.  And 
today  it’s  Mick  Jagger,  Madison  Square 
Garden,  tripping  out  three  stories  above  the 
tubes  of  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Moaning. 
And  bad. 

The  performance  is  pure  ritual.  Jagger 
bounces  around;  he’s  effeminate.  He's  like  a 
peacock,  flinging  and  flapping  his  red-scarf. 
The  rhythms  are  hard,  the  music  is  tough 
and  violent,  but  Jagger  comes  on  soft  and 
curvey.  He  projects  the  complete  inversion 
of  the  Beatles’  All-Amerikan  Bungalow  Bill. 
He’s  everyone’s  pervert,  the  King  and  the 
Queen. 

And  "Satisfaction'does  it  all.  Everyone 
surges  forward,  everyone  leans  toward  the 
one  figure  illuminated  in  the  darkness.  The 
words  say  one  thing,  but  the  message  is  out 
of  control,  " Satisfaction "  feels  good 
because  it  says  how  really  bad  things  are. 
There's  no  satisfaction  in  school,  in  bed,  in 
the  Army,  on  the  job,  in  the  movies.  And 
the  wild  response  of  the  crowd  is  the  thing 
that  proves  that's  true.  The  whole  audience 
is  moving  heavy  cause  the  song  is  something 
they  can  feel.  Total  revulsion  at  the  death 
sterility  of  bourgeois  life  and  the  demand 
for  some  way  out. 

The  lights  go  on.  Everyone  is  up  out  of 
his  seat,  hands  clapping;  people  are  dancing. 
Everything  is  ready  to  bust  loose.  And  then 
comes  the  Stones’  last  song.  It’s  always  " 
Street  Fighting  Man"  -  in  San  Diego,  in 
Denver,  in  Chicago,  in  New  York.  In 
Chicago  Mick  introduced  "Street  Fighting 
Man"  with  the  words.  “  This  is  for  aU  of 


you  and  what  you  did  to  your  city. "  In  New 
York,  a  huge  Amerikan  flag  hangs  over  the 
audience.  And  then  there’s  that  line,  he 
sings  it  more  than  once,  "The  time  is  ripe 
for  violent  revolution. "  So  our  fists  fly  and 
Mick  grins  at  the  salute.  And  Mick  snarls 
something  bad. 

It’s  a  turn-on  badness.  Don’t  matter  how 
nice  we  were  at  Woodstock  or  Washington. 
Everyone  of  us  knows  somewhere  inside 
that  the  time  will  come  when  well  have  to 
be  very  bad  indeed.  Eldridge  Cleaver:  "Huey 
Newton  is  the  baddest  motherfucker  ever  to 
step  inside  the  pages  of  history. "  White 
history  is  just  a  few  years  behind.  Our 
badness  is  coming.  People  gotta  have 
satisfaction.  People  don’t  wait  too  long. 
People  pick  up  guns.  People  smash  states. 
People  make  the  Revolution. 

But  that's  not  what  happened  at  the  end 
of  the  concert.  In  fact,  the  way  Jagger  put 
things  together,  it  wouldn't  even  have  fit 
very  well.  They  finished  their  street-fighting 
song  and  left  the  stage.  People  shouted  for 
more;  but  the  Stones  were  gone  for  good. 
Everyone  went  home  missing  what  might 
have  been  an  appropriate  ending.  Mick 
Jagger's  last  song  could  have  been  "Come 
together  right  now  over  me.  "s.  He’d  drawn 
the  sexual  energies  of  a  coliseum  full  of  peo¬ 
ple  onto  his  parcel  of  flesh  -  and  the 
crowd,  both  male  and  female  -  seemed  a  lot 
more  ready  to  come  all  over  Mick  Jagger 
than  find  their  way  to  the  discipline, 
modesty  and  restraint  needed  to  make  a  real 
live  Revolution.  A  decadent  air  hung  over 
the  Garden. 

And  our  current  level  of'  struggle  - 
clapping  hands,  cutting  up,  busting  loose, 
fucking,  Mowing  weed  and  breaking 
windows  -  is  a  far  cry  from  seizing  state 
power  The  Vietnam  war  drags  on.  We  aren’t 
half  as  miserable  as  most  of  the  world.  And 


a  lot  of  the  Revolution  so  far  is  just  a  hip 
ego-trip.  What  do  groupies,  pimps,  PR  men 
and  ticket-takers  have  to  do  with  the 
Revolution?  Micky  Jagger  is  still  our  wet 
dream,  our  illusion  of  release,  a  half-assed 
male-chauvinist  prick,  not  a  stone 
communist  revolutionary. 


But  this  audience,  and  audiences  like  it  all 
over  the  country  have  struck  terror  into  the 
heart  of  Amerika’s  parents.  The  music  critic 
of  the  New  York  Times  is  terrified.  He  sees 
Mick  Jagger  as  the  Hitler  of  the  1960’s,  the 
audience  as  tomorrow’s  storm-troops.  To 
him  the  emotions  of  Rock  are  the  stuff  of 
fascism.  It’s  like  a  rally  in  Nuremberg. 
Jagger  raises  his  fist  and  thousands  of  kids 
raise  their  fists.  A  lot  of  V-signs  at  first,  but 
the  fist  spreads  around. 

And  the  Times  Man,  besides  feeling  left 
out,  also  feels  that  Jagger  incites  kids  to 
violence.  He  sees  a  Dr.  Jekyll  and  a  Mr. 

Hyde  in  Amerikan  youth.  On  peace 
marches,  he  overhears  talk  of  love,  pacifism 
and  non-violence,  but  at  Stones’  concerts 
it’s  all  fighting,  revolution  and  blood. 
Beware  the  youth  of  Amerika.he  warns,  and 
turns  to  put  on  his  reviewer’s  copy  of  the 
new  album  by  that  nice  California  group. 

The  Jefferson  Airplane.  What  does  he  get: 

We  are  outlaws  in  the  eyes  of  A  merika 
In  order  to  survive,  we  steal,  cheat,  lie,  forge, 
fuck,  hide  and  deal 

We  are  obscene,  lawless,  hideous,  dangerous,  dirty 
violet  and  young 

And  they  sing  it  so  sweetly.  The  runes  Man 
doesn’t  like  it  at  all.  It  isn’t  the  Revolution 
but  it’s  dose  enough  to  scare  ’em. 
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The  Investigation 

is  Our  Triad 


about  three-quarters  of  the  way  through  the 
production,  for  I’m  sure  Glade  realized  the 
inadequacy  of  his  carnival  charades  in  the 
face  of  the  increasingly  horrifying 
proceedings  taking  place.  Still  much  of  the 
%  production  was  satisfying  as  it  alternated 
from  sequences  of  painful  poignance  and 
these  carnival  turns. 


by  Ron  Jarvis 

Roger  Glade's  Autry  House  production  of 
Peter  Weiss’  The  Investigation  is  now  over. 
One  of  the  unfortunate  aspects  of  theater  is 
that  it  is  a  thing  of  the  moment.  It  is  not 
preserved  in  any  form  of  permanency, 
however  temporary,  like  films  or  books.  If 
you  did  not  sec  the  production,  you  have 
lost  out.  But  the  very  transient  quality  of 
theater  gives  it.  perhaps  by  compensation,  a 
very  strong  sense  of  immediacy.  That 
quality  is  almost  always  present,  even  in 
very  poor  productions. 

In  good  productions  it  makes  for  a 
stronger  sense  of  communion  than  films  or 
books  are  able  to  acheive.  though  the 
distance  of  the  image  or  the  written  word 
make  a  more  believeable  “ reality  ”  possible, 
that  sense  of  immediacy  and  communion  is 
never  as  strong.  Each  art  form  has  its  own 
advantages  and  disadvantages,  its  appeals 
and  defects.  Of  course,  through  mixed  - 
media  the  advantages  of  each  form  can  be 
used  to  enhance  a  production  and  give  it  the 
quality  of  a  total  experience. 

Another  quality  of  theater-a  definite 
advantage,  I  think-  is  its  insistence  that 
what  you  are  watching  or  experiencing  is 
artificial,  a  contrivance.  Films  in  a  darkened 
theater  can  to  a  greater  extent  transmit  you 
into  other  “ realities ”.  You  never  actually 
leave  yourself,  but  the  illusion  or  image  is 
always  more  “real”  to  you  than  the 
theater’s  illusion.  Certainly,  all  art  is 
contrivance  or  illusion,  i.e.,  manufactured 
reality.  It  is  merely  the  force  of  the  illusion 
I’m  speaking  of. 

The  Peter  Weiss  documentary -play  is, 
alongwith  many  other  things,  an 
investigation  into  these  two  properties  of 
theater:  the  immediacy  and  the  contrivance. 
The  Investigation  is  an  edited  and  selected 
condensation  of  the  Auschwitz  trial,  held  in 
a  German  court  in  1964-65.  Every  word 
that  makes  up  the  dialogue  is  real:  it  was 
spoken  by  the  accused,  the  witnesses,  the 
defense,  the  prosecution  and  the  reporters. 

But  Weiss  instructs  whoever  might 
produce  the  play  that:  .  .  no  attempt 

should  be  made  to  reconstruct  the 
courtroom  before  which  the  proceedings  of 
the  camp  trial  look  place.  Any  such 
reconstructiodj&ould.  ..  be  as  impossible  as 
trying  to  present  the  camp  itself  on  stage.  ” 

The  whole  play  uses  as  its  format  the 
Brechtian  alienation  effect  -  a  device  to 
keep  the  audience  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
it  is  a  theatrical  performance  they  are 
witnessing.  Because  Weiss’  aim  is  far  more 
important  than  once  again  accusing  those 
who  took  part  in  the  extermination  of  six 
million  Jews. 

The  accused,  Weiss  says,  .  exist  as 
symbols  of  a  system  that  implicated  in  its 


guilt  many  others  who  never  appeared  in 
court. "  Yet  it  is  not  even  all  of  Germany 
Weiss  is  accusing.  Weiss  said  in  the  New 
York  Times,  “It  is  capitalism,  indeed  the 
whole  Western  wav  of  life,  that  is  on  trial. " 
Yet  it  was  Weiss’  socialist  views,  views  which 
I  share,  that  made  him  say  that-for  the 
accusation  is  hurled  out  to  all  people, 
without  regard  to  the  political  systems  they 
live  under. 

Weiss  stated  in  an  interview  with  Walter 
Wager:  “The  main  point  in  the  play  is 
actually  to  show  this  hie  machinery,  how  it 
worked,  and  to  show  the  possibilities  of 
human  beings,  either  to  let  themselves  be 
suppressed  and  exterminated,  and  on  the 
other  side,  the  possibility  of  the  accused 
now  slowly  to  develop  this  mentality  of 
mass  murderers  which  they  weren’t  born  to 
be.  but  they  develop  possibilities  which 
nobody  could  think  o  f  in  a  normal  society.  ” 
(The  interview  gives  what  must  be  an 
approximation  of  Weiss’  somewhat  broken 
English.) 

This  big  machinery  and  its  workings 
could  easily  be  the  United  States’ 
extermination  (largely  psychological  instead 
of  physical)  of  its  own  people,  black  and 
white;  the  United  States’  actual 
extermination  of  the  Vietnamese; 
extermination  of  Ukrainians,  Georgians 
and  others  under  Stalin’s  regime;  the 
extermination  of  blacks  in  South  Africa;  the 
French  extermination  of  the  Algerians;  and 
the  Franco  regime’s  extermination  (now 
largely  psychological)  of  the  Spanish 
people  ,  indeed  hideously  endless  parallels. 
The  play,  then,  instead  of  being  about 
Auschwitz  trials  from  which  it  is  derived  is 
about  all  of  us  in  the  world. 

The  play’s  use  of  contrivance  and 
immediacy  is,  therefore,  beyond  any  petty 
vanities  and  conceits  of  theatricality.  It 
achieves  such  a  broad  scope  as  to  make 
many  contemporary  plays  appear  absurdly 
inadequate,  concerned  as  they  are  with 
trifling  vignettes. 

One  more  consideration  of  the  qualities 
of  immediacy  and  contrivance  before  I  go 
on  to  a  brief  discussion  of  Glade’s 
production.  When  you  view  a  production 
that  is  directly  before  you,  and  you  are  at 
the  same  time  conscious  of  its  theatricality, 
a  very  strange  dual  reaction  grips  you:  you 
are  concerned  with  the  emotions  and 
physicality  on  display,  but  you  are  also 
aware  of  the  truths  of  the  play  as  they 
pertain  to  your  life. 

The  artificiality  of  the  production  leaves 
you  unsatisfied,  and  the  personal  truths 
which  parallel  these  contrivances  make  you 
aware  of  the  artificiality  of  your  life  and  the 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  your  life  too.  If 
something  is  contrived,  it  may  be  contrived 


in  other  ways.  The  possibility  of  change  is 
considered.  You  might  change  your  life  as 
the  playwright  and  his  players  can  change 
their  work. 

This  conccpt-indeed,  it  is  an  intellectual 
and  emotional  reaction-is  the  very  essence 
of  Brecht's  politically  revolutionary  theater. 
And  Weiss  has  noted  the  great  effect  Brecht 
has  had  on  his  work. 

Though  Roger  Glade’s  Investigation  did 
not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  play,  it 
was.  in  its  way.  a  very  gripping  production. 
The  major  alienation  device  which  Glade 
used  was  a  carnival  in  which  the  actors,  each 
in  black  and  white  make-up  and  costumes- 
anothcr  alienation  effect-danced  charades 
under  brightly  colored  lights  before  each  of 
the  1 1  songs  into  which  the  play  is  broken 
up.  The  carnival  device  was  abandoned 


But  a  finality  was  given  to  the  play;  it 
ended  as  no  true  Brechtian  play  does.  Weiss’ 
play  is  open-ended,  leading  the  audience 
into  hideous  identifications  with  the 
■victims  and  the  accused,  and  slapping  the 
audience  in  the  face,  making  us  realize  who 
we  are  and  what  we  are  doing  with  our  lives. 
The  last  lines  scream  with  irony : 

we  ought  to  concern  ourselves 
with  other  things 
than  blame  and  reproaches 
that  should  be  thought  of 
as  long  since  atoned  for 

These  words  are  spoken  by  one  of  the 
accused.  Yet,  in  another  sense,  it  is  true  that 
we  ought  to  be  concerned  with  other  things 
than  blame,  for  all  of  us  are  guilty,  each  of 

us  for  our  own  crimes,  whether  they  be 
silence,  apathy,  submission  or  murder  and 
oppression. 


The  Black  Ensemble 

The  Black  Ensemble  will  present  LeRoi  Jones’  Dutchman  and  Douglas  Turner  Ward’s  Day 
of  Absence  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  Dec.  19  and  20,  at  8:30  pm,  in  the  Attic  Theater  at  the 
University  of  Houston.  Admission  is  $1.50  for  non-students  and  $1.00  for  students. 

The  theater  group  is  headed  by  Willie  Calhoun  and  is  sponsored  by  Dr.  Haynes  of  the 
Afro-Studies  Program  at  U  of  H.  The  group  is  not,  however,  limited  to  students  or  blacks, 
though  many  of  the  members  are  black  students  at  U  of  H  and  TSU. 

I  saw  a  rehersal  of  For  My  People,  which  is  a  reading  of  poems  by  hlack  authors;  the 
show  was  very  good,  so  much  more  vital  than  most  theater  offerings  around  town.  For  My 
People  was  performed  at  the  Alleyway  Book  Shoppe  as  part  of  Grokkings  a  couple  of  weeks 
ago. 

Willie  Calhoun  who  is  directing  the  Jones  and  Ward  plays  says  he  plans  to  do  them  in  an 
abstract  manner  rather  than  a  realistic  one,  using  the  cast  of  Day  of  Absence  as  the  people 
on  the  subway  in  Dutchman. 

The  cast  includes  Sherman  Smith,  Spencer  Harris,  Don  Johnson,  Debra  Barrett,  Renita 
Piper,  Candace  Ray,  Loretta  Devine,  Carolyn  Williams,  Ronald  Torain,  Roosevelt  Elo,  Jr., 
Joan  Watson,  Charlie  Williams,  in  Day  of  Absence;  and  Willie  Calhoun  and  Jan  Gore  in 
Dutchman. 

_ _ _ 


Notes  on  the  Alley 

The  Dance 
Of  Death 


by  Ron  Jarvis 

The  last  time  I  wrote  about  the  Alley 
Theatre  in  Space  City  News  (SCN  #10),  I 
complained  about  the  meritricious  plays 
being  foisted  off  as  the  Bright  Season  —  I 
hope  they  regret  that  unfortuante 
appellation  —  and  said  that  the  current 
season  is  one  of  the  worst  a  repertory  group 
could  offer.  The  two  recent  productions  of 
Everything  in  the  Garden  and  Tartuffe 
confirmed  my  judgment.  Both  productions 
are  very  bad,  each  in  its  own  way. 

On  the  Arena  Stage  (the  Alley  has  two 
stages)  was  Edward  Albee’s  Everything  in 
the  Garden.  The  play  itself  is  stupidly 
boring  and  petty,  endlessly  talking  about 
money  and  middle-class  vices,  ever  so 
gently  criticising  these  preoccupations,  so 
gently,  in  fact,  that  there  is  hardly  any 
criticism  at  all.  The  end  result  is  a 
self-congratulatory,  warm,  and  runny  feeling 
generated  in  the  audience.  Ain’t  nothin’ 
wrong  with  us,  is  there,  Dick? 

The  play  concerns  a  young 
upper-middle-class  couple,  Jenny  and 
Richard,  new  to  the  suburbs  but  anxious  to 
cash  in  on  aU  the  materialistic  advantages 
this  great  land  of  ours  has  to  offer 
Unfortunately,  Richard  just  doesn’t  make 
enough  money  to  buy  those  necessary 
luxuries  like  boarding-school  and  summer 
camp  for  their  teen-age  son,  a  green  house 
for  fresh  flowers,  and  a  power-mower  for 
their  luscious  lawn  —  even  though  they’ve 
got  an  ostentatiously  luxurious  house  with 
furniture  to  match. 

Jenny  decides  to  take  a  part-time  job,  and 
Mrs.  Toothe,  a  kind  of  Betty  Davis-type 
Mephistopheles,  comes  on  to  offer  Jenny  a 
part-time  position  as  an  afternoon  whore  for 
businessmen  in  the  city.  Mrs.  Toothe  detects 
the  weakness  behind  Jenny’s  protestations 
and  leave?,  an  advance  of  a  thousand  dollars 
as  an  inducement.  Immediately  Jenny  finds 
that  Richard  likes  the  extra  money  which 
she  claims  she  saved  out  of  the  household 
money.  So  Jenny’s  on  her  way. 

Soon  (the  next  act)  she’s  turned  at  least  a 
hundred  tricks,  and  she  sends  the  money  to 
her  husband  via  an  unsigned,  special  delivery 
package.  Where  could  it  have  come  from? 
Jenny  says  she  doesn’t  know,  but  it  sure, 
could  help  out  with  all  those  extra  things 
they  “need”  Jack,  a  wealthy  friend  of 
theirs  (he  also  acts  as  a  gratuitous  narrator), 
comes  in,  sees  the  money,  and  suggests  a 
little  party  for  their  suburban  friends  as  a 


celebration.  But  the  excitement  is  spoiled 
when  Richard  (Jack  has  left)  discovers  piles 
of  money  hidden  away.  He  confronts-his 
wife,  and  the  truth  outs.  The  party  spirit 
has  sunk.  Richard  is  shocked  and  outraged. 

Next  act,  the  party  is  about  to  begin. 
Soon  the  guests  arrive  flouting  their  money, 
attitudes,  and  clothes,  sometimes  these  little 
conceits  are  flattened  by  Roger,  the  son, 
home  on  vacation  —  he  is  soon  sent  away. 
Mrs.  Toothe  arrives.  It  seems  she’s  been 
evicted  from  the  city  due  to  some 
indiscretions,  and  it  also  seems  that  all  the 
other  guest-wives  are  part-time  whores,  too. 

Jack  comes  in  after  a  deal  has  been 
settled  to  move  Mrs.  Tooth’s  establishment 
to  the  suburbs.  In  Jack’s  drunken  state,  he 
recognizes  Mrs.  Toothe,  intuits  her 
relationship  with  the  wives,  and  start  to 
exit,  laughing.  He’s  stopped  by  the  husbands 
and  is  accidentally  smothered  to  death  while 
they  are  trying  to  quiet  him.  After  a  little 
soul-searching  by  the  couples.  Jack  is  buried 
in  the  garden.  Life  goes  on  as  it  always  does 
in  the  suburbs,  and  Jack  returns  (a  ghost)  to 
offer  some  more  gratuitous  remarks. 

At  that  point  I  realized  why  Jack  is 
inserted  as  narrator.  Albee  must  fancy 
himself  in  this  role  and  fantasizes  that  the 
suburbanite  audience  of  his  plays  would  like 
to  shut  him  up.  But  why?  Albee’s  ability  to 
grapple  with  real  problems,  his  knack  of 
exposing  the  true  maliciousness  of  his 
characters  seems  to  have  been  lost 
somewhere  after  Who’s  Afraid  of  Virginia 
Woolf?  His  voice  is  ineffectual  and 
impotent,  at  least  as  evidenced  in  this 
Garden  play. 

The  Alley’s  production  served  Albee  well. 
Everything  was  so  nice  and  inoffensive.  The 
production  might  have  helped  the  play, 
though  admittedly  not  much  could  be  done. 
But  the  Alley  knows  its  audience,  and  it 
serves  them  (the  majority,  anyway)  well, 
too.  However,  the  Alley’s  recent 
productions  might  send  someone  truly 
interested  in  theater,  concerned  about  what 
theater  should  be  doing,  out  into  the  streets. 

But  that  was  where  theater  started 
anyway,  in  the  streets,  in  an  empty  space, 
because  theater  was  to  begin  with  a  holy 
effort  (holy  in  a  sense  beyond  any  single 
religious  bclieD  to  transcend  the  banal,  to 
try  to  reach  the  mysterious.  It  was 
something  vital:,  people  needed  theater. 
Who  needs  Everything  in  the  Garden  or  the 


A  Bey?  Their  charades  are  decadent,  last-leg 
efforts  of  a  debased  art  that  is  dying  before 
our  eyes. 

Can  theater  be  saved?  revitalized? 
Not  by  Albee.  But  what  about 
Moliere?  He  was  still  concerned  with  the 
real  function  of  theater;  that  is,  a  criticism 
of  the  way  men  live  and  a  glimpse  at  the 
possibility  of  sanity  and  reasonableness. 
Tartuffe  is  one  of  his  masterpieces.  It 
exposes  fraud,  hypocrisy  and  vice. 

I  held  out  great  hopes  for  Tartuffe’s 
production.  I  read  that  Michael  O’Sullivan 
gave  an  excellent  performance  in  the  title 
role  when  the  play  was  produced  in  New 
York  a  couple  of  years  ago.  (If  a  repertory 
theater  is  going  to  import  actors  —  which 
really  defeats  the  purpose  of  a  repertory 
company  -  -  at  least  bring  in  the  best.) 

Richard  Wilbur’s  rhymed  couplet 
translation  is  certainly  the  most  accessible 
to  a  modem  audience;  I' know  little  about 
the  translation’s  fidelity  to  Moliere  since  I 
don’t  read  French.  But  a  translation  should 
have  guts  and  that  Wilbur’s  does.  It  is 
definitely  better  than  the  mish-mash 
conglomerate  adaptations  the  Alley  usually 
comes  up  with  when  they  do  classical  plays. 

Tartuffe,  unfortunately,  was  the  worst  of 
the  Alley’s  recent  atrocities  —  I  felt  so, 
perhaps,  because  of  the  expectations  I  had 
for  it.  Nina  Vance,  producer-director  of  the 
Alley,  wrote  in  The  Houston  Post  last  year 
that  their  theater  was  its  own  worst  critic. 
Well,  either  they  don’t  profit  by  their 
self-criticism  or  their  criticism  is  too 
soft-headed;  either  way  they  continue  to 
duplicate  tnplr  errors,  and  in  many  ways 
they  digress,  because  experience  does  teach 
something,  doesn’t  it? 

Director  Kirk  Denmark’s  production  of 
Tartuffe  didn’t  just  take  liberties  with  the 
play,  it  raped,  slaughtered  and 
disemboweled  the  entire  intention.  Why  do 
Moliere  at  all,  if  you're  not  going  to  do 
Moliere?  Tartuffe,  like  many  of  Moliere’s 
[days,  espouses  moderation  and  reason,  but 
nearly  everything  about  the  Alley’s 
production  was  done  with  immoderate 
excess.  The  director’s  conception  was  just 
this  side  of  a  Jerry  Lewis  movie:  mindless, 
banal  and  frantic.  The  set  was  within  the 
limits,  just  a  little  too  eye-catching  though. 
The  costumes  were  absurd  -  -  brash,  gawdy 
colors,  iridescent  fabrics  —  excessively 
demanding  attention  so  that  what  the  play 
was  doing  was  subverted. 

And  then  there  was  the  acting.  Michael 
O’SuUivan  set  the  pace,  executing  leaps, 
spins  and  flounces,  yapping,  snarling, 
simpering,  prissing,  growling,  braiding  his 
legs,  skulking,  screaming  —  like  a  fireworks 
display  gone  outrageously  mad  .  Now,  I 
admire  an  actor  who  has  the  technical 
ability  to  do  all  this  and  I  tire  of  plodding 
method  naturalism  which  is  the  current 
phoniness  practiced  by  far  too  many  actors, 
but  for  God’s  sake  Tartuffe  is  a  play  about 
temperance,  even  if  the  charades  and 
postures  of  hypocrites  —  "mon  iccteur. 
mon  scmhlahle.  moil  frere"  —  arc  put  up 
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for  mockery.  It  is  hypocrites  who  are  being 
mocked,  no  madmen,  no  matter  how  crazy 
the  hypocrites  seem. 

Until  O'Sullivan  came  on  stage  (Moliere’s 
third  act)  the  others,  except  for  I.  M. 
Hobson,  were  giving  those  nice 
"competent"  performances  that  the  Alky 
usually  gets  from  its  actors,  almost  boring 
but  not  quite.  Liflian  Evans  was  a  little 
excessive  but  seemed  to  be  within  the 
character  framework,  even  if  she  did  look 
silly  in  that  fuchsia  garb.  But  as  soon  as 
O’Sullivan  minced  on,  the  production  as  a 
whole  veered  steadily  into  outrageousness. 
Every  cheap,  laugh-getting  device  was 
deployed.  Actors  seemed  to  be  trying  to 
out-do  each  other  by  any  means  possibk, 
and  some  of  them  didn’t  quite  seem 
possible,  but  there  they  were  right  before 
your  eyes  and  ears. 

The  preview  night  audience  (the  night  I 
was  there)  lapped  it  up.  After  all,  wasn’t  this 
what  television’s  Beverly  Hillbillies  and  the 
like  had  taught  them?  it’s  a  comedy,  isn’t 
it?  The  Bright  Season?  —  ha!  ha!  ha! 
applause.  The  Alley  is  a  shoddy  excuse  for  a 
theater,  but  they  know  their  business.  They 
knew  what  the  hucksters  wanted,  and  no 
sense  of  taste,  intelligence  or  humanity  was 
going  to  interfere  with  their  entertaining 
this  group.  Nothing  was  too  demeaning  or 
debasing. 

One  of  the  curious  things  (to  me)  is  the 
audience's  acceptance  of  the  flagrant 
effeminacy  of  many  of  the  Alley’s  male 
actors.  The  attitude.  I  suppose,  is  a  kind  of 
tolerance  —  the  kind  of  tolerance  you 
might  give  (in  their  way  of  thinking)  to 
deformity,  dancing  bears  and  other  assorted 
freaky  things.  They  are  funny  to  laugh  AT. 

O’Sullivan  perpetrated  more  of  this  camp 
style  than  any  of  the  others,  and  I  have 
nothing  against  the  style  per  se.  It  can  be  an 
hilarious  travesty  of  straights,  a 
self-mockery  as  well  as  a  mockery  of  any 
posturing,  even  when  this  posturing  seems 
perfectly  "natural.  ”  (It  is  also  obvious  from 
current  theater  trends  that  homosexuals 
along  with  blacks  are  revitalizing  modem 
theater,  as  many  critics  and  others  long  ago 
predicted  might  happen.)  O’Sullivans's 
outrageous  camp  might  not  be  out  of  place 
in  a  theater  offering  of  Gorilla  Queen 
(which  is  rather  what  he  resembled),  but 
when  the  character  is  supposed  to  be 
seducing  Orgon’s  wife,  not  Orgon.  mind 
you,  all  credibility  is  lost. 

I.  M.  Hobson  as  Orgon  was  the  one  actor 
of  those  who  had  the  ability  to  employ 
actor's  tricks  who  did  not  stoop  to  them.  If 
an  actor  can  keep  his  head  when  all  about 
him  are  losing  theirs,  he's  a  real  actor. 

The  production,  as  1  said,  did  not 
overlook  many  possible  degradations;  it  was 
as  obscene  a  display  of  "theatricality"  as 
I’ve  ever  seen  a  so-called  serious  theater 
perform.  In  fact,  the  Alley’s  tartuffe  would 
easily  qualify  as  obscenity  —  under  the 
Supreme  Court’s  definition,  anyway:  utterly 
without  socially  redeeming  qualities. 
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Butch  Cassidy  All  Style 


by  Tom  Scoggins 

Twentieth  Century  Fox,  the  company 
that  gave  you  “Che!,**  “Doctor  DolitUc.*' 
and  everyone's  all  time  favorite  (especially 
Darryl  Zanuck's)  “The  Longest  Day**  now 
gives  you  -  are  you  ready  -  “Butch  Cassidy 
and  the  Sundance  Kind.**  Well  now,  that  is 
one  hell  of  a  title.  Just  say  it  out  loud  a 
couple  of  times.  Get  your  teeth  into  it. 

Unfortunately,  that's  about  all  the  film 
(now  playing  at  the  Metropolitan)  has  to 
offer  —  a  great  title.  There  are  two  basic 
weaknesses  with  the  film:  the  screenplay 
and  the  direction. 

First,  the  screenplay.  It’s  an  original  by 
William  Goldman,  the  novelist  responsible 
for  The  Temple  of  Gold,  Boys  and  Girls 
Together  and  other  pseudo  epics.  He  is  also 
the  brother  of  playwright  James  Goldman, 
and  from  the  evidence  of  his  “Cassidy  . .  .*’ 
screenplay,  it  appears  that  he  has  learned 
the  formula  of  his  brother’s  big  Broadway 
show.  The  Lion  in  Winter:  keep  ‘em 
laughing  but  don’t  forget  that,  really  folks, 
it’s  actually  a  pretty  serious  story 

The  film  details  that  last  days  of  Cassidy’s 
infamous  “Hole  in  the  Wall’’  gang.  Butch 
and  the  Sundance  Kid  are  bank  and  train 
robbers  on  the  skids,  barely  making  a  living 
off  of  their  spoils. 

Pursued  by  a  railroad  posse  they  can’t 
evade  (the  posse  is  never  shown  close-up, 
only  in  the  distance  accompanied  by  the 
exaggerated  sound  of  pounding  horse  hoofs 
—  how’s  that  for  symbolism?),  the  boys 
head  south  to  Bolivia  for  a  new  start.  But 
it’s  the  same  story  down  there,  and 
eventually  they  are  trapped.  Absurdly 
outnumbered.  Butch  and  the  Kid  make  their 
final  bloody  charge. 

The  dialogue  plays  mainly  for  easy 
laughs,  but  Goldman’s  theme  is  that  old  sad 
one  about  “men  who  have  outlived  their 
times.”  These  funny  guys  are  really  very 
tragic,  see?  “I  got  vision,”  say’s  Butch,  “and 
the  rest  of  the  world  wears  bifocals.”  That’s 
a  typical  line,  1  swear. 

To  even  begin  getting  interested  in 
Goldman’s  corny  old  theme  requires  his 
establishing  a  human  relationship  between 
Butch  and  Sundance.  But  there  is  no 
relationship.  They  never  converse  with  one 
another,  they  trade  punch  lines. 


George  Roy  Hill  (whose  last  masterpiece 
was  “ Thoroughly  Modem  Millie, "  starring 
Julie  Andrews)  is  credited  as  the  director, 
but  he’s  not  really  a  director  at  all.  He’s  an 
imitator.  I  don’t  think  I  have  ever  seen  so 
singularly  unoriginal  a  film  as  this.  If  Hill 
has  any  technique  at  all,  it  is  stealing  from 
the  styles  of  other  films: 

The  slow  motion  death  sequence  is 
straight  out  of  " Bonnie  and  Clyde”  and 
" The  Wild  Bunch ”  (and  those  two  films, 
incidentally,  were  heavily  influenced  by 
Akira  Kurosawa’s  “ Seven  Samurai.  ”  which 
used  slow  motion  better  than  any  of  the 
others).  Butch’s  and  Etta’s  lyric  bicycle  ride 
(accompanied  here  by  B.  J.  Thomas  singing 
“Raindrops  Keep  Failin'  on  My  Head " — 
go  ahead  and  groan)  is  the  same  lyric  bicycle 
ride  that  was  in  “Jules  and  Jim”  and  “If...  " 
(only  in  “If... "  it  was  a  motorcycle).  The 
washed  out  color  that  begins  and  ends  the 
film  is  from  “Reflections  in  a  Golden  Eye.  ” 
The  composition  of  individual  scenes 
suggests  Antonioni,  Fellini  and  assorted 
Japanese  directors. 

Certainly,  a  film  doesn’t  have  to  be  an 
eye  opening  original  to  be  good.  Some  of 
the  best  films  I’ve  seen  have  derived  from 
the  styles  of  other  films.  But  those  films 
(like  “Bonnie  and  Clyde ”  and  “Jules  and 
Jim")  had  a  reason  for  their  particular 
styles:  style  was  used  as  a  comment  upon 
the  action.  Hill’s  style,  relating  in  no  way  to 
Goldman’s  story,  exists  because  he  has 
apparently  seen  a  lot  of  movies. 

The  performances  are  beyond  disbelief.  I 
don’t  think  Paul  Newman  can  act  any  more. 
He  hasn’t  attempted  a  genuine 
characterization  since  “The  Outrage,  ”  which 
he  was  still  awful  in,  but  at  least  he 
appeared  to  be  trying.  As  Butch  he  seems 
content  to  slouch  through  his  role  of  being 
likeable  Paul  Newman.  Robert  Redford’s 
acting  ability  remains  a  curious  mystery 
because  he  has  never  had  a  decent  film  role. 
Here,  however,  he  just  grunts  and  tries  to 
look  tough.  Katherine  Ross  (Etta)  cannot 
act  either;  like  the  men,  she  rides  on  her 
good  looks. 

Conrad  Hall’s  color  photography  is  good, 
but  that’s  not  saying  much.  So  is  the 
photography  in  most  other  films  today. 

The  music  score  provided  by  Burt 
Bacharach  (composer  of  What’s  Hew 


Pussycat?"  “Promises  Promise i”  and  other 
songs  that  people  like  Tom  Jones  and 
Dionne  Warwick  record)  is  beneath 
contempt.  At  one  point  what  sounds  like 
the  Swingle  Singers  provides  the  musical 
accompaniment  for  a  horse  chase.  That’s  the 
kind  of  film  this  is. 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago  in  The  Houston 
Chronicle,  film  critic  Jeff  Millar  quoted 
from  this  review  (without  my  permission. 


by  the  way)  several  of  my  remarks  about 
'Butch  Cassidy  and  the  Sundance  Kid. 
and  said  that  ha  mostly  agreed  with  me.  He 
took  tame,  however,  because  be  thought  the 

film,  despite  Hs  flaws,  was  "entertaining." 
Well,  if  Millar’s  idea  of  entertainment  is 
imitation-hip  direction  and  a  phony 
’’sophisticated*'  non-story,  maybe  he’s  got  a 
point  (to  give  you  another  of  Millar’s  ideas 
on  “entertaining”  films:  he  thought 
“Goodbye  Columbus”  was  “marvelous”). 

If  all  you’re  looking  for  in  a  film  is  a  good 
way  to  kill  two  hours,  go  see  “Butch 
Cassidy  and  the  Sundance  Kid. "  You  will 
definitely  be  killing  time.  Personally,  I  can 
think  of  better  ways  to  spend  two  hours. 


There's  a  world  of  difference  between 
Air  East  Airlines  and  others.  We've 
scheduled  our  flights  to  key  cities  in 
the  Gulf  Coast  to  accommodate  our 
customers.  We  consider  the  important 
fact  that  they  fly  to  save  time,  and  the 
best  way  we  know  of  meeting  that  re¬ 
quirement  is  to  make  our  schedule  fit 
their  convenience.  We  feel  that’s  a 
good  way  to  do  business.  Please  ac¬ 
cept  our  invitation  to  fly  Air  East. 
There’s  a  world  of  difference  between 
Air  East  Airlines  and  others. 
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There  are  certain  trios  so  spectacular  that  to  add  to 
them  would  be  tinkering  with  fate.  For  example:  Arm¬ 
strong,  Collins,  and  Aldrin,  who  didn’t  need  Young. 
For  you  oldies,  there  were  Patty,  Maxene  and  La- 
verne,  who  needed  no  Young.  Orthought  they  didn’t. 
But  our  friends  Crosby,  Stills,  and  Nash  were  wise. 
They  added  the  young  man  of  whom  Cash  Box  said, 
“It  is  rather  an  underestimation  to  simply  call  Neil 
a  songwriter.  More  accurately,  he  is  a  composer 


and  a  lyricist,  and  both  his  words  and  music  are 
poetry.  This,  too,  is  something  of  an  underesti¬ 
mation,  for  Neil  is  also  a  brilliant  guitarist,  an  im- 
maginative  arranger,  and  (no  matter  what  he  tells 
you)  a  superlative  singer.” 

As  you  can  see  from  the  two  albums  pictured 
above,  we  know  why. 

NEIL  YOUNG  RECORDS  FOR  [V?j  WHERE  HE  BELONGS. 
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Rabbit”  In  that  same  vein  of 
Spanish-influenced,  Bolero-type  budding  up 
of  rhythmic  intensity,  “ Frederick ”  matches 
one  of  Grace’s  freakiest  lyrics  (Is  this  maybe 
an  anti-speed  song?  —  How  many  machine 
men  will  you  see  before  you/  Stop  believing 
that  speed /  Will  slide  down  on  you /  Like 
brakes  in  bad  weather??)  with  one  of  the 
most  perfect  singing  instruments  in  all  of 
rock  music  on  tcp  of  a  solo  by  Jorma  (with 
wah-wah  pedal)  that  must  be  heard,  as  they 
say,  to  be  believed!  Toward  the  end,  the 
tempo  is  halved  and  doubled,  Jorma  s 
shouting,  screaming  guitar  over  bass,  drums 
and  tambourine. 

“ Eskimo  Blue  Day  ”  is  another  one  of 
Grace’s  specialities  —  cold,  savage  lyrics 
sung  with  eerie,  sustained  vocal  lines  and 
tightly  controlled  vibrato.  (Redwoods 
talked  to  me!  Say  it  plainly/  The  human 
name/  Doesn’t  mean  shit  to  a  tree!)  “ A 
Song  for  All  Seasons”  is  the  second  country 
style  song,  and  its  lyrics  fall  into  the 
category  of  Self-Criticism  rock:  after 
castigating  another  rock  group  for  obtaining 
Success  at  the  price  of  internal  stability 
(Well,  the  word,  my  friend,  you  know,  is  on 
the  street/  It’s  on  the  lips  of  everyone  I 
meet/  While  you  're  climbing  up  the  chart/ 
Your  band  just  fell  apart/  I  guess  your  life 
just  ain’t  really  that  complete),  the  singer 
makes  a  fast  exit  from  the  scene  —  Well, 


Volunteers  of  America:  Dig  It! 


by  MiHer  Francis,  Jr. 
The  Great  Speckled  Bird 


Look  what’s  happening  out  in  the  streets 
Got  a  revolution  Got  to  revolution 
Hey,  I’m  dancing  down  the  streets 
Got  a  revolution  Got  to  revolution 
Ain’t  it  amazing  all  the  people  I  meet 
Got  a  revolution  Got  to  revolution 

One  generation  got  old 
One  generation  got  soul 
This  generation  got  no  destination  to  hold 
Pick  up  the  cry! 

Hey  now,  it’s  time  for  you  and  me 
Got  a  revolution  Got  to  revolution 
Come  on  now,  we’re  marching  to  the  sea 
Got  a  revolution  Got  to  revolution 
Who  will  take  it  from  you? 

We  will,  and  who  are  we? 

We  are  Volunteers  of  Amerika 
Volunteers  of  Amerika 
Volunteers  of  Amerika 

(LNS)  -  There  are  times  when  criticism 
passes  beyond  evaluation  and  becomes 
advertising,  the  review  becomes  a  "hype,” 
and  one  statement  a  “plug.”  This  is  one  of 
those  times.  The  Jefferson  Airplane  has 
created  an  album  that  is  so  rich  in 
conception  and  so  perfect  in  its 
implementation  that  little  can  be  said  in  the 
way  of  “critical  analysis,”  only:  Dig  It! 

Very  few  artists  or  groups  perform  on 
such  a  high  level  that  dealing  with  their 
recorded  work  is  more  a  matter  of 
assimilation  of  something  far  beyond  your 
capacities  as  a  listener  (much  less  as  a 
writer):  the  Judge  becomes  the  Judged. 
Beggars'  Banquet  was  such  an  album, 
Dylan’s  stuff,  the  Beatles’  The  Notorious 
Bird  Brothers,  anything  by  the  Band, 
Tommy,  the  Mothers  of  Invention, 
Surrealistic  Pillow  and  now  another  one  by 
the  Jefferson  Airplane  -  Volunteers  of 
Amerika  (Shortened  by  RCA  Victor,  who 
did  a  generally  lousy  job  of  recording  and 
pressing  this  album  to  Volunteers). 

After  an  extremely  uptight  series  of 
hassles  with  RCA,  the  Airplane  managed  to 
come  through  on  top.  They  got  all  the 


“fucks”  and  “shits”  and  “motherfuckers”  in 
intact,  they  got  by  with  all  the  Stars  & 
Stripes  irreverence  on  the  cover  artwork,  the 
militant  songs  are  there  just  as  they  are  sung 
live.  (Media  fans  take  note:  As  with  the 
printed  libretto  to  Tommy,  objectionable 
words  have  been  replaced.  “Up  against  the 
wall,  motherfuckers”  becomes  “Up  against 
the  wall,  Fred!”  Those  parents  who  are  now 
perusing  the  song  sheets  of  their  kids’ 
favorite  albums  evidently  can’t  hear  with 
their  ears  what  they  can  see  with  their  eyes.) 

The  overall  finished  product  is  perfect 
Airplane  music,  with  the  added  presence  of 
Jerry  Garcia,  Steve  Stills  and  David  Crosby 
contributing  a  broader  spectrum  of  colors, 
and  the  non  pareil  piano  work  of  Nicky 
Hopkins  inviting  a  deserved  comparison 
with  Beggars’  Banquet  (just  his  presence 
guarantees  a  similar  sound). 

"We  Can  Be  Together"  is  a  love  song  to 
the  revolutionary  youth  movement.  (Listen 
closely  and  you’ll  hear  the  same  rhythm 
underlying  the  alternative  melody  and  lyrics 
of  “Volunteers.”)  Just  about  the  hippest 
thing  I’ve  ever  heard  in  the  way  of 
“political”  rock,  this  song  combines 
miKtance  in  its  verbal  stance  (We  arc 
outlaws  in  the  eyes  of  Amerika/  In  order  to 
survive,  we  steal,  cheat,  lie,  forge,  fuck,  hide 
and  deal /  We  are  obscene,  lawless,  hideous, 
dangerous,  dirty,  violent  and  young")  with  a 
lyrical  kind  of  sentimentality  in  the  way  it  is 
performed. 

(The  “message”  of  the  vocals  and 
instrumental  is  expressed  in  another  stanza: 
Come  on  all  you  people  standing  around/ 
Our  life’s  too  fine  to  let  it  die  and /  We  can 
be  together).  Paul  Kantner  has  everybody  in 
the  same  boat  in  this  song,  everybody 
young,  and  the  advice  is  as  sound  as  can  be: 
All  your  private  property  is/Targct  for  your 
enemy/and  your  enemy  is/We. 

By  now  you’ve  probably  heard  that  the 
Airplane  sings  those  famous  lines.  “Up 
against  the  wall,  motherfuckers.’’  and  they 
do:  but  the  way  this  statement  is  handled  in 
the  context  of  this  song  is  very  clever  and 
imaginative  indeed.  It  follows  a  brief  pause 
in  the  song  and  appears  after  the  lines. 


Everything  they  say  we  are  we  are/  And  we 
are  very/  Proud  of  ourselves,  so  that  specific 
lines  are  emphasized  and  sing  like  a  piece  of 
dialogue  complete  with  quotation  marks. 
The  Airplane  is  obviously  more  into  tearing 
down  walls  than  putting  people  up  against 
them,  and  the  song  ends  with  a  positive 
statement  of  cosmic  revolution:  We  must 
v begin  here  and  now /  A  new  continent  of 
earth  and  fire/  Tear  down  the  walls/  Come 
on  now  getting  higher  and  higher/  Tear 
down  the  Walls!  Outtasight! 

“Good  Shepherd"  opens  with  a  startling 
entrance  by  lead  guitarist  Jorma  Kaukonen 
with  a  repeated  phrase  so  thick  and  resonant 
that  it  sounds  like  an  electric  saxophone. 
Both  the  melody  line  and  the  excellent 
vocal  are  reminiscent  of  the  most  recent 
music  by  the  Velvet  Underground. 

“The  Farm"  is  the  biggest  surprise  of  the 
album,  one  of  two  country  songs 
undoubtedly  inspired  by  the  presence  of 
Crosby  and  Stills,  and  containing  some 
really  fine  pedal  steel  guitar  by  Jerry  Garcia. 
The  Jefferson  Airplane  is  just  about  the  last 
rock  group  I'd  expect  to  find  living  on  a 
farm,  but  this  song  is  a  hymn  to  just  that 
kind  of  life. 


my  friend,  it  ’s  time  for  me  to  go/ 1  just  can ’t 
be  late  for  my  evening  show/  You  see,  I’ve 
written  this  tune/  And  /  hope  that  very 
soon /  I’ll  be  heard  on  Top  40  radio.  Put  this 
one  in  the  same  very  high  class  as  the 
Stones’  rock  song  about  rock  songsters, 
"Jigsaw  Puzzle. " 

"Volunteers"  is  the  mover  of  the  set,  a 
street  fighting  song  if  ever  there  was  one. 
Most  folks  missed  the  boat  on  the 
Beatles/Stones  controversy  over 
"Revolution  ”  and  "Street  Fighting  Man  ’’;  so 
freaked  out  were  they  over  the  former  that 
they  stupidly  embraced  the  latter  for  almost 
all  the  things  it  was  not.  "Volunteers"  is 
what  we  tried  to  force  "Street  Fighting 
Man"  to  be. 

Evidently  the  Airplane  knew  exactly 
what  they  were  doing  because  this  song  is 
just  over  two  minutes  long,  guaranteeing 
convenient  airplay  (I  heard  it  on  the  Atlanta 
station  followed  by  John  Mayall’s  "Don’t 
throw  rocks  at  policemen"  thing!),  and  it  is 
so  simple  in  its  lyric  emphases  and  so 
infectious  in  its  rhythms  that  it  insists  on 
being  a  sing-along.  "Volunteers"  is  the  1969 
version  of  “Get  Together"  (a 
love/peace/flowers  song  by  the 
Youngbloods  now  resurrected  by  RCA 
Victor  years  later),  which  the  Airplane 
recorded  back  in  the  hey-days  of  the  Haight. 
The  distance  between  the  two  songs  is  the 
distance  we  have  travelled  between  the 
V-sign  and  the  red  fist¬ 


Album*:  Moon  and 


Hi*  Dog  Tommy 


by  Dan  Earhart 

A  fair  quantity  of  high  quality  records  arc 
coming  out  these  days,  after  a  rather  slow 
summer.  Although  I  am  not  yet  familiar 
with  all  of  the  new  material.  1  do  have  some 
opinions  on  the  limited  number  of  new 
releases  which  I  have  had  a  chance  to  listen 
to. 

One  of  the  finest  records  to  come  out 
recently  (I  say  finest  because  it  is  new:  not 
just  a  new  record,  but  a  new  style  of  music) 
is  " Moondog that  being  both  the  name  of 
the  album  and  the  alias  of  the  creator. 
“ Moondog ”  is  what  1  call  avantc-gardc 
classical,  for  the  music,  by  its  melody  and 
intonations,  is  rather  definitely  classical. 
Here  the  similarity  ends.  Almost  all  of  the 
album  has  a  driving  beat  behind  it  with  a 
percussion  section  that  sounds  very  much 
like  that  produced  by  the  moog  synthesiser 
on  the  Dick  Hyman  album  ‘Moog.  “ 

You  may  not  consider  classical  your 
bag.  .  .neither  did  I.  .  .  With  ' Moondog ” 
however,  classical  music  takes  on  an  entirely 
new  perspective.  The  album  makes  for 
fantastically  pleasant  listening..  A  note 
about  “Moondog”  himself  is  interesting. 
The  man’s  real  name  is  Louis  Hardin,  who 
composed  all  of  the  music  and  directed  the 
orchestra  which  performs  it..  Hardin  is  54 
years  old.  and  appears  to  be  a  complete 
freak  on  the  album  picture,  with  a  very 
long,  flowing  white  beard  and  similar  hair. 
One  gets  the  impression  that  if  he  were 
thirty  years  younger,  his  picture  would 
appear  on  a  “Cream”  album  cover  instead. 

Hardin  has  been  blind  since  a  teenager. 
Can  you  imagine  being  blind  for  all  of  those 
years  and  having  an  intense  love  for  music? 
What  fantastically  intense  and  personal 


hearing  that  man  must  have!  I  fed  that  this 
album  is  defmitcly  worth  your  investigation. 

It  may  well  start  an  entirely  new  trend  in 
progressive  music. 

Mentioning  the  fact  that  " Moondog ”  is 
blind  relates  nicely  to  another  album  which 
I  heard  a  couple  of  days  before  the 
“ Moondog ”  thing  crossed  my  path.  It’s  a 
two  record  set  which  is  the  opera  “Tommy” 
by  the  Who.  Unfortunately,  this  has  never 
been  a  really  big  seller,  possibly  because  it’s 
just  too  good.  It  was  amazing:  in  all  four 
sides,  there  simply  is  not  a  bad  cut. 

I  listened  to  “Tommy”  on  a  set  of  stereo 
headphones  and  followed  the  words  on  the 
album  jacket.  Incredible  is  the  only  word  I 
can  use  to  describe  the  intense  emotional 
effect  that  this  album  had  on  me  and  the 
other  people  I  know  who  have  seriously 
listened  to  it.  The  four  sides  tell  a  complete 
story  from  beginning  to  end.  Briefly,  as  a 
young  boy.  Tommy  had  an  emotional 
experience  which  rendered  him  mentally, 
but  not  physiologically,  deaf,  dumb,  and 
blind.  Do  you  know  what  tragedies  a  kid 
like  that  goes  through  growing  up?  The  Who 
tells  you,  and  it’s  tragic. 

At  this  point.  I  felt  terribly  sad  and 
frustrated  when  listening  to  the  album.  But 
all  hope  is  not  lost,  as  a  girl  turns  Tommy  on 
to  acid,  and  presto!!!  He  can  now  hear, 
speak,  and  sec.  “I’m  Free”  is  the  cut  which 
describes  his  joy.  The  album  is  very 
involving;  the  empathy  is  incredible.  This,  I 
feel,  is  music  as  it  should  be.  whether  it  be 
rock,  classical,  or  country  and  western  it 
should  actively  involve  the  listener. 
Listening  to  this  album,  I  felt  the  sorrows  of 
the  young  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  boy.  When 
he  was  free,  1  honestly  felt  a  tremendous 
jubilation  and  instant  freedom  myself  which 
sent  chills  and  goose-bumps  aU  over  my 
body.  It’s  truly  fine  music. 
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Alcatraz 

Ripped  Off 

by  Karen  Wald 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (LNS)  --  In  a  proclamation  issued  Nov.  20.  1969  to  "The  Great 
White  Father  (presumably  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Walter  Hickcl)  and  At!  His  People."  the 
Indians  declared  the  former  prison  island  of  Alcatraz  theirs  by  right  of  discovery  prior  to 
Columbus. 

Expressing  a  desire  to  "be  fair  and  honorable  in  our  dealings  with  the  Caucasian 
inhabitants  of  this  land. "  the  Indians  offered  the  following  treaty: 

"We  will  purchase  said  Alcatraz  Island  for  twenty-four  dollars  in  glass  heads  and  red 
cloth,  a  precedent  set  by  the  white  man's  purchase  of  a  similar  island  about  JOG  years  ago.  " 
Noting  that  they  were  paying  comparatively  more  for  their  small  island  that  the  Dutch  had 
paid  for  Manhattan,  the  Indians  added.  "But  we  know  tfutt  land  values  have  risen  over  the 
years  Our  offer  of  $1.24  per  acre. "  they  noted,  "is  greater  than  the  474  per  acre  the  whito 
men  are  now  paying  the  California  Indians  for  their  land.  " 

Regarding  the  future  of  the  island,  the  Indians  said  reassuringly:  "ItV  will  give  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  island  a  portion  of  that  land  for  their  own.  to  he  held  in  trust  by  the 
American  Indian  Affairs  and  by  the  Bureau  of  Caucasian  Affairs  to  hold  in  perpetuity 
for  as  long  as  the  sun  shall  rise  and  the  rivers  go  down  to  the  sea.  We  will  further  guide  the 
inhabitants  in  the  proper  way  of  living.  We  will  offer  them  our  religion,  our  education,  our 
life- ways,  in  order  to  help  them  achieve  our  level  of  civilization  and  thus  raise  them  and  all 
their  white  brothers  up  from  their  sa\'age  and  unhappy  state.  We  offer  this  treaty  in  good 
faith  and  wish  to  be  fair  and  honorable  in  our  dealing  with  all  white  men.  ” 


With  this  proclamation.  80  young 
Indians,  stoutly  supported  by  their  tribal 
elders,  landed  on  and  occupied .  Alcatraz 
Island.  A  week  later,  with  their  numbers 
reaching  300  and  still  growing,  the  Indians 
celebrated  Thanksgiving. 

Festival 

The  festival  was  somewhat  reversed. 
Instead  of  the  friendly  Indians  showing  the 
newly  arrived  pilgrims  their  hospitality, 
white  allies  of  the  Indians  brought 
boat-loads  of  turkeys,  blankets,  sleeping 
bags,  firewood,  fresh  water  and  milk,  and 
other  supplies  in  assorted  motor  boats, 
yachts  and  junks.  The  on-again-off-again 
Coast  Guard  blockade  wasn't  operating,  and 
boats  were  free  to  land  on  the  island, 
screened  only  by  the  Bureau  of  Caucasian 
Affairs  representatives,  who  checked  out  all 
non-Indians  who  sought  to  enter. 

Press  people  were  welcome  --if  they 
agreed  to  be  escorted  by  personnel  from  the 
Indian  Press  Service.  So  were  two  Puerto 
Rican  brothers,  Cha  Cha  Jimenez  of  the 
Young  Lords  Organization  in  Chicago,  and 
Cano  Miller  of  San  Juan,  who  came  to  bring 
revolutionary  greetings  of  solidarity  from 
their  Puerto  Rican  comrades. 

An  Indian  woman  named  Julie,  the  head 
of  the  press  service,  accompanied  our  group 
on  a  tour  of  the  island. 


Julie,  whose  Choctaw  ancestors  had  been 
driven  from  the  Georgia- 
-Louisiana-Mississippi  area  to  Oklahoma  on 
the  long  "Trail  of  Tears ”  in  1835  (with  a 
loss  of  more  than  3.000  of  their  numbers 
along  the  way),  had  been  a  student  at  UCLA 
when  Richard  Oakes  and  others  came  down 
to  Los  Angeles  to  recruit  more  Indians  for 
the  invasion. 

Richard,  a  Mohawk  with  thick  black  hair, 
tough-looking  countenance  and  five  kids,  is 
informally  recognized  as  the  leader  of  the 
Indians  here,  although  there  is  no  formal 
structure  or  leadership.  It  was  Richard  who, 
with  13  others  landed  on  the  island  for  a 
trial  expedition  several  weeks  ago,  then 
went  out  to  gather  more  Indians  from  all 
over  California,  many  of  them  college 
students,  to  reclaim  their  land  for  real. 

The  Indians  he  recruited  from  Los 
Angeles  --  about  35  of  them  — joined  up 
with  those  who  had  already  been  organizing 
at  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley, 
Merritt  College  in  Oakland  and  San 
Francisco  State  College. 

Julie  explained  that  a  great  deal  of 
organizing  was  needed  once  the  Indians 
landed  on  the  island.  Now  they  have 
committees  working  on  providing  food, 
arranging  shelter,  clean-up  details,  guard 
duty,  press  clearance,  caring  for  the  children 
and  taking  care  of  transportation. 


Guides  lead  visitors  up  the  steep,  winding 
paths  along  the  island  cliffs  to  the  main  jail 
facilities,  cautioning  them  to  beware  of 
places  where  the  old  concrete  steps  and 
walls  are  crumbling. 

Asked  by  Cano  Miller  whether  there  was 
a  spirit  of  resistance  against  any  possible 
intervention  on  the  island.  Julie  responded 
easily.  "We'd  use  our  heads. "  She  gave  the 
example  of  the  blockade  that  had  been  set 
up  by  the  Coast  Guard.  "Of  course  we  had 
to  do  something:  we  have  children  to  feed. 
So  we  ran  the  blotkades  all  night.  We 
weren't  hurting  anvtme.  or  really  resisting, 
we  were  just  getting  supplies  in.  But  it  was 
like  guerrilla  warfare. " 

She  described  the  strange  experience  of 
running  in  and  out.  dodging  the  Coast 
Guard  cutters  which  tried  to  prevent  the 
landings,  climbing  steep  clifTs  with  the 
supplies  -  experiences  which  now,  she 
says,  "Were  kind  of  used  to."  They 
managed  to  get  supplies  and  people  onto  the 
island  -  some  people  arriving  by 
swimming  through  the  icy  Bay  waters  from 
the  closest  point  the  boats  could  reach. 

It's  a  15-minute  climb  to  the  prison 
buildings.  Alcatraz  was  a  maximum-security 
Federal  prison  until  1963.  Since  then  it  has 
been  abandoned,  cared  for  only  by  a 
custodian.  Some  electric  power  and  some 
running  water  remain  in  a  few  buildings,  but 
everything  is  in  a  state  of  decay. 

Recently  the  Federal  Government 
decided  to  pass  the  land  on  to  the  city  of 
San  Francisco,  which  in  turn  had  decided  to 
sell  it  to  H.  L.  Hunt  (Texas  millionaire 
active  in  such  civic  groups  as  the  John  Birch 
Society).  He  was  going  to  turn  it  into  a  kind 
of  Space  Age  Disneyland.  Some  of  San 
Francisco’s  enlightened  citizens  objected, 
and  a  dressmaker  named  Duskin  put  a 
full-page  ad  in  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle 
which  brought  in  thousands  of  letters  of 
protest  to  Interior  Secretary  Hickei.  A  flood 
of  suggestions  began  pouring  in  as  to  what 
to  do  with  the  island. 

The  Indians  at  this  point  conveniently 
settled  the  question  by  occupying  and 
reclaiming  their  land. 

Indian  Center 

Their  plans  for  their  island  include: 

1 .  A  center  for  Native  American  studies, 
teaching  native  arts  and  skills,  supplemented 
by  travelling  universities  which  would  learn 
from  the  various  Indian  Reservations  around 
the  country. 

2.  An  American  Indian  Spiritual  Center. 

3.  An  Indian  center  of  ecology  to  train 
their  people  in  “ scientific  research  and 
practice  to  restore  our  lands  and  waters  to 
their  true  and  natural  state.  ” 

4.  An  Indian  Training  School  to  teach 


Indians  the  trades  they  need  to  make  a 
living  in  the  world,  as  well  as  a  center  for 
arts  and  crafts,  including  Indian  cooking,  all 
of  which  would  be  offered  to  the  public. 

5.  An  American  Indian  Museum  which 
would  contain  one  portion  depicting  what 
the  white  man  gave  to  the  Indians  in  return 
for  the  land  and  life  he  took:  disease, 
alcohol,  poverty  and  cultural  decimation  (as 
symbolized  by  old  tin  cans,  barbed  wire, 
rubber  tires,  plastic  containers,  etc.)  as  well 
as  broken  treaties  and  a  history  of 
massacres. 

The  rocky  island  reverberated  to  the 
sound  of  tom-toms.  The  majority  of  the 
Indians  (many  of  whom  are  white-haired 
elders)  were  dressed  in  their  traditional 
tribal  costumes,  with  elaborate  beaded 
designs  and  feathers. 


island,  the  huge  Government  bl 
proclaimed  "WARNING  KEEP  < 
Government  boats  permitted  m 
yards.  Persons  entering  without 
do  so  at  their  peril.  ”  Hand-paintec 
the  adjacent  wall  proclaimed 
"INDIAN  [AND.  ”  A  huge  smok 
lettered,  "FREEDOM.  PEA 
EARTH."  The  word  "States"  w 
out  on  another  government  sign, 
now  read  "United  INDIAN  Pro\ 
the  entrance  to  the  main  prison 
huge  sign  with  an  elaborately  pai 
declared,  "THIS  LAND  IS  OUI 
Another  frequent  slogan 
"CUSTER  HAD  IT  COMING. " 

All  of  the  Indians,  young  an 
enthusiastic.  A  47-year-old  man 
been  involved  in  the  fishing  rights 
the  state  of  Washington  said  he  c 
to  "see  what  we  can  do  to  help.  ” 


As  we  wandered  around  the  island  we  saw 
many  signs  painted  on  walls  or  hung  over 
doorways.  Even  as  we  first  approached  the 


"We  see  the  young  people  as  n 
only  in  the  right  direction.  ”  he  cc 
"but  faster.  I  think  this  is  real  beat 


Iroquois 

Secede 


BRANTFORD,  Ontario  (LNS)  -  Indians 
of  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy 
delcared  themselves  a  sovereign  state  separ¬ 
ate  from  Canada  on  Nov.  12.  They  sent  a 
declaration  to  Ottawa  and  the  United 
Nations  stating  that  the  reserve’s  5,000 
residents  and  4,000  non-resident  members 
would  no  longer  be  governed  by  the  Ontario 
and  Canadian  Federal  Governments. 


Their  declaration  stated  that  through  the 
centuries,  Indian  lands  "have  eroded,  by 
trickery deceit  and  theft  to  small 
portions-which  arc  now  in  danger  of  being 


taxed  and  dissolved  into  oblivion 


The  Canadian  Department 
Affairs  recently  announced  a  [ 
Indians  "equal  opportunity." 
Indians  live  under  the  "protect* 
Canadian  government.  This  mean 
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opportunity ",  Canadian-style,  « 
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Asked  about  whether  there  was  a 
generation  gap  among  the  Indians,  he 
explained  that  this  didn’t  occur  because  of 
the  mutual  respect  between  the  young  and 
the  old. 

A  white-haired  companion  from  Southern 
California  added,  “/  support  these  young 
people  here,  because  us  older  people  haven  7 
done  much  for  over  200  years,  and  it’s 
about  time  we  let  the  young  ones  do  it.  A  t 
least  we’re  supposed  to  support  them.  And  I 
don't  think  there’s  much  of  a  generation 
gap,  because  they  want  old  people  here,  and 
they  love  us,  and  that’s  why  I’m  here.  ” 

An  eight-year-old,  who  at  first  could  give 
no  other  reason  for  being  on  the  island 
except  that  his  mother  was  here,  and*//’s 
fun,  ”  nevertheless  knew  why  his  mom  was 
there:  " For  the  land.  ” 
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” Whose  land  is  it?”  he  was  asked. 

The  Indians.  ” 

” Are  you  an  Indian ?” 

“ Yes .  ” 

" Then  it ’s your  land,  isn  7  it?” 

“Yeah.  Half.  ” 

“ Why  halj?” 

‘ Because  if  ALL  of  it  was  mine,  then  the 
other  Indians  don  7  have  no  land.  ” 

Later,  we  spoke  with  some  of  the  young 
men  who  were  most  repsonsiblc  for  the 
Alcatraz  land-grab,  Richard  Oakes  and 
Dennis  Turner.  When  asked  how  this  had  all 
begun,  Dennis  said,  "Well,  it  really  began 
about  470  years  ago.  when  we  discovered 
Columbus,  and  he  was  lost 

He  then  turned  more  serious,  discussing 
the  genocide  committed  by  the  Luropean 
settlers  as  they  occupied  the  land,  and 
bringing  it  up  to  date  with  the  continuing 
genocide  in  Vietnam.  “ We’re  now  nuiking 
our  stand ,  and  it’s  a  definite  stand,  and 
we  ’re  gonna  stay  here.  ” 


A  major  insighl  coming  from  the  cultural  revolution  is  the  practical  expansion  of 
consciousness,  particularly  the  notion  of  a  "return  to  nature.  "  I  say  practical,  as  opposed  to 
escapist  and  reactionary,  to  underscore  the  fact  that  a  " return ”  not  a  new-fangled 

primitivism  to  an  understanding  of  man's  kinship  with  nature  and  rclatedness  and 
dependence  on  the  land  is  one  of  the  historical  tasks  facing  us.  It  is  imperative  to  our 
survival. 


Return 

Nature 


The  root  connection  between  white  America  and  the  land  never  took  firm  hold.  As  poet 
Robert  Bly  says,  we  stole  the  land  from  the  Indians  and  could  not  really  respect  it  for 
ourselves.  Deep  below  the  surface  white  Amerika  recognizes  itself  as  a  thiefand  continues  to 
rob  from  the  land  without  thought  of  what  is  owed  in  return. 


OR 
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To 


Ecological 


Despite  the  romantics  of  Jefferson  and 
historian  Frederick  Jackson  Turner,  the  man 
in  the  American  landscape  has  always  been 
incipiently  capitalistic,  ever  eager  to  dis¬ 
possess  Indians,  receive  rights  to  public 
lands  and  accept  government  subsidies. 
Land,  all  of  nature  in  fact,  has  been  a 
commodity  to  be  turned  into  quick  profit: 
speculated  upon,  over-used,  depleted  and 
sold. 

During  much  of  our  history  it  was 
possible  to  dc-forcst.  strip-mine,  over-graze 
and  leave  the  soil  to  erode  away  by  moving 
to  fertile  land  farther  west.  Here  we  sec 
Turner’s  frontier  as  an  expansion  line  of 
America's  growth  economy,  extended  west¬ 
ward  into  the  Pacific  Basin  and  finally 
around  the  world.  But  just  as  our  history  of 
imperialism  and  genocide  has  caught  up 
with  us  in  Vietnam,  so  it  has  in  regard  to 
nature  and  the  quality  of  the  environment 
we  depend  upon  for  life. 

Eco-catastrophe 

It  has  become  clear  in  the  last  five  years 
or  so  that  we  arc  living  in  the  midst  of  an 
cco-catastrophc.  It  is  not  something  that 
might  happen  tomorrow  or  in  the  1980s. 
Irreparable  damage  to  the  biotie  and 
physical  communities  we  rely  on  for  food, 
air,  water  —  for  life  —  is  happening  daily. 
And  we  are  only  beginning  to  experience 
the  effects  of  centuries  of  greed  and 
ignorance. 

This  exploitation  and  tampering  with  the 
earth  makes  the  scope  of  potential  disaster 
--  poisoned  air  and  water,  depleted  soil 
and  other  mineral  resources,  the  diminishing 
of  life  forms  as  whole  species  are  extermin¬ 
ated,  lifeless  lakes  and  rivers  --  one  that  far 
surpasses  such  American  tragedies  as  the 
Dust  Bowl  of  the  1930s  and  the  fluoride 
poisoning  of  workers  in  Donora,  Pa.,  in 
1946.  And  the  danger  is  made  all  the  greater 
by  the  crunch  put  on  natural  resources  by 
an  ever-expanding  population.  What  is  at 
stake  is  the  integrity  of  the  bio-sphere  and 
the  complex  eco-systcms  that  support  life. 

lico-sy stems  are  essentially  complicated 
food  chains  through  which  various  organ¬ 
isms,  including  humanbeings,  exchange 
materials  necessary  to  life.  The  stability  of 
systems  relies  primarily  on  the  complexity 
of  forms  and  relationships.  If  one  species  is 
eliminated,  the  whole  system  changes.  As 
man’s  intervention  limits  variety,  eco¬ 
systems  become  more  unstable  and  disaster 
more  imminent. 

DDT,  Pesticides 

The  use  of  insecticides  illustrates  this 
point  well.  In  the  first  place,  insecticides 
endanger  human  life,  as  in  the  case  of 
chlorinated  hydrocarbons- -DDT,  Dicldrin, 
Aldrin- — that  store  up  in  fatty  tissues,  and 
organo-phosphates  that  include  lethal  nerve 
gases  like  Parathion.  But  they  also  wiped 
out  all  insects,  thus  leaving  a  vacant  niche 
and  inviting  an  invasion  of  a  single  species  of 
pest  resistant  to  the  insecticide. 

The  ‘‘richness  of  nature”  is  more  than  an 
aesthetic  ideal;  it  is  a  biological  necessity.  In 
the  case  of  the  pest,  natural  regulation, 
through  prey-predator  relationships,  could 
be  recognized  and  understood,  and  then 
introduced  in  severe  cases.  Such  natural 
regulation  would  work  better  in  the  long 
run  than  insecticides,  and  would  not,  as  has 
DDT,  spread  through  the  bio-sphere,  endan¬ 
gering  whole  species. 

The  sources  of  energy  and  materials  that 
flow  through  eco-systems  arc  finite,  and 
systems  endure  by  a  process  of  re-cycling. 
The  vitality  of  the  soil,  for  example, 
depends  on  the  cycling  of  organic  remains 
--  by  the  humification  of  trees  and  plants, 
animal  manure  and  the  micro-organisms  that 


Muck  You 

Federal  officials  and  members  of  a 
New  York  City  sewage-control  agency 
were  interrupted  briefly  during  a 
pollution  inspection  tour  last  week. 
The  boat  in  which  they  were  riding  ran 
aground  on  a  bank  of  putrid  muck 
lining  the  bottom  of  the  Passaic  River. 


Disaster 


fix  and  make  available  basic  elements  to 
plants. 

There  is,  however,  a  constant  and  steady 
movement  of  organic  materials  to  cities  and 
industrial  centers,  to  be  consumed  or 
disposed  of  as  waste,  but  never  to  be 
returned  to  the  earth  from  which  they  grew, 
l  orests  are  cut  down  for  houses  and 
factories  and.  in  addition  to  the  loss  of 
wilderness,  precious  top-soil  erodes,  silting 
rivers  and  destroying  fishes’  spawning  and 
feeding  areas.  The  loss  of  a  water-shed 
increases  flood  danger  and  lowers  the  water 
table.  What  was  once  a  fertile  area  becomes 
a  biological  desert. 

And  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  (read 
military-industrial  complex)  has  a  $1.3 
billion  budget  -to  execute  pork  barrel 
legislation,  turning  wild,  biologically  rich 
rivers  into  muddy  lakes  in  the  name  of  flood 
control  -  -  without  a  thought  of  conditions 
upstream  and  correct  conservation  practices 
that  could  co-operate  in  natural  regulation 
of  water  run-off.  But  farmers  and  real 
estate-  recreation  developers  call  for  irriga¬ 
tion  and  reservoirs  that  cater  to  weekend 
motor-boaters  and  other  “ nature  lovers.  ” 

Garbage  Dump 

The  Corps  also  issues  permits  that  allow 
private  sand  and  gravel  concerns  to  dredge 
estuaries,  on  which  two-thirds  of  ocean  life 
depend  for  nourishment  during  parts  of 
their  lives.  In  San  Francisco  Bay,  dredging 
has  destroyed  oyster  and  clam  harvesting 
and  threatens  to  turn  the  bay  into  a  lifeless 
garbage  dump. 

The  Corps’  bulldozing  mentality  is  typical 
of  America’s  approach  to  developing  natural 
areas.  The  narrow-sighted  cost-benefit  anal¬ 
ysis  of  projects  has  spawned  roads,  power 
lines,  housing  tracts  and  industrial  expan¬ 
sion  throughout  the  continent  with  no 
thought  of  ecological  consequences.  The 
ideology  of  infinite,  progressive  technolog¬ 
ical  innovation  legitimatizes  experimental 
intervention  with  the  environment. 

What  we  need  is  what  Aldo  Leopold 
called  a  “ land  ethic.  ”  In  short,  what’s 
required  is  the  recognition  of  and  consent  to 
the  fact  that  man  must  share  the  planet  with 
other  living  forms,  that  other  animals  and 
plants,  and  the  physical  system  they  live  in. 


by  John  Trimbur 

have  the  right  to  exist  beyond  consideration 
of  their  potential  economic  worth. 

And.  as  Paul  Goodman  notes  in  a  recent 

article  in  the  New  York  Review  of  Books, 
technology  can  in  fact  play  a  positive  part  in 
all  this.  Briefly  Goodman  aigucs  that 
through  prudence  -  -  having  a  sense  of  the 
whole  and  resisting  the  temptation  to  apply 
new  methods  and  techniques;  the  use  of 
innovation  to  simplify  existing  technical 
systems;  and  co-operation  rather  than 
mastery  of  nature,  major  steps  could  be 
taken.  We  could  begin  to  cut  back  the  waste 
and  pollution  -  -  which  arc  really  materials 
no  longer  available  for  re-cycling  —  and 
allow  the  delicate  and  rich  sequences  of 
nature  to  continue  without  further  artificial 
limitations. 

White  America’s  tenure  on  the  continent 
has  left  a  record  of  destruction  in  the  search 
for  quick  profit.  The  proportions  of  this 
damage  arc  so  great  that  it  has  become  an 
issue  to  which  the  Left  must  speak.  We 
understand  the  contradictions  in  capitalism 
that  lead  man  to  oppress  and  exploit  man, 
but  wc  must  now  also  understand  the 
oppression  and  exploitation  of  nature. 

We  have  called  for  power  to  the  people  as 
wc  struggle  to  build  a  decent  community  in 
America  and  the  world.  Now  wc  must  call 
for  all  power  to  nature  as  wc  recognize  the 
natural  community  to  which  man  belongs. 
We’ve  labored  for  too  long  under  anthropo¬ 
centric  delusions;  it  is  time  to  finally 
explode  the  distinction  between  nature  and 
culture. 

We  need  to  put  man  back  in  nature  — 
both  in  our  own  heads  and  in  any  revolution 
wc  sec  in  the  future.  In  short,  the  notions  of 
human  nature  on  which  wc  base  our  actions 
must  be  biologically  and  ecologically  valid. 


The  Jan.  15  issue  of  SCN  will  be  largely 
devoted  to  natural  environment  and  eco¬ 
logy.  We  welcome  any  articles  on  the 
subject,  particularly  ones  of  local  signi¬ 
ficance. 


"Suppose  .  .  .  two  species  are  placed  in  the  same  universe  to  compete  with  each  other.  What  will 
happen?"  ("Big  Fish  Eat  Little  Fish"  by  Pieter  Brueghel  d.  A.,  1556, 
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ADVICE  TO  POPERS...lifg 


Q:I  have  dropped  acid  30-35  times  in  the 
past  year  and  a  half.  When  I  began  taking 
acid  I  had  already  heard  a  lot  about  the 
supposed  “flashback”  effect  of  the  drug, 
and  I  have  heard  a  lot  about  it  since  through 
the  various  news  media.  However,  never  in 
my  acid  experience  have  I  come  across 
anything  even  remotely  resembling  this 
supposed  effect.  Naturally  I  have  known 
many  people  personally  who  have  also  had 
and  arc  having  wide  experience  with  acid.  1 
have  never  heard  of  this  “flashback” 
occurring  with  them  either. 

In  view  of  the  chromosome-LSD-baby 
scare  that  has  been  officially  uncovered  as 
a  lie  I  tend  to  believe  the  same  will  be  true 
for  the  “flashback”  phenomena.  To 
summarize:  is  there  any  shred  of  truth  in 
the  “flashback”  propaganda  against  LSD? 


AVPRESt  ALL 
■'  1  QUEST  f  OH$ 

_ four  dope.  TO... 

"rA:I  have  never  had  the  experience  either. 

but  there  are  definitely  eases  of  people 
who  have.  I  discussed  this  with  Dr.  David 
Smith  of  the  Haight  Ashbury  Medical  Clinic 
a  couple  of  weeks  ago.  He  has  had  extensive 
experience  with  the  phenomenon,  and  is 
convinced  that  there  are  no  grounds  for 
believing  that  structural  or  long  term 
chemical  alteration  of  the  brain  results  from 
normal  LSD  use.  Smith  pointed  out  that  in 
almost  all  cases  the  flashback  effect  is 
associated  with  a  bad  original  trip,  and 
essentially  consists  of  a  delayed  anxiety 
reaction.  The  phenomenon  is  very  rare 
among  people  who  were  properly  prepared 
and  guided  when  they  took  the  acid. 


The  important  point  here  is  the  light  it 
sheds  on  the  more  physiologically 
oriented  theories  presented  by  me  in  an 
earlier  column.  TTie  medical  profession 


BRIAN  <5-RANT 
I2I7WICHITA  , 
HOPS  TON- 770Q1..1 

seems  hampered  by  a  bias  to  attribute 
organic  grounds  to  everything:  and  thanks 
to  our  laws,  not  too  much  research  has  been 
done  on  such  issues  by  anyone  else.  Did  you 
know  that  the  National  Institute  of  Mental 
Health  will  give  a  grant  to  any  qualified 
researcher  who  wishes  to  study  LSD  . .  .  but 
only  if  that  researcher  has  never  taken  LSD 
himself?  It  seems  they  wish  to  preserve 
“objectivity.” 


Q:I  read  in  your  column  that  Ritalin  has 
certain  advantageous  uses  when  taken  in 
conjunction  with  LSD.  As  I  am  interested  in 
the  more  “contemplative”  trip.  1  would  like 
to  find  out  more  about  it. 


Would  you  please  advise  those  of  us 
interested  in  Ritalin  as  to  the  proper 
dosage,  milligram  strength,  etc.  for  tripping? 


I  have  also  been  wondering  what  the 
story  is  on  Vitamin  C  enhancing  the 
effects  of  an  acid  trip.  I’ve  noticed  the  blue 
splashes  are  always  dropped' oh  Vitamin  C 
tabs,  and  I  have  been  told  this  is  because  it 
helps  you  get  on  a  lot  better. 

Thanks  very  much  for  any  information 
you  can  give.  We  think  your  new  column 
is  great,  and  will  help  dispell  many  of  the 
ungrounded  rumors  you  are  always  hearing. 
Keep  up  the  good  work. 

A:1  take  10  milligrams  about  an  hour  into 
the  trip,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  individual 
taste.  Ling  and  Buckman  in  England  use 
somewhat  more,  but  in  the  context  of  sub 
200  gamma  doses  of  LSD. 

Vitamin  C  does  nothing  for  a  trip  that  I 
know  of:  in  fact  it  is  sometimes  ised  to 
terminate  trips,  although  nicotinic  acid  (B3) 
is  more  popular.  Vitamin  A  is  essential  to 
the  opsinrhodopsin  cycle  in  the  retina,  and 
may  enhance  visual  effects;  but  I  would 
guess  that  the  Vitamin  C  idea  probably 
came  out  of  the  well  known  fact  that  acid 
depletes  the  vitamin  level  in  the  body 
slightly. 

I  am  glad  you  brought  this  up,  since  I 
forgot  to  mention  B3  when  I  discussed 
trip  terminators  last  time.  200-600  mg  is  the 
normal  dose  range  and  this  vitamin  can  halt 
or  greatly  smooth  out  a  bummer. 

Q:What  the  hell  is  the  difference  (in  effects, 
not  chemicals)  between  “sunshine,”  red 
tabs,  yellow  tabs,  white  paper,  liquid,  purple 
dot  paper,  blue  flats,  white  caps,  blue  caps, 
“Leary,”  and  any  other  color  or  variety  of 
LSD  you  can  think  of? 

Also,  is  “Leary”  just  a  legend  (legend: 
looks  like  a  small  yellow  barrel,  can  be 
cut  into  light  turn-ons  and  is  supposed  to  be 
given  away  free  by  Leary’s  disciples,  but 
tends  to  be  sold  at  extravagant  prices  when 
dealers  get  their  hands  on  it)? 

A:The  wild  variety  in  pills  seen  between  ’65 
and  ’67  has  subsided  a  bit,  but  there  is 
still  plenty  of  misinformation  in  the  wind.  I 
suppose  there  are  hundreds  of  labs 
producing  pills,  papers,  caps  and  cubes  of  all 
shapes,  sizes  and  colors  in  the  United  States 
today.  Most  of  the  dope  is  pretty  good,  but 
it  is  still  stupid  to  buy  on  the  street  or  even 
from  people  you  do  not  know.  A  dealer 
wants  to  sell  his  pills.  Sometimes  he  doesn’t 
even  know  himself  what  is  in  them. 

I  know  dozens  of  people  who  think  they 
have  taken  THC:  they  are  all  mistaken. 
No  real  THC  has  ever  been  sold  on  the  US 
black  market,  just  a  variety  of  drugs  ranging 
from  acid  to  MMOA  and  called  THC. 
Sunshine  was  good  acid;  an  honest  chemical 
300  gamma,  and  very  pure.  But  as  soon  as 
the  word  got  out.  everybody  was  claiming 
that  their  pills  were  “sunshine”;  it  is 
amazing  to  sec  the  variety  of  weird  pills  to 
which  that  name  has  been  applied. 

The  point  is  you  can’t  trust  names,  or 
even  appearances.  You  can  only  trust 
people.  I  would  rather  swallow  an 
unfamiliar  pill  that  a  friend  recommends 
from  personal  experience,  than  a  pill  that 
looks  like  “sunshine”  but  comes  from  a 
stranger. 

The  Leary  story  is  probably  a  myth,  but 
those  yellow  barrels  arc  nice  (although 
hardly  eight  ways). 


Why  Bother  With  The  New 
FLEETWOOD  MAC? 


n  rrr\A/nnn  map  ^ 


If  you  don’t  have  the  Mac’s  brand  new  Reprise  album, 
we  are,  of  course,  very  sorry.  For  all  of  us.  You  really 
should  remedy  that  oversight.  A  group  who’s  knocking 
"Sugar  Sugar”  off  the  *1  spot  around  the  world  (with 
the  Mac’s  single  “Oh  Well”)  deserves  your  support.Take 
on  “Then  Play  On,”  their  very  new  album.  You  deserve 
its  support. 

Fleetwood  Mac's  just  moved  to  Reprise  —  and  it's  high 
time. 


OUNCE?  P'P 

■TEBOPY  MENTION 

VIOLENCE?  /- 


rHEY,  WHADPAYASAY  we 
AU,  GO  DOWN  TO  WASHINGTON 
FOR  THE  NEXT  PEACE  MARCH/? 


“'I  DUNNO,  MAN " 
WHAT  ABOUT  AU-W 
PREDICTED  VIOLENC 


W  HEY  DKS:  x  HAVE  PLENTY  OF  MOUJTOVT 
COCKTAILS  AND  A  WHOLE  CASE  OFJPTNAMITC 

IN  THE  BACK  OF  THE  CAR,  SO  FEEL  FREE  ... 


I  KNEW  YOU  GUYS  WERE  ON  YOUR 
MAY  TO  WASHINGTON  TO  TOPPLE  THE 
GOVERNMENT  soon  as  i  saw  You. 


What  Kilvl  of  Sordid  business  are  you  on.  now 


;t  thou  ?  Whither 
hiny  car  in  The  night? 
- JacK  Kerouac 


I  mean,  man.  Whither  < 
^=e6t  thou,  America,  in  tl 


Yoo  arts  got  plenty  of 

ROCKS  FOR  THROWING? 


HERE  WE  ARE,  BROTHERS/  WE'LL  JUST 
BARK  THE  CAR  HERE  BY  THE.  <HEH-HEH) 
WHITE  HOUSe  WHILE  X  GO  MAKE  A  I 
QUICK  TELEPHONE  CALL! 


LISSEN  —  HERE’S  MY  PLAN: 
pSST  PSST  PSi  MMM  HMMNH 
P6ST  MNM  HMMNH...  _ 


r..THE  'r  INCRIMINATING  CVtPCMCE”  IS 

SUPPOSED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  PLANTED  IN  THE  TRUW 
OF  A  BRIGHTLY  FAINTED  1956  CHEVROLET  WITH 
^  OHIO  LICENSE  PLATES  BY  OUR  _ „ 


Founw, 
me,  MW; 


DON’T  JUST  STAND 
THERE  GAWKING— 
UNTIE  ME, TOO  ROLE, 


T’E>  SAFER  to  watch  ft 
ON  THE  TV,  ANYHCWJ ! 


...AND  WHEN  WE  FRY  OPEN 
THE  TRUNK  AND  "  DISCOVER 

THE  EXPLOSIVES... 


(UN)  CLASSIFIEDS 


Space  City  News  is  starting  a 
classified  advertising  section.  This 
section  is  intended  as  a  community 
service,  so  we're  setting  our  rates  as 
low  as  possible  to  cover  costs  -  five 
cents  a  word,  v 

We  aren’t  going  to  accept  sex  ads. 
We  believe  that  far  from  characterizing 
a  position  of  sexual  liberation,  they 
are  frequently  exploitative  of  human 
sexuality,  especially  that  of  women. 
(Not  all  of  them  are  exploitative,  of 
course,  but  we  don’t  know  any  simple 
guideline  for  determining  which  are 
and  which  aren’t,  and  we  don’t  have 
the  time  or  energy  to  debate  every  ad.) 


A  resolution  passed  at  a  radical 
media  convention  July.  1969,  asked 
papers  not  to  use  sex  ads,  display  or 
classified,  because  of  their  exploitative 
nature.  We  are  abiding  by  this' 
collective  agreement. 

To  get  people  to  start  using  the 
classified  section,  we  are  offering  free 
ads  in  the  next  (Jan.  IS)  issue  of  SON. 
(After  that  issue,  all  ads  will  cost  five 
cents  a  word,  and  you  must  pay  in 
advance.)  For  a  free  ad,  fill  out  the 
form  and  send  it  to  Space  City  News, 
1217  Wichita,  Houston,  Texas  77004. 
(or  just  drop  it  by  personally.) 
Deadline  is  Monday  before 
publication. 

-»■  0* -1-  f-  r  iwTwTS~  i 


”E1  Agulla  Gaaollnera"  A  chlcano  co¬ 
operative  gas  station  (MAYO).  1417 
Iorralne  -  226-8993.  (Sinclair)  reg¬ 
ular-  24.9c.  ethyl-  27.9c.  oil-  40c. 

W /mechanics .  SUPPORT  1A  CAUSA.  PAT- 

Head  Hancho  Leather  Goods.  Custom* 
made  vests,  hats,  panchos  and  mis¬ 
cellaneous  paraphernalia.  1801 
Heights.  864-7192. 

RONIZE  EL  AGUIIA. 

For  a  free  price  Hat  of  radical  lit¬ 
erature,  vrlte  to  Radical  Education 
Project,  Box  561-A,  Detroit,  Mich. 
48232. 

Get  Out  Of  The  City-  1968  VW  Campei 
Pop-top,  tent,  etc.  301  Falrvlev, 
526-7183. 

Free  literature  on  South  Africa.  Re¬ 
port  by  Rep.  Charles  Diggs  with  com¬ 
plete  listing  of  U.S.  investors  In 

7  foot  Rick  Blade  Needlenose.  2  mo. 
old.  Must  sell.  Excellent  cond.  $95 
BA9-2239. 

Affairs  Comnittee,  Washington,  D.C. 
Also  reprint  prepared  by  Africa  Re¬ 
search  Group.  For  latter  send  6c 
postage  to  ARG,  P.0.  Box  213,  Caai- 

Two  young  Europeans  seeking  ride  to 
West  Coast  sometime  after  Dec.  25. 
Will  share  all  expenses.  Call  JA2- 
9238  and  ask  for  Pat  Murphy. 

I  need  a  ride  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  or 
Canada  around  Jan.  20.  Call  224*5654 

Van,  concrete  bags  (70  lb.),  Devey- 
Weber  surfboard,  and  trombone.  Call 
after  Jan.  29.  748-7779. 

[£W| 
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JjUzNil PE  PA...  ZIPZAP.  I903f?  Mam i— — 

THoSe-  P ViGTOP/A  SMITH* (iR6EN/-50&Mrr/iUM* 

M«£  FW 
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Colorful  Cuban  posters.  Published  by 
organization  of  solidarity  with  the 
peoples  of  Asia,  Africa,  and  Latin 
America.  Send  25c  for  postage  to: 
0SPAAAL  Posters,  c/o  LNS ,  160  Clare- 

Ride  wanted  to  either  San  Francisco 
or  Oilcago/Detrolt  area  after  Xmas. 
Call  526-6257  and  leave  message  for 
Nancy. 

mont  Ave.,  New  York,  N.y!  10027. 

1959  Chevrolet  BelAlr  -  automatic. 

Ghostbreakers  Inc.-  Investigators  of 
psychic  phenomena;  spiritual  manl- 

radio,  heater  -  runs  -  $150.  Call 

Rick  c/o  Buddy  747-9415. 

festatlons;  hauntlngs;  poltergeists; 
and  all  preternatural  occurances. 
Contact  P.  Ahrens  or  W.  Wheatley  - 
522-7911  ext.  307. 

1962  Chevy  II.  White,  6  cyl. ,  auto¬ 
matic,  radio.  Runs  on  little  gas. 

$300.  Call  Buddy  at  747-9415. 

Fender  Jazzmaster  and  Gibson  SG  for 
sale.  Need  cash.  Call  H04-1101. 

For  Sale:  Organ  and  amp;  $200.  wah- 
wah;  $25.  fuzz  box;  $15.  Mike  Love, 
526-6257. 

FOR  SAIE-  1963  Chrysler  Fordor.  3  on 
the  floor.  $400.  748-0403. 

Set  of  Ludvig  drums  for  sale.  Spark ly 
Red.  Call  512-472-1812  (Austin).  Ask 

HEY  TEENS  —  Popularity  on  the  wane? 

for  Gin.  Drums  formerly  of  Fat  Einna. 

Why  not  get  an  original  Earth?  It's 
a  real  groove.  For  artwork  on  post¬ 
ers,  leaflets,  etc.,  call  526-6257 
ext.  Earth. 

Who  is  Sweet  Peter?  Come  to  Willie's 
Pub  (Flea  Market),  120  Milam,  and 
find  out.  Appearing  Thurs.  through 

Overcoat  tailored  In  Europe  In  1919. 

s  little  bit  for  everybody. 

Originally  owned  by  Eugene  O'Neill 
the  playwrlte.  O’Neill's  signature 
appears  on  the  tag.  In  extremely  ex¬ 
cellent  condition  -  silken  material. 
Best  offer  takes  It.  Write  to  Gavan 
c/o  the  RAG,  2200  Guadalupe  Austin, 
Texas  78705. 

Pregnant?  Need  help?  If  you  have  any 
doubts  as  to  your  alternatives  call: 
415-848-6036  (California)  Rob't  Mat- 
son.  217-525-8879  (Illinois)  Thomas 
Kirk.  703-229-5135  (Virginia)  Charles 
Adams. 

A  NEW mx MUSICAL- 


OPENING-, TAMUARyjt 


Lwisim 


—FOR  TICKET  INFORMATION:  Z22- 643g 


•  •  • 


Keep  ’em  spaced 
with 

Space  City  News 

For  that  special  someone 

on  your  Christmas  list 

at  these  unusual  holiday  rates: 

1  to  3  subs  -  -  $4.50  ea. 


(  \ 

Special  Advance  Sale. 

January 

16thru  19 

1970 

January 
20  thru  24 
1970 

Jack 

jones 

_Miss 

Peggy 

|ee 

Prices  for  all  performances:  $5.00/$6.00/$7.00. 

Special  advance  reservations  are  being  taken  now 
by  mail  and  through  our  box  office. 

Houston  IVIusicTheatre 

PR  1-1234 

^  PO.BOX36471. HOUSTON  ^ 

t; 
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MOM  OF  FUNK  TO  IN M  GOLTIB  L  Gffl  JER 


WR|  l  l'S7S0SUUS>eT  VL\JV.  HoLCfuJoor 
CALIF.  90069...  F 0(2.  petaicS- 
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THE  HO(j  FARfT 

\WW_L  P^EVMElA>  XlleiR 

E6ATURE  FILM  J l 


)f/2  MILES  Worth- 
east  of. . 


AtJP  OTHGp^ 

INDIAN  „ 

CEREKoNIAL 
DANCES!! 


AT  7T/£  IHPIAN  CREEKRAUGH 

•SEHlMRMMg«JI»l5WlW 


00  -iqo 

AT  GftT£  /  ~~  PER  PftV  ' 


loKPER  BY  mail  Fra><W  IMI0WII0T4C  PoPKSTIV  AL-  2818  "ST.  Usuis'  STREET  -M6U0  ORlfcANS,  L-klO[\9 
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Not  much.  With  the  universities  out  for 
Christmas  break,  you  have  to  fall  back  on  Holly¬ 
wood  which  means  ...  not  much. 

BUTCH  CASSIDY  AND  THE  SUNDANCE  KID  is  showing  at 
the  Metropolitan.  Much  disagreement  on  its  merit, 
but  nobody  seems  to  have  been  bored  by  it.  Prob¬ 
ably  worth  your  time  and  perhaps  your  money. 

JOHN  AND  MARY  just  opened  at  the  Village.  We 
didn't  get  to  preview  it  and  haven't  heard  re¬ 
actions  yet,  so  dunno.  But  if  you  dig  Dustin 
Hoffman. ... 

A  smattering  from  the  U  of  H: 

Dec.  19  -  EYE  OF  THE  CAT  at  LA  Auditorium  #2. 

7  and  10  pm.  75c  with  student  ID.  Written  by 
the  same  guy  who  did  "Psycho." 

Dec.  19  -  EXTERMINATING  ANGEL  (Luis  Bunuel). 
Library  Auditorium.  8  pm.  50c. 

Jan.  9  -  VIRIDIANA.  Library  Auditorium.  8  pm. 
50c. 

1,000  CLOWNS  will  be  at  the  Jewish  Community 
Center  on  December  28  at  8  pm.  The  address  is 
5601  S.  Braeswood.  $1.75.  If  you  haven't  seen 
this,  you  ought  to. 

AN  EVENING  WITH  W.C.  FIELDS,  far-out,  yes  also 
$1  75S  j6WiSh  Conmunlty  Center  on  Jan.  4  at  8  pm. 


A  DAY  OF  ABSENCE  by  Douglass  Turner  Ward  and 
THE  DUTCHMAN  by  Leroi  Jones.  The  debut  of  the 
UH  Black  Theatre.  Beginning  Dec.  19  and  20  at 
Attic  Theatre,  3rd  floor  Ezekiel  Cullen  Bldg., 
University  of  Houston.  8:30  pm.  $1.50  for  pub¬ 
lic  and  $1.00  for  students. 


RICHARD  CHASE  HOUSTON  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE  (See 
story  page  11.)  Meeting  Tuesday,  Dec  23  at 
Space  City  News  office,  1217  Wichita.  7-30  pm 
All  welcome.  y  * 


«  Stage,’ 
ket  info,  call  222-6638.  8  and  tic- 


CALL  A  SPADE  A  SHOVEL.  A  rock-musical  performed 
by  the  Princeton  Triangle  Club.  Dec.  21.  8;30 
pm  at  Jones  Hall.  Unreserved  seats  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  the  night  of  the  performance  at  Jones 


SHIVA'S  HEAD  BAND,  GINGER  VALLEY  and  ARNIM  HAM¬ 
ILTON  will  grace  Love  Street's  stage  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  Dec.  19-20. 

SHERWOOD  will  be  at  Jubilee  Hall  on  the  same 
nights,  starting  about  8:30  and  lasting  until 
everyone  gets  tired  and  decides  to  go  home. 

Also  SATURNALIA. 

And,  of  course,  CROSBY,  STILLS,  NASH  and 
YOUNG  will  be  at  the  Elvin  Hayes  Pavilion 
(known  in  some  circles  as  the  "Hofheinz"  Pavil¬ 
ion)  at  the  U  of  H.  Dec.  19.  8;30  pm.  Tickets 
are  $3,  4  and  5  for  students;  and  $4.50,  5.50 
and  6.50  for  non-students.  Available  at  Uni¬ 
versity  Center  Ticket  Office. 


If  you  haven't  already,  you  should  check  out  the 
free  rock  concerts  at  Milby  Park  every  Sunday 
afternoon.  Also  free  grass.  Also  trees  and 
football. 

Did  you  miss  Tiny  Tim's  wedding?  Gosh,  so  did 
we. 

If  you're  going  east  or  west  for  Christmas,  you 
might  pick  up  on  the  last  rock  festivals  of  the 
season. 

In  warm  and  sunny  San  Luis  Obispo,  California, 
there's  the  MIDWINTER  POP  FESTIVAL.  Featuring 
Indian  ceremonial  dances,  Country  Joe,  Iron 
Butterfly,  Johnny  Winter  and  lots  of  others. 

That '8  Dec.  27,  28  and  29.  Tickets  are  $18  at 
the  gate  for  all  three  days,  or  $7/day,  or  $15 
for  the  whole  tour  in  advance  .  Write  to  Mid¬ 
winter  Pop  Festival,  2818  St.  Louis  St.,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70119. 

And  in  warm  and  sunny  Hollywood,  Florida,  there 
is  the  MIAMI  ROCK  FESTIVAL  (which  may  or  may  : 
not  still  be  on;  it's  been  shaky  and  you  should 
make  certain  it's  going  to  be  there  when  you  are 
before  leaving).  It's  also  Dec.  27,  28  and  29. 
The  advance  material  oddly  enough  omits  mention 
of  specific  groups  (but  there's  gonna  be  50  of 
'em),  and  the  tickets  are  a  little  higher  (like 
$15.75  for  advance  and  $20.00  at  the  gate),  but 
you  get  a  free  bumper  sticker  in  the  deal.  They 
also  have  a  new  fresh  water  swimming  hole. 


The  FAMILY  HAND  RESTAURANT  will  open  at  11  am 
Dec.  31  —  with  black-eyed  peas  and  corn  bread, 
entertainment  and  blowout.  Hot  Damn! 

Next  Houston  Committee  to  End  the  War  in  Viet¬ 
nam  meeting  will  be  Thursday,  Jan.  8  at  7:30  pm 
at  the  downtown  YWCA. 


EVERYTHING  IN  THE  GARDEN  by  Edward  Albee.  At 
the  Alley  Theatre's  Arena  Stage.  Tues  through 
Fri  at  8;30  pm,  Saturday  at  5  and  9  pm,  and 
Sunday  at  2:30  and  7:30  pm  (runs  through  Jan  4). 
Tickets  at  box  office,  615  Texas  Ave,  522-1045. 

TARTUFFE  by  Moliere.  At  Alley's  Large  Stage. 
Times  and  tickets  same  as  above. 

MADNESS  OF  IADY  BRIGHT.  The  "declining  years 
of  a  homosexual."  Opens  Dec.  20..  Playwright's 
Showcase  at  Autry  House,  6265  South  Main.  8 
and  9:30  pm.  Tickets  at  door  or  by  phoning 
524-3168. 


ot  course. 


or  course  there  is  also  the 


SPACE  CITY  NEWS  BENEFIT  BASH  (a  very  worthy 
cause)  on  Sunday,  Dec.  21.  Featuring  SATURNA¬ 
LIA  and  probab lv  another  fantastic,  outasight 
group  which  comes  from  out  of  town  but  will 
then  be  in  town  (guess  who)  but  which  we  can't 
name  because  it's  not  firm  yet.  Also  guerrilla 
theatre  stuff  and  films  and  lights  by  J.W.E.P. 
and  probably  also  some  spacey  Inflatable  action 
but  that's  not  firm  yet  either.  All  of  which 
means  most  anything  could  happen.  But  it  will 
definitely  happen  at  Love  Street  from  6  to  12 
pm.  Tickets  are  $2  at  the  door  or  $1.50  in  ad¬ 
vance  from  Headdress  or  the  SCN  office  at  1217 
Wichita  Street. 


"Carolling  for  Peace."  Dec.  24  at  7:30  pm. 

Meet  at  Mercantile  Bank  parking  lot,  8624  Stella 
Link.  Bring  instruments,  song-sheets  provided 
(SImon-Garfunkle,  Donovan,  etc.). 

Just  a  brief  selection  from  the  next  week  or  so 
on  the  tube : 

Dec.  18  -  channel  8,  9  pm.  "The  Pot  Show." 
New  Pot  Dishes.  (I  dunno  either;  that's  what  it 
says  in  the  book.) 

Dec.  27  -  Channel  2,  8  pm.  "Help."  Starring 
the  Beatles. 

Jan.  1  -  Channel  11,  12:45  pm.  Cotton  Bowl. 
University  of  Texas  vs.  Notre  Dame  at  Dallas. 
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"A  Houston  Kind  of  LU  V" 

Live  from  Houston,  for  Houstonians. 

By  Houstonians  who  know  Heavy  music 

from  ABC  to  beyond  XYZ. 

LUV  is  Michael  Hart,  Jason  Moore,  Rich  Brian, 
Tom  Collins,  Dan  Diamond,  Chuck  McCann  and 

Paul  King. 
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